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Great  Gadgets  for  Your 
D  Mac,  iPhone  &  iPod 


SONy 


PLUS 


Get  Your 
DVDs  into  iTunes 


Other  Worm  Computing 


‘‘OWE,  Serving  the  Mac  Universe  since  1 988 


At  OWC  Our  Customers  Come  1  st! 


QUALITY  PRODUCTS  ^COMPETITIVE  PRICES  B  EXPERT  SUPPORT 
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High  Capacity  Storage 


Available  with  FireWire  800,  FireWire  400,  USB  2.0,  and/or  eSATA 

www.macsales.com/firewire 


OWC®  Mercury  Elite-AL  Pro™  Drive  Solutions  8.9"xi.4"x4.6" 
Up  to  2.0TB  of  ultimate  solution  for  any  data  storage  need  from  $74.99 

OWC  Mercury  Elite-AL  Pro  Dual  Drive  Solutions  9.0"x2.9"x5.3" 
Up  to  4.0TB  of  high-performance  storage  for  a  multitude  of  needs 

from  $179.99 

OWC  Mercury  Elite-AL  Pro  mini  Drive  Solutions  5.5"x3.8"xl  .1" 
NEW!  Up  to  1.0TB  of  bus  powered,  Portable  high-performance  storage 

from  $99.97 


3  Year 
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NewerTech  miniStack®  6.5"x6.5"xi.5" 
High-Performance  Storage  +  Hub 

Up  to  2.0TB  from  $89.99  +  with  built  in  USB  2.0  & 
FireWire®  800/400  powered  hubs  for  the  ultimate 
media  center.  Mac  mini®  size  but  great  for  ANY  Mac®! 
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OWC  Mercury  On-The-Go  Pro™ 
Portable  Solutions  5.5"x3.5"xl.0" 
Bus  powered  and 
X  up  to  1.0TB  in  your 
pocket  from  $62.99 
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Why  buy  from  OWC? 

We  don't  just  sell  it,  we  tell  you  how  to  install  and  use  it. 


OWC  Mercury 
Elite-AL  Pro  Qx2 

Advanced  RAID  Plug  and  Play 
2.0TB  to  8.0TB  starts  from  $529.99 

0GB 'DIY' $329.99  9.65"x5.31"x6.96"  ^software ’ 

Included 

Wj-SSP  Rintech  All  OWC  &  NewerTech  configured  external  drive  solutions  come  ready  to  Plug  and  Play  with  ,  9200 

all  interface  connection  cables,  include  full  versions  of  Intech®  HD  Speedtools™,  NovaStor  ^ -fif 

NovaBACKUP,  Prosoft  Data  Backup  B,  and  Carbon  Copy  Cloner,  and  are  Leopard®  Time  Machine™  ready. 


Live  Sales/Support  team 
available  toll-free. 


Extremely  fast  delivery 
at  a  reasonable  cost. 


owe  )  Live  Chat 
< support...even 
on  weekends. 


Your  Online  Mac  Upgrade  Center: 

Internal  Hard  Drives  hitachi 

www.macsales.com/harddrive 


PARTNER  PROGRAM 


DESKTOP  DRIVES 

Hitachi  &  Seagate 

3.5"  Serial  ATA,  IDE/ATA  from  80GB  to  2.0TB 


2.0TB  Hitachi 
7200RPM  32MB 
now  $189.99 


500GB  Seagate 
Barracuda  7200.12 
now  $59.99 

1.0TB  Seagate 
Barracuda  7200.12 
now  $89.99 


LAPTOP  DRIVES 

Hitachi®,  Seagate®,  Toshiba®,  Western  Digital® 

SSD  Drives  2-5" Serial  ATA|  'demi/V1"0™ sogb to  i.otb 

Now  Available!  Hitachi  5400RPM  Seagate 7200RPM 

500GB  $92.99  500GB  $129.99 

320GB  $64.99  320GB  $79.99 


Build  your  own  drive! 

To  see  a  full  selection  of  kits, 
visit:  www.macsales.com/enclosures 

0GB  'Add  your  own  hard  drive'  kits  available 

Available  with  FireWire  800,  FireWire  400,  USB  2.0,  and/or  eSATA 


from  $  1  9.99 
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SuperDrive 
DVD/CD/Blu-ray  for  Macs 


www.macsales.com/superdrives 


TWICE 
AS  FAST! 


Burn  Blu-ray 
up  to  8X 
speed! 


We  know  Blu-ray  for  Mac! 

Blu-ray  Solutions 

now  from 

$119.99 

a/u-twyO/MC 

'The  First  and  Only  Quad  Interface' 
Performance  Optical  Solution 


PLUG  AND  PLAY  INTERNAL  AND 
EXTERNAL  SUPERDRIVES 

External  solutions 
include  the  Award-Winning 
Prosoft  Data  Backup  3! 


External 
Solutions 
from  $64.99 


Internal  Solutions 
from  $37.99 

m 
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I  £  www.macsales.com/warranty  j 


BizRate 

5  Years 
in  a  Row! 


Award-winning  support... 
BizRate  Circle  of  Excellence 
5  straight  years. 


School/Corporate  Purchase  Orders 
accepted  with  approved  credit. 


it:  www.macsales.com  Call:  800.275.4576  |  81 5.338.8658 


Thousands  of  Products! 

Audio,  Video,  iPod,  iPhone,  &  MORE 


800.275.4576  |  815-338-8658 
www.macsales.com 


More  Memory  =  Faster  Mac 

www.macsales.com/memory 

Over  20%  Speed  Gains:  Snow  Leopard  +  OWC  Memory! 

Apple®  Mac®  Pro  -  Max  Any  Model  Up  To  32GB!* 

Memory  for  the  March/2009  'Nehalem'  models 

Upgrade:  1066MHz  As  low  as 

$26.00  per  GB 


■  1066MHz 

•Quad-Core:  2.66GHz  &  2.93GHz 
8-Core:2.26GHz, 2.66GHz,  &  2.93GHz 


Get  the  right  memory  for  any  2006/2007/2008  model 


Upgrade:  -667mhz&8oomhz 

•2.0GHz,  2.66GHz,  2.8GHz,  3.0GHz, 
&  3.2GHz  Quad-Core,  Quad  Core  x  2 
(8-Core)  all  models 


As  low  as 

$30.00  per  GB 


All  OWC  memory  meets  or  exceeds  manufacturer  specifications  for 
maximum  quality  assurance,  but  at  the  independent  prices  you  can  afford. 
Plus,  you  receive  the  industry-leading  Lifetime  Advance  Replacement 
Warranty  and  award-winning  US-based  customer  support. 


SAVINGS 
up  to 

79% 

vs  factory! 


*Up  to  8GB  for 
March  2009  Quad-Core  Model 


Expert  installation  services 
with  fast  turnaround. 


Free  lifetime 
U.S.  based 
technical 
support. 


Free  online  "Do-It-Yourself" 

TTT1 

I  videos  for  easy  installation. 
Check  out  our  new  page! 


0 


www.macsales.com/installvideos 


SPECIAL  ADDITIONAL  SAVINGS! 

Competitive  Pricing  +  Additional  Cash  Back! 

See  offers  at  www.macsales.com/Rebates 


Up  to 

8.0GB 

available! 
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Memory  for  iMac®,  MacBook®, 
MacBook  Pro,  Mac  mini  (Intel) 

www.macsales.com/memory 


Find  what  you  need  to  max  your  Mac's  performance  in 
3  easy  clicks  with  our  on-line  memory  configurator! 

www.macsales.com/MyOWC 


"That's  a  great  deal!" 

-  Dave  Hamilton,  Mac  Observer 

(ObsTTwy 


4.0GB  Kits 

from 

$97.99 


6.0GB  Kits 

from 

$189.99 


Cash  Back  Rebates  on  your  old  memory,  hard  drives, ■■R 
For  details,  visit  www.macsales.com/money-back-reb, 


$49.99 


Software 

www.macsales.com/software 

PROSOFT 


We  Have  The  Right  Memory  For  Your  Mac 

From  68020  to  PPC  to  Intel®,  from  Classic  to  Pro  — 
OWC  has  the 
right  memory 
for  any  Mac 
upgrade! 

As  low  as 

$15.00  I 

per  GB  “ 


OWC  installation  videos  show  you  how  to 

potential  ^ 
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MEMORY 

HARD  DRIVES  PBBLdSSnwx 

IPODS 

&  MORE  I _ _ _ _ : 


Apple  Mac  OS  X  10.6 


We  have 
memory 
for  any  Mac 
upgrade! 
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■  SAVINGS 

^$139.99 


"Snow  Leopard" 
Starting  528.79 


Drive  Genius  v2.x  Data  Rescue  III 
reg.  price  $99.99  reg.  price  $84.99 


OATA  RfSCUf  3 


NewerTech,  NewerTech  arrow  logo,  and  miniStack  are  registered  trademarks  and  and  the  Newer  Technology,  Inc.  logo  is  a  trademark  of  Newer  Technology,  Inc.  OWC  and 
OWC  logo  are  registered  trademarks  and  Mercury  On-The-Go  Pro,  Mercury  Elite-AL  Pro  Qx2,  Mercury  Rack  Pro,  and  Other  World  Computing  are  trademarks  of  Other  World 
Computing.  Other  marks  may  be  the  trademark  or  registered  trademark  property  of  their  owners.  Prices,  specifications,  and  availability  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


www.dexim.net 


dexiM  Put  you*  cOteum^  iu  £i£e. 


Charge  &  Sync 

for  iPhone  3GS/3G/iPod  Touch  3G/2G/1G 


Foldable  Power  Dock 


Lithium  Polymer 


TALK  TIME/ 


VIDEO/ 


HRS  MUSIC 


New 

iPod  Touch 


iPhone 

3GS 


PORTABLE,  FOLDABLE 
RECHARGEABLE 


Rechargeable  Power  Stand 

Works  with  iPhone  and  all  iPod  models  except  shuffle  - 
perfect  for  iPhone  3GS/3G/iPod  Touch,  AC  wall  Charger 
&  Cable  included 

Brookstone  637710  $69.95 


(Available  at  Brookstone  stores  and  online) 


(2.6" x  3.05"x0.66") 


Available  at  Brookstone  stores  and  online 

iPod  is  a  trademark  of  Apple  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U  S.  and  other  countries.  iPhone  is  a  trademark 
of  Apple  Inc. 


dexiM  Put  your  eOieamb  ctt 


www.dexim.net 


The  Perfect  pocket  solution  for 
your  iPhone  3GS/3G/iPod  Touch 


P-Flip™ 

Foldable  Power  Dock 


Lithium  Polymer 


UP  TO  75hrs  GAME/ 

60  HRS  MUSIC  ▼  U P  TO  75hrs  VIDEO 


UP  TOO  HRS  TALK  TIME 


iPod  is  a  trademark  of  Apple  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U.S,  and  other  countries.  iPhone  is  a  trademark 
of  Apple  Inc. 


Charge  &  Sync  for 

iPhone  3GS/3G/iPod  Touch  3G/2G/1G 


New  Bento  3! 

Organize  contacts,  track  projects,  plan  events,  and  so  much  more! 


Meet  Bento  3  for  Mac,  the  breakthrough  new  version  of  the  wildly  popular  personal 
database  from  FileMaker  that's  as  easy  to  use  as  your  Mac. 


Do  it  better  with  Bento 

Pre-designed  templates, 
downloads  from  others,  and 
custom  forms  make  it  easy. 

What's  your  passion?  Selling 
products,  building  client  relationships, 
booking  your  band,  organizing 
volunteers,  running  marathons, 
collecting  coins?  Whatever  it  is,  Bento 
can  help  you  do  it  better  -  the  fast,  fun 
and  easy  way! 


Take  your  photos  further 

Track  more  details  and  link  to 
other  information 

See  and  interact  with  your  photos  in 
stunning  new  ways  with  Bento.  Track 
details  such  as  location,  photographer, 
and  people  in  the  photo.  Then  expand 
your  photo  usage  and  link  your  photos 
to  contacts,  projects,  and  events 
stored  in  Bento  giving  you  a  more 
complete  picture. 


Contacts  and  calendar  unite 

View  and  interact  with  your  contacts 
and  calendar  like  never  before 

Bento  links  directly  to  the  Address 
Book  and  iCal  information  you  already 
have  on  your  Mac  to  display  your 
contacts  and  calendars  in  new  and 
exciting  ways.  Store  important  details 
about  each  person,  event  or  task, 
including  related  files,  photos, 
and  emails. 


Just 


Upgrade  for  only  $29 
with  rebate  offer. 


Call  1-800-325-2747,  visit  your  nearby  Apple 
store  or  order  online  at  www.filemaker.com. 


©  2009  FileMaker,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved.  FileMaker  and  Bento  are  trademarks  of  FileMaker,  Inc.  registered  in  the  U.S.  and  other  countries. 
The  file  folder  logo  and  the  Bento  logo  are  trademarks  of  FileMaker,  Inc.  All  other  trademarks  are  the  property  of  their  respective  owners. 


CONTENTS 


December2009 


On  the  Cover 

Gorillatorch  and  BookArc  photographs 
by  Robert  Cardin;  iPods  photograph 
courtesy  of  Apple 


COVER  STORY 


34  The  Macworld  Gear  Guide 

Times  are  tough  and  money  is  tight,  but  we’ve  found 
some  great  tech  gear  to  fit  any  budget. 


FEATURES 


57  Picking  Your  iPod 

Apple  offers  a  lot  of  choice  in  media  players.  Which 
one  is  right  foryou?  Ourguide  can  helpyou  decide. 

67  iTunes  Remixed 

iTu  nes  has  come  a  long  way  since  its  debut.  Learn 
how  to  get  the  most  out  of  the  features  in  version  9. 


OPINION 


9  From  the  Editor's  Desk 

Apple  goes  into  marketing  overdrive  for  its  iPod 
lineup  at  the  end  of  everyyear. 

14  Feedback 

Readers  respond. 


MAC  USER 


20  The  Five  Most  Important  Mac 
Portables  Ever 

From  the  PowerBook  100  to  the  MacBook  Pro,  see 
which  Apple  laptops  have  made  the  biggest  impact. 

21  Apple  Opens  Up  on  Carbon  Emissions 

22  Snow  Leopard  Switches  the  Double-Click 

23  Microsoft  Hiring  Apple  Store  Employees? 

26  Mac  Gems 

Enhance  OS  X’s  Quick  Look  feature,  use  keystrokes  to 
arrange  windows  on  screen,  create  better  screenshots. 


iPHONE  CENTRAL 


28  What's  New  in  iPhone  3.1 

The  iPhone  software  update  brings  some  new 
features  and  patches  a  few  bugs. 

29  Aardvark  Mobile:  Human  Answers  to 
Your  Queries 

29  Apple  Clarifies  iPhone  Antiphishing  Feature 

30  App  Guide 

Each  month,  we  review  the  App  Store  offerings 
that  have  caught  our  eye. 


December  2009  Macworld  5 


December  2009 


CONTENTS 


WORKING  MAC 


74  Why  Desktop  E-mail  Still  Rules 

Joe  Kissell  outlines  the  benefits  of  desktop  e-mail 
clients  over  Web-based  ones. 

75  Two  Favorite  Entourage  Tips 

76  Explore  Unexpected  Uses  for  the  Spacebar 

78  Access  Hidden  Commandswiththe 
Option  Key 

82  Business  Center 


PLAYLIST 


84  Rip  Your  DVDs  Like  an  Expert 
with  HandBrake 

The  free  HandBrake  can  rip  most  of  today’s  DVDs, 
and  the  results  it  produces  are  quite  good. 

86  Use  Airfoil  to  Stream  Audiofrom  Any  App 

88  Music  Industry  Wants  Apple,  Amazon 
to  Pay  Up 


DIGITAL  PHOTO 


90  First  Look:  Photoshop  Elements  8 

Adobe  has  updated  its  consumer  image-editing 
program.  Should  you  upgrade? 

92  Create  a  Digital  Scrapbook 
92  Snapshot:  The  Big  Picture 
94  Reviews 


CREATE 


96  State  of  the  Art:  Blu-ray  on  the  Mac 

Wantto  create  Blu-ray  projects  onyour  Mac?  We’ve 
gottips  on  what  to  lookfor  when  buyinga  Blu-ray  drive. 

97  Font  of  the  Month:  Adios  Script 

97  WorkThrough  the  Video-Editing  Backlog 

98  Reviews 


HELPDESK 


100  Mac  OS  X  Hints 

Stop  huntingfor  windows,  activate  Quick  Look  in 
Expose,  customize  text  substitutions,  and  more. 

102  Mac  911 

View  large  movies  online,  deal  with  afull  hard  drive,  use 
the  keyboard  to  unminimize  windows,  and  more. 


BACKPAGE 


112  Spotlight 

Andy  Ihnatko  says, “Forget  the  Finder.” 


MACWORLD.COM’S  TOP  5 


The  top  5  stories  on  Macworld.com  are: 


ILive  Update:  Apple’s  Rock  &  Roll  Event 

Macworld’s  team  reports  live  as  Steve  Jobs  unveils  Apple’s  latest 
products  (macworld.com/5359). 

2  Apple  Announces  iPhone  3.1 

The  update  includes  new  features  such  as  Genius  for  iPhone 
apps,  as  well  as  bug  fixes  (macworld.com/5360). 

3  Snow  Leopard’s  Smaller  Changes 

Our  slideshow  highlights  a  few  refinements  you  may  not  have 
noticed  (macworld.com/5250). 

4  New  GarageBand  Lessons  Include  Rush,  John  Legend 

Apple  adds  a  trio  of  new  artist  lessons  to  its  GarageBand  Lesson 
Store  (macworld.com/5361). 

5  Six  Snow  Leopard  Tips 

In  a  Macworld  Video,  Rob  Griffiths  highlights  six  tips  that  you 
may  not  be  familiar  with  (macworld.com/5362). 
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iHome 


STUDIO  SERIES 


FEATURING  BONGIOVI  ACOUSTICS  DPS 


Apple  Store 


A-  W 


HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED 

'  iLounge.com  |  All  Things  iPod 


"...what  iHome  has  achieved  with  iPl 
is  something  extremely  special." 

iLounge 

"Looks  sleek,  sounds  sweet" 

New  York  Magazine 

"The  amount  of  added  detail  is  astounding" 

Playboy 


The  iHome®  Studio  Series  is  the  first  ever  home  audio  system  to  feature 
the  Bongiovi  Acoustics  Digital  Power  Station.  This  patented  technology, 
developed  by  music  industry  professionals,  constantly  scans  your  audio 
to  restore  harmonics  and  clarity,  typically  lost  to  compression. 

The  Studio  Series  iPl,  featuring  TOO  watts  of  power,  will  fill  your  room 
with  stunning  sound  and  make  your  iPod/iPhone  video  come  alive  on 
any  TV.  Protective  speaker  grilles  included. 


BONGIOVI 


ACOUSTICS 


SMade  for 

iPod 


Works  with 

iPhone 


The  iHome  Studio  Series.  Hear  music  as  it  was  meant  to  sound.  www.ihomeaudio.com/iPf 

■  .  'fir *V&  >\»y 

iHome  is  a  registeied  trademark  of  SDI  Technologies,  Inc.  iPod  is  a  trademark  of  Apple  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U  S.  and  other  countries  iPhone  ts  a  V  :v 
trademark  of  Apple  Inc  Bongiovi  Acoustics,  Digital  Power  Station,  and  the  DPS  symbol  are  trademarks  or  registered  trademarks  of  Bongjpyi  Acousti^,  ll( 


GoToMeetin 


A  TOOL  WE 
CAN’T  LIVE 
WITHOUT 


Costello  &  Sons,  Insurance  Brokerage 
Real  GoToMeeting  Customer 


Hold  unlimited 
online  meetings 
for  only  $49/month 


FREE  30-DAY  TRIAL 

www.gotomeeting.com 


by  CiTRIX 


PHOTOGRAPH  BY  PETER  BELANGER 


FROM  THE  EDITOR’S  DESK 


By  Jason  Snell 


Stocking  Stuffers 

What  Apple's  latest  holiday  offerings  mean  to  you 


In  what’s  become  an  annual  tradition, 
Apple  debuted  its  latest  updates  to  the 
wildly  successful  iPod  product  line  in 
September.  The  media  may  well  have 
been  underwhelmed  by  this  year’s  iPod 
event,  as  the  announcements  were  mere 
upgrades  to  existing  products.  But  think 
about  the  event  from  Apple’s  perspective. 

Specifically,  think  in  terms  of  red  and 
green — as  in  red  stockings  stuffed  with 
iPods  and  big  green  wads  of  cash.  Because 
the  final  three  months  of  the  year  coincide 
not  only  with  the  holidays,  but  also  with 
the  biggest  iPod  sales  numbers  of  the  year. 

Apple  realizes  about  40  percent  of  its 
annual  revenues  and  iPod  sales  in  the 
last  25  percent  of  the  year.  Hence  the 
iPod  marketing  blitz  at  the  end  of  every 
year,  beginning  in  September. 

This  year’s  marketing  message:  the 
new  iPod  nano,  with  its  embedded  video 
camera,  is  “for  fun,”  perfect  for  high 
schoolers.  (Let  the  silly  YouTube  videos 
commence.)  And  the  iPod  touch  is 
Apple’s  best  weapon  in  attacking  the 
gaming  market. 

With  all  those  iPods,  new  and  old,  out 
there,  we  asked  our  resident  iPod  expert, 
Christopher  Breen,  to  run  through  the 
current  iPod  lineup  and  provide  some 
guidance  about  which  one  is  right  for 
different  sorts  of  iPod  users  (see  “Picking 
Your  iPod,”  page  57).  There’s  probably 
someone  on  your  holiday  list  who’d  like 
nothing  more  than  to  replace  a  bulky  old 


Apple  goes  into 
marketing 
overdrive  for  its 
latest  iPods  at  the 
end  of  every  year. 

classic  iPod  with  a  snazzy  new  model. 
Which  one  should  you  buy?  Chris’s  story 
has  the  answers. 

iTunes9 

The  other  big  announcement  at  Apple’s 
September  event  was  about  iTunes  9. 

Over  the  years,  iTunes  has  gone  far 
beyond  its  initial  use  as  a  music  jukebox. 
Now  it’s  where  we  manage  videos,  sync 
all  kinds  of  data  to  iPods  and  iPhones, 
download  podcasts,  purchase  and 
manage  iPhone  apps,  buy  music  and 


Snow  Leopard  Superguide 

Macworld’s  102-page  Total  Snow  Leopard  book  contains 
everything  you  need  to  know  about  Mac  OS  X  10.6,  including 
all  the  new  features.  But  it  doesn’t  just  focus  on  what’s 
new— it’s  also  filled  with  practical  information  on  using  the 
operating  system,  such  as  step-by-step  advice  on  recovering 
from  crashes,  freezes,  and  other  Mac  ailments,  and  tips  on 
the  best  way  to  back  up  your  system  with  Mac  OS  X’s  built-in 
Time  Machine  (www.macworld.com/superguide). 


CKjD  Superguide 


videos,  and  even  order  new  Mac  hard¬ 
ware.  (OK,  I  made  the  last  one  up,  but 
it’s  only  a  matter  of  time,  isn’t  it?) 

On  page  67  of  this  issue,  you’ll  find 
Dan  Frakes’s  review  of  iTunes  9.  My 
take:  iTunes  9  adds  some  nice  improve¬ 
ments.  It  makes  syncing  your  iPod  much 
easier.  The  new  Genius  Mixes  further 
the  good  work  of  the  Genius  feature, 
helping  uncover  tracks  in  your  collection 
that  might  otherwise  go  unheard.  But  I 
think  that  Apple  has  packed  too  much 
into  one  application;  that  iTunes  sidebar 
is  getting  awfully  crowded.  And  I’m  not 
sold  on  the  redesign  of  the  iTunes  Store. 
It  looks  more  like  a  plain  old  Web  page 
and  less  like  a  dedicated  app. 

Memorable  Moment 

The  product  announcements  at  this  year’s 
September  event  were  overshadowed  by  a 
bigger  story:  Steve  Jobs  appeared  for  the 
first  time  since  his  well-publicized  liver 
transplant  and  subsequent  leave  of 
absence  earlier  this  year.  Rather  than 
hiding  from  the  public,  which  would  have 
started  another  round  of  feverish  “How 
sick  is  Steve  Jobs?”  speculation,  he  showed 
up  onstage,  thin  as  he  was  last  year,  and 
addressed  the  health  issue  head-on. 

Jobs  is  a  ferociously  private  person,  and 
I’m  sure  he  wasn’t  thrilled  talking  about 
himself  on  that  stage.  But  he  did  it,  with 
aplomb.  Jobs  is  back,  not  just  at  Apple 
headquarters,  but  as  the  most  public 
personification  of  the  Apple  brand. 

For  Apple,  though,  the  success  or 
failure  of  this  year’s  September  event 
won’t  be  measured  by  the  reaction  of 
pundits  or  even  Wall  Street,  but  by  the 
number  of  iPods  sold  between  October  1 
and  December  31. 


Follow  Jason  Snell  on  Twitter  at 
twitter.com/jsnell  or  e-mail  him  at 
jason_snell@macworld.com.  Or 
become  a  Macworld  fan  on  Facebook 

at  www.facebook.com/Macworld. 
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Extend  your  Apple  MacBook  battery  life  up  to 


Four  different  capacities 
to  choose  from 

HyperMac  External  Battery  for 
MacBook  comes  in  4  different 
sizes  (60/100/1 50/222Wh).  In 
comparison,  the  MacBook  Air 
internal  battery  is  only  37Wh. 


Original  Apple  MagSafe 
power  connecter/cable' 

HyperMac  uses  original  Apple 
MagSafe™  power  connectors 
for  maximum  compatibility, 
allowing  every  battery  to  work 
with  all  MacBooks  models. 


The  better  way  to  power 
MacBook  on  the  road 

HyperMac  Car  Charger  powers 
your  MacBook  via  DC  power 
and  is  safer,  higher  fidelity, 
more  efficient  and  compact 
than  traditional  AC  inverters. 


HyperMac 

www.hypermac.com/mw  |  1.888.202.1888 

©  2009  Sanho  Corporation.  Apple,  and  MacBook  are  registered  trademarks  and  MagSafe  is  a  trademark  of  Apple,  Inc.  All  rights 
reserved  "The  MagSafe  cable  and  connector  is  manufactured  by  Apple,  Inc.  and  modified  to  be  compatible  with  HyperMac. 


World's  first  external  battery  and  car  charger  for  all 
Apple  MacBook,  MacBook  Pro,  MacBook  Air  models 

Power  and  recharge  your  MacBook  continuously  for  more  than  a  day 
or  recharge  your  iPhone  up  to  52  times  with  bulit-in  USB  power  port 
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TECHTOOL  PRO  5 


Save  Money!  Install  TechTool  Pro  Now! 


•  Keep  your  computer  running  smoothly. 

•  Help  prevent  problems  in  the  future. 

•  Fix  most  of  your  problems  on  the  spot. 


4. 

Mac 

Universal 

Micromat,  Inc.,  5329  Skylane  Blvd.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95403,  USA 
800-829-6227  707-566-3831  info@micromat.com  www.micromat.com 


J  |*  Also  From  Micromat 

DiskStudio& 

*  — -  TechToolProtege 
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campus  (tech' 
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AcademicSuperstore.com  campustech.com  frys.com 


drbott.com  bestbuy.com  navarre.com 


macmall.com  store.apple.com  microcenterorder.com 


©2009  Micromat,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved.  TechTool  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Micromat,  Inc.  DiskStudio  and  Protege  are  trademarks  of  Micromat,  Inc 
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Action  Hero 


360°  rotation  for  easy  access. 
Advanced  modern  design. 
Simple  easy  functionality. 
Robust  durability. 
Custom  options. 


Home  Theater 
Home  Automation 


www.avrak.com 

888-973-3550 
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Here's  to  25  more  years 
of  Three  Guys  on  a  Cart. 


Little  did  we  know  that  this  small 
demonstration  would  become  such  an  icon. 
But  in  a  world  filled  with  disposable  products, 
maybe  it's  good  to  make  a  blatant  show  of 


dependability  and  strength.  So  would 
you  like  a  workstation  that  works  as  long 
and  hard  as  you  do?  Then  discover  the  entire 
family  of  Anthro  furniture  at  anthro.com/mac. 


Keeping  Costs  Down 

Mac  users  are  all  about  saving  money  and  sharing  the  wealth 


Price-Cutters 

Your  article  about  saving  money 
with  a  Mac  encourages  us  to  cut 
cable  TV  service  (“Save  Money  with 
Your  Mac,”  October  2009). 

Watching  online  video  and  down¬ 
loading  TV  shows  and  movies  is  a 
sure  way  not  to  save  money  using  our 
Mac  or  PC.  Where  we  live,  we  get 
20GB  of  Internet  bandwidth  a  month. 
It’s  $10  per  gigabyte  if  we  go  over.  Our 
Internet  bill  would  be  through  the  roof. 

H  BradDahr 


Depending  on  your  location,  you  may 
be  able  to  get  20  or  more  digital 
channels  free,  including  all  the  major 
networks,  by  using  an  antenna  and  an 
ATSC  tuner  (your  HDTV  may  already 
include  an  ATSC  tuner).  And  you  can 
make  a  personal  video  recorder  cheaply 
by  adding  an  EyeTV  (www.elgato.com)  to 
your  Mac  (you  can  also  stream  video  over 
the  network  to  your  Apple  TV,  and  export 


READER  POLL 


Do  you  have  a 
MobileMe  subscription? 


it  to  your  iPod  or  iPhone).  You  need  a 
good  antenna  if  you’re  far  away  from  the 
broadcaster — I  recommend  the  Channel- 
Master  4228  (www.channelmaster.com), 
which  can  be  mounted  on  a  tripod  or  a 
mast.  If  you’re  close  to  the  source,  a 
smaller  antenna  will  work. 

9?  GrahamAJones 

One  big  issue  never  seems  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  these  articles  on  cutting  cable: 
sports.  Until  I  can  watch  sports  in  real 
time  with  a  high-quality  picture  on  my 
computer  (and  without  blackouts  like  MLB 
does),  I  won’t  get  rid  of  my  cable  service. 

^  mslavick 

A  good  low-cost  landline  alternative  is 
Magic  Jack  (www.magicjack.com).  For  $40 
you  get  the  jack  and  the  first  year  of 
service.  It’s  $20  a  year  after  that.  Calling  is 
unlimited  within  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  free  overseas  if  you’re  calling 
another  Magic  Jack  user.  You  can  call 
forward  to  any  number,  you  can  get  a  local 


phone  number,  voicemail  is  sent  in  an 
audio  file  to  your  e-mail  account,  and  you 
can  plug  any  phone  in  the  world  into  the 
device.  I  have  a  basic  handset  hooked  up  to 
the  jack  (looks  funny  next  to  the  MacBook 
Pro),  and  a  Bluetooth  earpiece  that  I  can 
switch  to.  So  far,  the  call  quality  has  been 
superb.  You  can  call  anywhere  you  have 
Wi-Fi.  I’m  not  sure  I  will  totally  get  rid  of 
my  landline,  as  I  live  in  the  country,  but 
this  setup  is  great  for  a  second  phone. 

dlowe4 

H  DM  I  Adapter 

The  HDMI  adapter  for  the  Mac 
Mini  DisplayPort  (“Mini  Display- 
Port  to  HDMI  Adapter,”  Hot  Stuff, 
October  2009)  is  good,  but  it 
doesn’t  support  digital  audio. 

HDMI  is  the  standard  connector  now  on 
all  HDTVs,  and  DVI  is  the  video  portion. 
The  Mac  Mini  DisplayPort  is  one  step 
removed  from  that,  and  doesn’t  carry 
audio.  To  sell  the  Mac  mini  as  a  media 
center  hub,  Apple  needs  to  have  an 
HDMI  port  on  the  machine,  at  least  as  a 
build-to-order  option.  An  HDMI  port  on 
the  mini  would  eliminate  four  compo¬ 
nents  needed  to  use  it  as  a  media  hub.  I 
hope  Apple  will  catch  up  in  this  area. 

H  Eric  P.  Godfrey 


Contact  Us 

Post  comments  on  our  forums  (Q) 
at  forums.macworld.com  or  send 
them  by  e-mail  (H)  to  letters@ 
macworld.com.  Due  to  the  high  vol¬ 
ume  of  comments  we  receive,  we  can’t 
respond  personally  to  each  one.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  edit  all  e-mail  let¬ 
ters  and  forum  comments.  All  pub¬ 
lished  letters  and  forum  comments 
become  the  property  of  Macworld. 
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DOCK  YOUR  WORLD 


iConnect™ 

charge  •  sync  •  enjoy 


iHome 

www.iHomecomputer.com 


i  Stand™ 


iHome®  offers  innovative  computer  accessories  that  integrate  your 
computer  with  iPod®  and  iPhone™  and  provide  space-saving  multi-function 
solutions  for  every  lifestyle. 


The  iConnect™  is  a  unique  desktop  keyboard  that  charges  and  syncs  your 
iPod®  or  iPhone™. 


The  iStand™  is  the  world's  first  notebook  stand  that  features  stereo 
speakers  and  a  syncing/charging  iPod®/iPhone™  dock. 


Made  for 


□ 


iPod 


© 


4- 

Mac 


Available  at 


amazon.com 


micro  CEncE=? 


2009  ©  LifeWorks  Technology  Group  LLC 

i  Home*  is  o  registered  tTodemork  of  SDI  Technologies  Inc.  used  under  license 

iPod  is  o  trodemork  of  Apple  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U.S  and  other  countries  iPhone  is  o  trademark  of  Apple  Inc. 
Apple  is  not  responsible  for  the  operation  of  this  device  or  its  compliance  with  safety  and  regulatory  standards. 
All  other  brands  and  logos  are  trademarks  of  their  respective  companies 


notebook  &  iPod  not  included 


Readers’  $300  Setups 


In  October,  we  shared  what  we  would  do 
with  $300.  You  responded  with  some  of 
your  own  budget  finds  (some  of  the  prices 
reflect  student  discounts): 

Desktop  Setup:  Toodarnloud’s  List 

Western  Digital  2TB  MyBook  ($264);  Belkin 
USB  2.0  Hub  ($31);  Keep-a-Cable  Singles 
($4.25) 

TOTAL:  $299.25 

Laptop  Setup:  Toodarnloud’s  List 

Osprey  Bag  ($84);  Western  Digital  320GB 
My  Passport  Studio  for  backup  ($92); 
Western  Digital  250GB  My  Passport  for 
extra  storage  on  the  go  ($70);  iStubz  iPod 
Cable  ($8);  Ziplinq  Deluxe  USB  Kit  ($30); 
Belkin  Mini  Surge  Protector  ($15) 

TOTAL:  $299 

Amateur  Photographer  Setup: 
lordeagle’s  List 

Aperture  2 from  Apple  ($199);  160  GB 


external  hard  drive  ($90);  Snapfish  online 
service  for  printing  (starts  at  9  cents  a  photo) 
TOTAL:  $289  plus  print  costs 


Student  Setup:  jiri84’s  List 

iWork  ($60);  Plot  (f ree);  TextMate  ($50); 
MaxText-LaTeX  distribution  for  Mac  (free); 


Papers  ($25);  Things  ($50);  Things  Touch 
($10);  Drawlt  Lite  (free);  MobileMe  ($60); 
Acorn  ($50) 

TOTAL:  $305 

Student  Setup:  spinoza2’s  List 

iWork  ($79);  Literature  8<  Latte’s  Scrivener 
($39);  Thomson  Reuters’  Endnote  ($79); 
MobileMe  ($60);  DevonThink  ($59) 
TOTAL:  $316 

Student  Setup:  Manusnake’s  List 

Microsoft  Office  ($60);  Literature  &  Latte’s 
Scrivener  ($39);  Zotero  (free);  Skype  (free); 
VLC  (free);  Scribus  (free);  GIMP  (free) 
TOTAL:  $99 

Student  Setup:  clf28264’s  List 

Microsoft  Office  ($60);  Stata  10.1 1C 
($120);  R  (free);  LyX  (free);  Evernote 
(free);  Papers  ($40);  iWork  ($79); 
Dropbox  (free) 

TOTAL:  $299 


MAKE  YOUR  CHRISTMAS 

A  LITTLE  BIT  MORE  EXCITING 


designed  for  iPhone  3G/3GS  WWW. ultra-Case  com 

>V  of  Apple  Inc 


iHod  is  a  trademark  of  Apple  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U.S.  and  other  countries 


16  Macworld  December  2009 


ILLUSTRATION  BY  JEFF  GRUNEWALD 


Power  Struggle 

Your  MacBook  review  misses  the  point  of 
having  replaceable  batteries  in  laptops 
(“Apple  Rewrites  the  MacBook,”  Septem¬ 
ber  2009).  I  don’t  use  my  laptop  all  day 
while  traveling,  and  then  wish  for  a  mere 
extra  48  minutes  of  battery  life.  I  want  the 
ability  to  instantly  gain  another  4  to  7 
hours  of  mobile  computing  time  without 
needing  an  AC  adapter.  Apple’s  new 
design  means  my  laptop  becomes  a  device 
I  must  tether  to  a  wall  outlet  for  hours,  just 
when  I  need  it  to  be  mobile.  As  your  own 
test  shows,  I’d  kill  my  battery  watching 
movies  on  the  flight,  leaving  me  little 
power  when  I  landed.  I  should  be  able  to 
stay  productive  and  mobile  indefinitely 
while  my  spare  battery  charges  in  a  hotel. 

E  Sean  Lemson 

Ripping  Smarter 

The  slot-loading  drives  in  Macs  are  terribly 
slow  and  can  be  noisy  too  (“Rip  and  Bum 
CDs  Smarter  with  iTunes,”  Playlist, 
October  2009).  I  have  an  external 


DVD-DL  burner  in  a  FireWire  case, 
because  the  5.25-inch  full-size  drives  are 
much  faster  for  both  reading  and  burning. 
Another  factor  that  affects  speed  is  the 
level  of  compression  encoding.  When  I 
initially  encoded  my  library  at  AAC  128,  it 
took  longer  than  when  I  reencoded  it  at 
AAC  320  for  better  sound  quality.  With 
my  iMac  G5  2.1  and  external  Pioneer  drive 
(117D),  I  can  encode  at  an  average  of  20X 
with  AAC  320.  But  as  you  said,  there  is 
never  a  constant  encoding  speed. 

E  hillstones 

Snow  Leopard  Woes 

While  I  try  to  keep  up  with  current 
versions  of  my  software,  I’ll  skip  the  next 
fee-update  version  of  a  software  product  in 
order  to  save  a  little.  Since  I  was  new  to 
Apple’s  Aperture  and  had  not  mastered 
much  of  its  power,  when  Aperture  2  was 
released  in  February  2008, 1  decided  to 
wait  for  version  3.  After  installing  Snow 
Leopard,  I  learned  that  my  version  of 
Aperture  isn’t  supported.  That  means 


Apple  has  abandoned  users  who  bought  a 
software  product  only  16  months  ago. 

Apple  never  published  a  list  stating  which 
products  would  not  run  on  Snow  Leopard. 
It  sure  would  have  been  nice  to  be  able  to 
make  a  more  informed  decision. 

El  Denny  Zamt 

Dropping  AT&T 

Since  the  launch  of  the  iPhone  3GS,  my 
AT&T  service  has  steadily  degraded.  The 
majority  of  my  calls  are  dropped,  and 
when  they  aren’t  dropping,  they’re  full  of 
static.  Often  my  phone  won’t  even  ring 
when  people  call.  After  two  years  of  using 
my  iPhone  as  my  only  phone,  I  called 
Comcast  and  got  a  Voice-over-IP  line. 
Going  from  an  AT&T  cell  phone  to  a  land¬ 
line  was  like  going  from  VHS  to  Blu-ray. 
Cellular  networks  like  AT&T  overcompress 
the  audio  so  much  that  it  destroys  the 
clarity  of  conversations.  AT&T  has  added 
Internet  access  and  now  MMS,  but  the 
basic  audio  quality  has  degraded. 

H  Matt  Harper 
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THE  FIVE  MOST  IMPORTANT 
MAC  PORTABLES  EVER 

20  years  since  the  Mac  Portable,  these  loom  largest 


By  Benj  Edwards 

The  Macintosh  celebrated  its 

silver  anniversary  this  year.  But 
that’s  not  the  only  Mac  mile¬ 
stone  to  arrive  in  2009.  Twenty  years 
ago  this  year,  Apple  introduced  its  first 
laptop  computer  model:  the  Macintosh 
Portable. 

Costing  $6500  (more  than  $11,000  in 
2009  dollars),  weighing  16  pounds,  and 
matching  the  size  of  a  briefcase,  the 
Portable  didn’t  exactly  set  the  Mac 
market  on  fire.  But  that  lackluster 
reception  didn’t  discourage  Apple  for 
long.  Having  learned  from  its  mistakes, 
the  company  rolled  out  its  PowerBook 
series  just  two  years  later — a  release 
that  was  more  innovative  and  influen¬ 
tial  than  Apple’s  low  market  share 
would  have  suggested  was  possible. 

Over  the  years,  many  of  Apple’s 
laptops  have  been  similarly  significant. 
Here  are  my  picks  for  the  five  most 
important  laptops  to  come  out  of 
Cupertino  over  the  last  two  decades, 
along  with  reasons  why  each  model 
enjoyed  such  a  lasting  influence. 


5.  MacBook  Pro 

Year  Released:  2006  CPU:  1.83/2GHZ 
Intel  Core  Duo  Original  Price:  $1999 
to  $2499 

Why  It’s  Important:  By  2006,  the  G4 
processor  that  had  been  running  the 
PowerBook  was  showing  its  age.  Mac 
fans  were  clamoring  for  a 
new  laptop  that 
used  the  G5, 
which  had  run 
Mac  desktops 
for  years.  But 
Apple  claimed 
that  it  couldn’t  find 
a  way  to  fit  the  hot 
and  power-hungry 
G5  chip  into  a  laptop 
design.  The  only  way 
out  for  Apple  was  to 
switch  to  Intel  proces 
sors  in  its  laptops,  which 
it  did  with  the  MacBook 
Pro  in  2006. 

By  making  that  change, 

Apple  unleashed  a  considerable 


increase  in  performance  and  charted  a 
new  technological  course  that  allowed 
the  company  to  stay  competitive  in  the 
laptop  market. 

4.  PowerBook  G4 

Year  Released:  2001  CPU: 

400MHZ/500MHZ  PowerPC  G4 

Original  Price:  $2599  to  $3499 

Why  It’s  Important:  Like  other  Apple 
laptops  before  it,  the  PowerBook  G4 
didn’t  resemble  anything  else  on  the 
market  at  the  time.  The  system’s  simple 
design  set  it  clearly  apart  from  the  bulky 
plastic  portables  that  dominated  the 
current  laptop  market. 

The  PowerBook  G4  was,  simply  put,  a 
beautiful  machine.  It  had  a  sleek  yet 
durable  titanium  case,  and  a  15-inch 
wide-aspect  screen.  Just  1  inch  thick  and 
completely  flat,  it  was  Apple’s  thinnest 
laptop  at  the  time. 

Apple  continued  to  update  the 
PowerBook  G4  for  several  years,  adding 
12-inch  and  17-inch  models  and  regularly 
boosting  the  processor  speed.  But  none 
of  those  versions  made  quite  the  same 
initial  splash  as  the  first  model  released 
in  2001.  The  PowerBook  G4  served 
many  of  us  very  well  until  the  MacBook 
Pro  came  along  to  replace  it. 
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POWERBOOK  100  BY  PETER  BROKIE,  POWERBOOK  520  BY  NEWT 
MASTERSON,  OTHER  PHOTOGRAPHS  COURTESY  OF  APPLE 


2.  PowerBook  520 

Year  Released:  1994  CPU:  25MHz 

MC68LC040  Original  Price:  $2270 

Why  It’s  Important:  Because  of  the 
Mac’s  graphical  user  interface,  pointing 
devices  have  been  critical  components  in 
Apple  portables.  So  while  the  PowerBook 
520  sported  a  number  of  new  features 
(including  built-in  stereo  speakers, 
ethernet,  and  PC  Card  slots),  its  most 
significant  innovation  was  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  the  old  trackball  with  a  touch- 
sensitive  trackpad. 

Trackpads — and  their  position  in  the 
center  of  the  wrist  rest — are  now 
standard  on  most  laptops.  And  again, 
Apple  was  there  first. 


3.  iBook 

Year  Released:  1999  CPU:  300MHz 

PowerPC  G3  Original  Price:  $1599 

Why  It’s  Important:  The  iBook’s 
radical,  candy-colored  appearance 
initially  obscured  a  more  substantial 
change  under  the  hood:  The  iBook  had 
a  built-in  antenna  and  a  slot  for 
an  internal  card  supporting 
Apple’s  implementation  of  the 
802.11b  Wi-Fi  standard — making  it  the 
first  laptop  from  any  manufacturer  to 
have  wireless-networking  hardware 
built  in. 

With  the  iBook,  Apple  became  the  first 
laptop  vendor  to  declare  openly  that 
Wi-Fi  was  the  wave  of  the  future.  That 
move  helped  pave  the  way  for  broad, 
industry-wide  adoption  of  the  802.11 
wireless  standard,  as  other  vendors  soon 
followed.  Today,  every  laptop  ships  with 
some  form  of  wireless  networking — and 
it  all  started  with  the  iBook. 


1.  PowerBook  100 

Year  Released:  1991  CPU:  16MHz 

MC68HC000  Original  Price:  $2500 

Why  It’s  Important:  Apple’s  Power- 
Book  100,  along  with  the  140  and  170, 
was  the  first  in  Apple’s  long-lived 
PowerBook  line  of  laptops.  That  brand 
dominated  Apple’s  portable  offerings  for 
a  decade  and  a.  half,  until  the  switch  to 
the  Intel-based  MacBook  Pro  in  2006. 

The  100  also  addressed  the  three 
biggest  criticisms  of  1989’s  Macintosh 
Portable  by  being  smaller,  lighter  (about 
5  pounds  instead  of  15),  and  less 
expensive  (by  about  $4000).  The 
PowerBook  100  offered  a  built-in 
trackball  as  well,  which  many  competing 
portables  still  lacked;  and  no  rivals  that 
included  a  trackball  put  it  front  and 
center  as  Apple’s  laptops  did. 


Benj  Edwards  is  the  editor  of  the 
Vintage  Computing  and  Gaming  Web 
site  (vintagecomputing.com). 


Apple  Opens  Up  on 
Carbon  Emissions 

ByAayush  Arya 


Over  the  past  few  years,  Apple  has 
been  increasingly  open  about  its 
environmental  policies.  But  advocacy 
groups  such  as  Greenpeace  have 
wanted  still  more.  Apple  recently 
obliged  them  by  adding  an  extensive 
breakdown  of  its  annual  company-wide 
carbon  emissions  to  the  environmental- 
reporting  section  of  its  Web  site  (www 
.apple.com/environment). 

Apple  calculates  that  it  generates 
10.2  million  metric  tons  of  greenhouse- 
gas  emissions  in  a  year  overall.  In  its 
report,  the  company  breaks  that 
number  down  more  specifically:  38 
percent  of  those  emissions  come  from 
manufacturing,  5  percent  from 
transportation,  53  percent  from 
product  use,  1  percent  from  recycling, 
and  3  percent  from  its  own  facilities. 

By  comparison,  competitors  Dell 
and  HP  have  reported  that  they 
produce  471,000  tons  and  8.4  million 
tons  per  year,  respectively.  But  those 
figures  don’t  include  the  impact  of 
products  over  their  entire  lifetimes. 

Environmental  groups,  previously 
critical  of  Apple,  have  lauded  its  efforts 
and  have  expressed  hope  that  its  move 
will  spur  the  company’s  rivals  to  follow 
Apple’s  lead.  Not  surprisingly,  there  are 
also  naysayers  who  claim  that  Apple  is 
selectively  disclosing  data  to  paint  the 
most  positive  picture  possible.  But 
even  the  harshest  of  Apple’s  critics 
have  acknowledged  that  the  company 
is  making  strides  in  a  more  environ¬ 
mentally  friendly  direction. 
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SNOW  LEOPARD  SWITCHES 
THE  DOUBLE-CLICK 

A  falling  out  between  documents  and  their  source  apps 

By  Rob  Griffiths 


Among  all  the  welcome  changes 
in  Snow  Leopard,  there’s  one  I 
don’t  appreciate,  a  change  to 
something  that  has  been  fundamental  to 
the  Mac  experience:  what  happens  when 
you  double-click  the  icon  for  a  file. 

In  all  previous  releases  of  OS  X- — and  in 
every  Mac  OS  before  it  that  I  can  recall — 
double-clicking  a  file  opened  it  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  you  used  to  create  it.  This  worked 
because  of  something  called  a  creator  code. 
Each  application  adds  its  own  unique 
creator  code  to  a  file’s  metadata.  Assuming 
that  you  didn’t  override  it  by  using  the 
Finder’s  Open  With  contextual  menu,  that 
code  told  the  system  which  application  to 
use  to  open  a  given  document. 

In  Snow  Leopard,  however,  creator 
codes  no  longer  define  what  happens 
when  you  double-click  a  file’s  icon.  OS  X 
10.6  determines  which  application  to  use 
to  open  a  double-clicked  file  by  checking 
the  filename  extension. 

So,  for  instance,  let’s  say  I  create  an 
HTML  document  in  BBEdit,  and  save  it 
as  ‘web_page.html’.  If  I  double-click  it  in 
OS  X  10.5,  it  would  open  in  BBEdit.  But 
in  Snow  Leopard,  it  would  open  in  my 
default  Web  browser,  Firefox. 

Things  get  stranger  if  you  remove  the 
filename  extension.  In  my  testing,  that 
same  HTML  file  opened  (as  a  rendered 
Web  page)  in  TextEdit.  I  created  a  text 
file  (with  a  .txt  extension)  in  my  favorite 
text  editor,  Smultron:  When  I  double¬ 
clicked  it,  it  opened  in  TextEdit;  when  I 
removed  the  .txt  extension  and  double¬ 
clicked  it  again,  it  opened  in  Smultron. 

There  are  workarounds:  You  could 
select  an  HTML  file  and  then  press  K-I  to 
open  the  Get  Info  window;  in  the  Open 
With  section,  you  could  select  a  preferred 
application  and  click  Change  All.  Or  you 
could  Control-click  a  file  in  question,  hold 
down  the  Option  key,  select  Always  Open 
With,  and  choose  an  application  from  the 


list  of  alternatives.  But  you  have  no  way  to 
set  the  creating  application  as  the  default 
program  for  all  double-clicked  files. 

I’d  be  happy  if  there  were  a  systemwide 
preference  that  let  me  toggle  between 
“Open  documents  with  creating  applica¬ 
tion”  and  “Open  documents  with  default 
application”  (with  any  Finder-set  prefer¬ 
ence  overriding  that  flag,  of  course). 
Developers  could  offer  this  same  option 
as  both  a  general  preference  and  in  Save 
dialog  boxes. 

Frankly,  I  don't  know  why  Apple  did  this. 

I  think  it’s  a  big  step  in  the  wrong  direction. 
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EB-D-Look  lnside-2....  920  KB 
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►  Spotlight  Comments: 


►  Genera!: 

►  More  Info: 

►  Name  &  Extension: 

▼  Open  with: 

fE3  Adobe  Photoshop  CS3  "T1 

Use  this  application  to  open  all  documents 
like  this. 

(  Change  All...  1 


►  Preview: 

►  Sharing  &  Permissions: 

A 

Change  File  Associations  Use  the  Get  Info 
window  to  select  an  app  to  open  a  particular  file. 

I  don’t  want  to  spend  my  time  in  the  Finder 
tagging  each  file  I  make  to  be  opened  with 
the  creating  application.  But  thaf  s  just  what 
Snow  Leopard  has  forced  me  to  do. 


Macs:  Current  Lineup 


SPEED- 

FIND 

PRODUCT 

SPECS 
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Intel  Core  2  Duo/2.1 3GHz 

MM 

$1799 

13  inches 

175 

4954 
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$1999 

1 5  inches 
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1 5  inches 
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Intel  Core  2  Duo/2.8GHz 

MM 

$2499 

1 7  inches 

256 

4952 

a  Speedmark  5  is  Macworld  Lab’s  standard  test  tool  for  benchmarking  systems  running  Mac  OS  X  10.5  (Leopard).  For  more 
information  on  Speedmark  testing,  go  to  www.macworld.com/speedmark.com, B  In  a  browser’s  address  field,  typing  a  find  code 
after  macworld.com/  takes  you  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview. 
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Storage  Solution; 


Introducing  the  all  new  DO  I  tf  \^0  |J3 U I  c 

At  last,  a  true  companion  for  your  Time  Capsule. 


SjMDOM 


ft t 


Storage  space  all  used  up  of  your  existing  Time  Capsule’?  Meet  Safe  Capsule  from  Stardom 
that  not  only  adds  more  network  storage  up  to  2  Terabytes  to  store  your  photo  &  music  files 
but  also  protects  whatever’s  stored  within  via  ’.AID  1  mirroring  technology.  Thanks  to  Time 
Capsule's  networking  capability,  simply  stack  your  Time  Capsule  onto  Safe  Capsule  and 
connect  via  USB  and  your  safe  network  storage  is  ready  to  go! 
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MICROSOFT  HIRING 
APPLE  STORE 
EMPLOYEES? 

You  can  say  this  about  the  folks  at  Microsoft: 
They  know  a  good  thing  when  they  see 
one — and  they’re  not  averse  to  copying  it. 

Not  content  with  opening  its  own  competing 
brick-and-mortar  stores  right  next  to  Apple’s 
(macworld.com/5398),  Microsoft  has  taken 
things  a  step  further:  According  to  a  report  on 
the  Apple-news  blog  The  Loop  (macworld.com/ 
5399),  the  software  giant  is  actively  trying  to 
lure  away  Apple  Store  staffers  to  help  run  its 
chain  of  retail  shops. 

Redmond  has  reportedly  been  offering  Apple 
Store  managers  raises  and  other  enticements  to 
defect  to  its  new  venture.  Those  converted 
employees  are  then  apparently  turning  around 
and  recruiting  their  former  colleagues. 

If  nothing  else,  it  seems  pretty  clear  that  the 
ancient  rivalry  between  Apple  and  Microsoft  is  still 
very  much  alive  and  well.— by  dan  moren 


MAC  USER 


More  Macs  at  Home 


Nearly  12  percent  of  U.S.  computer¬ 
owning  households  now  have  a  Mac, 
according  to  market  analysts  the  NPD 
Group  (macworld.com/5401).  That’s  up 
three  percentage  points  from  the 
market-research  firm’s  2008  findings. 

According  to  the  report,  85  percent  of 
those  Mac  households  also  own  a 
Windows-based  PC;  66  percent  of  them 
are  home  to  three  or  more  computers. 
(Just  29  percent  of  Windows  households 
have  more  than  one.) 

The  survey  found  that  63  percent 
of  Mac  households  own  an  iPod,  versus 
36  percent  of  overall  computer  owners, 
and  32  percent  own  a  DSLR  camera  (com¬ 
pared 
with  12 
percent 
overall).— 

JONATHAN 
SEFF 


THE  SNOW  LEOPARD  UPGRADE 


How  quickly  are  Mac  users  adopting  Snow  Leopard?  We  sorted  through  Macworld.com’s 
Web  statistics  to  find  out.  The  result:  Macworld  readers  have  been  quick  to  upgrade— 
within  a  month  of  Snow  Leopard’s  release,  the  majority  of  visits  to  Macworld.com  were  from 
Macs  running  the  new  OS.  Compare  those  numbers  with  the  adoption  rate  for  Windows 
Vista,  which,  after  ayear  on  the  market,  was  in  use  by  only  14  percent  of  PC  World’s  Web 
visitors  (macworld.com/5400).  Windows  XP  took  11  months  to  surpass  Windows  98  on 
PCWorld.com.  Snow  Leopard  took  about  10  days  to  surpass  Leopard  on  Macworld.com. 

OS  Versions  among  Macworld  Mac  Visits 
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□  1 0.5  PPC  □  1 0.5  I  ntel  □  1 0.6  Intel 


TOUGHNESS 

PERSONALIZED 


STYLE 

www.ZAGG.com/SKINS 


Braden  Anderson  &  mr.  caparro  at  the  Air  Conditioned  Supper  Club,  Venice. 

Bags:  Boo  nerve,  laptop  messenger  bag  ($129.95-149.95)  &  Boa  flow,  laptop  backpack  ($199.95),  visit  booq.com  for  more  details. 

Models:  Braden  Anderson  (16bitdjacademy.com,  family-affair.org)  &  mr.  caparro  (mrcaparro.com,  family-affair.org).  Photo:  Erik  Borzi  (erikborzi.com). 
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DISCOVER  GREAT,  LOW-COST  MAC 

I  ¥BdV»  I  U  PRODUCTS  BY  DAN  FRAKES 
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Histogram 


fJ7. 1  •  1/  100s  •  ISO  400 
3456w  x  2304h  (7.96MP) 

Canon  EOS  DIGITAL  REBEL  XT 
18.0-S5.0  mm 
Pattern 

Exposure  Program  Normal  Program 

Flash  did  not  fire,  compulsory  flash  mode 


Resolution 
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SneakPeek  Photo  1.0 


|’m  a  huge  fan  of  Mac  OS  X’s 
Quick  Look  feature,  which  lets  you  pre¬ 
view  most  types  of  documents  by  simply 
selecting  a  file  and  pressing  the  spacebar. 
And  I  like  that  third-party  developers  can 
extend  Quick  Look’s  functionality  via 
plug-ins.  But  whereas  most  plug-ins  add 
support  for  more  document  types, 

Code  Line  Software’s  SneakPeek  Photo 
provides  more  information  about  already 
supported  images. 

With  SneakPeek  Photo  installed,  Quick 
Look  previews  of  most  images  include 
detailed  information  about  the  file,  as  well 
as  metadata  provided  by  the  digital  camera 


that  took  the  shot.  File  name,  type,  and  size, 
as  well  as  f-stop,  exposure  time,  ISO,  focal 
length,  and  a  mini  histogram  are  always 
visible.  Move  your  mouse  over  icons  to  the 
right,  and  you  can  view  detailed  data  about 
the  image,  camera,  and  lens,  as  well  as  all 
EXIF  tags.  If  an  image  isgeotagged,you  can 
even  view  the  location,  on  a  world  map, 
where  the  photo  was  taken,  along  with  the 
exact  coordinates  of  that  location. 

Like  Quick  Look  itself,  SneakPeek  Photo 
also  works  on  Mail  attachments  and  in 
Open  and  Save  dialog  boxes. 

$io;  Code  Line  Software; 
macworld.com/5390 


SizeUpl.2 

Do  you  frequently  find  yourself 
positioning  windows  next  to  each  other  on 
screen — for  example,  when  dragging  files 
between  Finder  windows,  or  when 
comparing  the  contents  of  two  docu¬ 
ments?  SizeUp  lets  you  easily  set  up  such 
window  arrangements  via  simple  keyboard 
shortcuts.  It  also  lets  you  resize  and  move 
windows  to  a  particular  quarter  of  your 
screen,  move  windows  between  multiple 
displays,  and  move  windows  between 
workspaces  in  OS  X’s  Spaces  feature.  You 
can  also  easily  make  a  window  fill  the 
screen  or  assign  it  particular  dimensions 
and  center  it. 


mh  $13;  Irradiated  Software; 

macworld.com/5391 


Go  to  Weblog 

Read  Mac  Gems  online 
(macworld.com/macgems) 

for  longer  reviews  of  these 
and  other  products. 


Concentrate  1 .0.3 


PRODUCTIVITY 


I  With  all  the  distractions  that  your  Mac  and  its  network  connection  can  provide,  getting 
anything  accomplished  can  be  tough.  Concentrate  can  help  you  focus  on  particular  tasks  by  letting  you 
create  Activities,  which  are  groups  of  actions  you  want  to  occur  together — or  not  occur  together — to 
help  you  focus  on  a  particular  task.  Available  actions  let  you  launch  or  quit  specific  programs;  open 
documents  and  Web  sites;  block  certain  Web  sites;  set  your  chat  status  and  Desktop  image;  run  a  Unix 
script  or  an  AppleScript;  or  produce  a  sound,  spoken  message,  or  Growl  alert.  You  use  Concentrate’s 
main  window,  Dock  menu,  or  systemwide  menu  to  start  and  stop  activities. 

;  $29;  Roobasoft;  macworld.com/5392 
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PROMISING 

PROSPECT 


Read  Right 

GOESES  Twilight  Edge  Software’s  Read 
Right  (free;  www.twilightedge.com)  is  a 

PDF  reader  for  laptops  and  other 
small-screen  devices.  When  you  open  a 
PDF  in  Read  Right,  the  file  is  automati¬ 
cally  rotated  90  degrees,  scaled  to  fit 
the  screen,  and  shown  in  full-screen 
mode— you  rotate  your  laptop  as  if 
you’re  holding  a  book.  The  idea  behind 
Read  Right  is  that  most  current  laptop 
screens  use  a  widescreen  aspect  ratio, 
and  most  documents  are  taller  than 
they  are  wide,  so  you’ll  get  the  best 
reading  experience  if  your  PDFs  are 
oriented  to 
match  your 
2  screen.  Read 
Right  even 

~  remembersyour 

m  zoom  level  and 

■3  *  which  page  you 

-  were  jagt  reading 

for  each  PDF. 

For  more  info, 
goto  macworld 
.com/5395. 


LittleSnapper  1.5.1 


LittleSnapper 
picks  up  where 
Mac  OS  X’s  built-in 
screenshot 
features  leave  off, 
giving  you  power¬ 
ful  tools  to  create 
better  screen- 
shots,  arrange  and 
archive  them 
properly,  and  even 
upload  them  to 
the  Web.  You  can 

take  screenshots  of  the  entire  screen,  a  particular  window,  or  a  selected  area,  as  well  as  timed 
screenshots  and  screenshots  of  full  Web  pages  in  Safari  or  LittleSnapper’s  built-in  browser — 
all  by  using  the  keyboard  or  a  systemwide  menu. 

The  program’s  library  window  holds  all  your  screenshots,  as  well  as  any  images  you 
import.  You  can  rename,  rate,  tag,  describe,  and  classify  these  images.  You  can  also  edit 
them;  the  program  includes  tools  for  cropping,  highlighting,  blurring,  and  annotating. 

Edited  images  have  a  classy  look  to  them,  although  I  missed  having  basic  color-adjustment 
functionality  like  that  provided  by  both  iPhoto  and  Preview. 

LittleSnapper  provides  a  host  of  features  for  quickly  finding  images  as  your  library  grows. 
Basic  categorization  features  allow  you  to  define  an  image  as  a  Desktop  or  iPhone  screen- 
shot,  a  Web  page,  a  photo,  an  illustration,  a  mockup,  or  an  iSight  capture.  But  you  can  also  use 
tags,  notes,  ratings,  and  other  features  to  create  self-updating  smart  collections  that  work  like 
the  Finder’s  smart  folders  or  iTunes’  smart  playlists.  And  a  search  filter  lets  you  quickly  search 
for  a  specific  image.  In  addition,  you  can  upload  images  directly  to  emberapp.com,  Little- 
Snapper’s  companion  image-hosting  and  quasi-social-networking  service.— aayush  arya 
MM  ;  $35;  Realmac  Software;  macworld.com/5393 


UTILITIES 


iPhoto2Twitter  1.5.2 


SOCIAL  NETWORKING 


1 1  regularly  take  advantage  of  iPhoto  ’09’s 
integration  with  Flickr  and  Facebook,  but  sharing  photos  on  Twitter 
is  a  bit  more  complicated,  since  you  need  to  get  a  photo  out  of 
iPhoto  to  upload  it  somewhere.  That’s  where  iPhoto2Twitter,  an 
iPhoto  plug-in,  comes  in  handy.  It  lets  you  select  a  photo  in  iPhoto, 
publish  it  to  Twitpic  or  Mobypicture,  and  then  tweet  the  link. 

(Which  service  should  you  use?  Twitpic  is  for  photos  only,  while 
Mobypicture  lets  you  upload  photos  or  video  to  multiple  places 
simultaneously — Twitter,  Facebook,  Flickr,  Vimeo,  and  YouTube,  as 
well  as  to  WordPress,  Blogger,  and  LiveJournal  blogs.) 

With  the  plug-in  installed,  just  select  a  photo  and  choose  File  ► 
Export;  a  new  iPhoto2Twitter  option  appears.  (The  first  time 
you  use  the  plug-in,  you  choose  whether  you  want  to  use  Twitpic 
or  Mobypicture.) 

You  select  the  export  size,  type  your  Twitter  message  (140-character 
maximum),  and  click  on  Export— the  plug-in  takes  care  of  the  rest.  As 
you  type,  the  software  shows  a  live  character  count  that  includes  the 
characters  in  the  photo  URL  My  only  complaint  is  that  you  can’t  select 


1  item 


'  Cinctl  ,  (  Export  1 


other  image  services.— Jonathan  seff 

MM*  ;  €5;  Blue  Crowbar  Software;  macworld.com/5394 
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WHAT’S  NEW  IN  IPHONE  3.1 

The  iPhone's  3.1  software  update  brings  some  new  features,  patches  a  few  bugs 

By  Dan  Moren 


Summary  Infu 
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| ayePhone 
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lipi  Navigation  2.4  MB 
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j  j  BeejhrelM  3.0  with  Push  * 

*  Social  Networking  4.1  MB  ▼ 

Easier  Organizing  iTunes-based  app  management  greatly  improves  upon  the  existing  Home 
screen  organization. 


Behind  every  great  ‘.o’  release  is  a 
‘.1’  update  awaiting  its  opportunity 
to  contribute.  After  iPhone  3.0 
added  a  slate  of  new  features  this  June, 
the  newly  released  iPhone  3.1  has  arrived 
to  smooth  its  predecessor’s  rough  edges 
and  add  some  enhancements  of  its  own. 

iTunes  Features 

iPhone  3.1  arrives  in  tandem  with  iTunes  9 
(see  our  review  on  page  69),  so  if  s  no 
surprise  that  several  enhancements  require 
that  you  upgrade  Apple’s  jack-of-all-trades 
application  to  its  latest  version.  You  can 
now  organize  the  apps  on  your  iPhone’s 
Home  screen  via  iTunes.  Apple  also 
improved  your  media  syncing  options, 
enabling  you  to  sync  music  based  on 
specific  playlists  as  well  as  specific  artists 
or  genres.  In  addition,  the  iPhone  can  take 
advantage  of  iTunes  9’s  new  Genius  Mixes, 
which  automatically  generate  playlists 
based  on  your  existing  library,  without  your 
even  having  to  pick  a  song  to  seed  them. 

Video  Editing 

If  you’ve  ever  found  yourself  furtively 
shaking  your  iPhone  3GS  in  the  faint 


hope  of  undoing  an  errant  edit  to  a 
video  you  just  shot,  you’ll  appreciate 
iPhone  3.1’s  ability  to  save  trims  as  a 
new  clip.  When  you  edit  a  video  and  tap 
Trim,  a  sheet  will  pop  up  giving  you  the 
option  of  either  trimming  the  original 
clip  or  saving  a  new  copy.  Saving  a  new 
copy  drops  the  edited  version  into  your 


Camera  Roll — you  can  then  edit  it 
further,  if  you  so  desire.  Also  new  with 
3.1  is  the  ability  to  save  videos  sent  to 
you  via  Mail  or  MMS  into  your  iPhone’s 
Camera  Roll. 

Security  Additions 

MobileMe  subscribers  can  now  enable  a 
passcode  on  their  iPhones  remotely  via 
the  Find  My  iPhone  section  of  the  Mobile¬ 
Me  Web  site.  Under  the  hood,  iPhone  3.1 
patches  a  number  of  security  vulnerabili¬ 
ties  (for  more,  see  macworld.com/5358). 

Grab  Bag 

The  update  has  improved  the  iPhone’s 
Bluetooth  performance  when  Wi-Fi  is 
active;  it  also  lets  you  use  the  iPhone 
3GS’s  Voice  Control  feature  via 
Bluetooth  headsets.  And  finally,  iPhone 
3.1  provides  an  option  to  activate  some 
iPhone  3GS  accessibility  features  by 
triple-clicking  the  Home  button. 


Apple  Probes  3.1  Battery  Woes 

Apple  is  investigating  reports  of  battery  life  problems  from 
iPhone  3GS  users  who  have  complained  of  drained  batteries  after 
they  installed  the  iPhone  OS  3.1  update. 

To  further  its  investigation,  Apple  is  offering  users  an 
unsigned  battery  life  logger,  which  collects  data  about  their 
phone’s  battery  life.  Users  then  send  the  log  files  to  Apple  via 
e-mail  or  bugreport.apple.com. 

Push  or  Exchange  e-mail,  Wi-Fi,  Bluetooth,  and  some  apps  can  contribute  to  the 
deterioration  of  your  iPhone’s  battery  life,  according  to  Apple  Support  reps.  Apple 
support  staffers  suggests  that  if  you  experience  problems  with  your  iPhone’s  battery 
life,  you  should  restore  your  phone  from  iTunes.— daniel  ionescu 
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AARDVARK  MOBILE:  HUMAN 
ANSWERS  TO  YOUR  QUERIES 

By  Philip  Michaels 


Aardvark  has  taken  a  different 
tack  with  search  than  the 
Googles  of  the  world.  The 
online  service  figures  that  sometimes  it’s 
more  productive  to  ask  an  actual  person 
a  question  rather  than  brave  the  vagaries 
of  a  search  engine  and  its  sometimes 
irrelevant  answers.  The  people  behind 
Aardvark  are  now  bringing 
that  same  approach  to  the 
iPhone  and  iPod  touch. 

Like  the  Aardvark  Web 
site,  the  free  Aardvark 
Mobile  app  (macworld 
.com/5353)  tackles  the 
problem  of  handling 
subjective  searches  where 
two  people  might  type  in 
the  same  keywords  but  be 
looking  for  two  completely 
different  things.  Aardvark 
taps  into  your  social 
networks  and  contacts  on  Facebook, 
Twitter,  Gmail,  and  elsewhere  to  track 
down  answers  to  questions  that  might 
otherwise  flummox  a  search  engine — 
things  like  “Where’s  a  good  place  to  eat 


in  this  neighborhood?”  or  “Where 
should  I  stay  when  I  visit  London?” 

With  Aardvark’s  Web  service,  you  send  a 
message  to  Aardvark  through  your  IM 
client;  the  service  then  figures  out  who  in 
your  network  (and  in  their  extended 
network)  might  be  able  to  answer  the 
question  and  asks  them  on  your  behalf. 

(The  company  says  that  90 
percent  of  the  questions 
asked  via  Aardvark  get 
answered.  Most  questions 
are  answered  in  less  than 
five  minutes.) 

The  iPhone  version  of 
Aardvark  works  in  much 
the  same  way.  You  type  a 
message  directly  into  the 
application,  tag  it  with 
appropriate  categories,  and 
then  send  it;  Aardvark  pings 
people  for  an  answer,  and 
sends  you  a  push  notification  when  it 
receives  a  reply.  The  app  also  taps  into  the 
iPhone’s  built-in  location  features  to 
detect  your  location,  which  can  help 
when  you’re  asking  about  local  hotspots. 


iPhones:  Current  Lineup 


PRODUCT 

SPECS 

RATING 

PRICE  A 

DISPLAY 

PERFORMANCE 

FIND  CODE 

iPhone 3G 
and  3GS 

8GB  (3G) 

MM 

$99 

3.5-inch 

color 

5  hours  of  3G 
lnternet;5  hours  of 

3G  talk  time 

4184 

\  s  •  »  « 

16GB 

(3GS) 

MM* 

$199 

3.5-inch 

color 

9  hours  of  3G 
Internet^  hours  of 

3G  talk  time 

4955 

32GB 

(3GS) 

MM* 

$299 

3.5-inch 

color 

9  hours  of  3G 
Internet^  hours  of 
3Gtalktime 

4956 

iPod  Touch 

« -0?  a 

8GB 

MM 

$199 

3.5-inch 

color 

36  hours  of  music 
playback;  6  hours  of 
video  playback 

3864 

•  Of 

32GB 

MMI 

$299 

3.5-inch 

color 

36  hours  ofmusic 
playback;  6  hours  of 
video  playback 

5257 

64GB 

MM* 

$399 

3.5-inch 

color 

36  hours  of  music 
playback;  6  hours  of 

5258 

video  playback 


A  All  prices  are  the  best  current  prices  taken  from  a  PriceGrabber  survey  of  retailers  at  press  time. b  In  a  browser's  address  field, 
typing  a  find  code  after  macworld.com/ takes  you  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview. 


Apple  Clarifies  iPhone 
Antiphishing  Feature 

By  Dan  Moren 


Though  the 
iPhone  3.1  update 
added  support  for 
protection  against 
phishing  sites, 
some  users  have 
noted  with 
concern  that  it 
didn’t  seem  to 
catch  any.  But  as  it 
turns  out,  that’s 
mainly  because 
activating  the 


-UlAT&T  3G 


Suspected  Phishing  Site 

^ho^ovetsgutdexom^  r 


3 


Warning:  Suspected  phishing  site 


The  websrte  you  are  visiting  has  been 
reported  as  a  “phishing'  website.  These 
websites  are  designed  to  trick  you  into 
disclosing  personal  or  financial 
information,  usually  by  creating  a  copy  of 
a  legitimate  website,  such  as  a  bank 


kaam  aan  ftfrcm  fifatofttofl  acami 

Report  an. error 


Close  this  Page 


Ignore  this  Warning 


feature  requires  a  few  extra  steps  that 
most  users  didn’t  know  about. 

In  an  interview  with  The  Loop 
(macworld.com/5356),  Apple 
spokesperson  Bill  Evans  said  that  the 
company  downloads  Safari’s 
antiphishing  database  onto  your 
phone  while  you’re  charging  it,  “to 
protect  battery  life  and  ensure  there 
aren’t  any  additional  data  fees.”  That 
suggests,  among  other  things,  that 
the  antiphishing  database  is  stored 
locally  on  the  iPhone.  Presumably,  the 
database  can  be  updated  over  the 
network  after  that  initial  download; 
otherwise  it  would  be  fairly  useless 
against  phishing  sites,  which  sprout 
up  with  tremendous  frequency.  Apple 
has  employed  a  similar  technique  in 
the  Mac  version  of  Safari  (macworld 
.com/5357),  which  works  with  Google’s 
Safe  Browsing  system. 

According  to  Apple,  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  antiphishing 
software, you  should  launch  Safari  on 
iPhone  3.1  on  a  Wi-Fi  network,  and 
then  charge  the  phone  with  the 
screen  turned  off.  The  need  to  take 
this  extra  step  to  download  the 
database  explains  why  some  users 
saw  irregular  results  when  they  first 
encountered  this  feature.  However, 
Apple  doesn’t  clarify  the  procedure 
on  its  support  Web  site  or  in  the 
iPhone’s  manual,  which  could 
contribute  to  users’  confusion. 
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(■!  I  I^lfl  iPHONE  AND  iPOD  TOUCH  SOFTWARE 

THAT’S  CAUGHT  OUR  EYE 


Hitchcock  1.0.1 

GEH3  Whether  you’re  a  practicing  moviemaker  or  just  an  aspiring  one, 
Hitchcock  gives  you  a  mobile  method  for  fleshing  out  your  ideas  via 
storyboarding.  The  app  allows  you  to  add  a  photo  still,  annotate  it  with 
text,  and  then  play  the  resulting  “movie”  so  you  can  see  how  the  scene 
will  look.  You  can  dolly  in  or  dolly  out  by  placing  a  rectangle  on  a  photo, 
indicating  how  the  camera  will  zoom.  You  can  also  show  how  the  camera 
will  pan  across  the  scene.  Hitchcock  is  no  match  for  a  desktop-based 
app,  of  course,  but  it’s  a  nice  stand-in  for  when  you’re  on  the  scene  and 
about  to  shout  “Action.”— john  brandon 
mm  ;  $20;  Cinemek;  macworld.com/5321 


Pocket  Universe  1.8.2 

EHSElThis  app,  which  puts  the  night 
sky  in  your  pocket,  would  have  amazed 
Galileo.  iPhone  3GS  users  can  tap  into 
the  device’s  GPS  capabilities  so  that  the 
app  knows  exactly  where  you  are;  other 
iPhone  and  iPod  touch  models  can  use 
the  Location  Service  feature  to  get  a 
map  of  the  stars  overhead.  The  Tonight’s 
Sky  feature  provides  a  report  detailing 
what  you’ll  be  able  to  see  that  evening 
and  when.— lex  friedman 
MMf;  $3;  Craic  Design;  macworld 
.com/5324 


APP  GEMS 


Sports  Games 

Tiger  Woods  PGA 
Tour  mm  1  The  world’s 
greatest  golfer  lends  his  name  to  an 
outstanding  mobile  golf  game 

(macworld.com/5329). 

We  also  like: 


2XL  Supercross  MM 

macworid.com/5331 


Flick  Fishing  f  f  f  f 

macworld.com/5332 


Real  Soccer  2010  MM 

macworid.com/5355 


Find  more  great  sports  game  apps  for  your  iPhone  at 

macworld.com/5354. 


|. ,3.; AT&T  <$■ 

3:31  PM  Sj 

B- - -J 

«  ~y7nnr 

Amazon.com:  This  Is  Wat... 

Jan  24,  2009  12:57  AM 

Books.  David  Foster  Wallace 

iiijj 

Untitled  snapshot  note 

Jul  14,  2009  3:16  AM 

J  Not  Tagged 

[{ffllSdSS&nSSHHi 

Welcome  to  Evernote! 

1  Oct  28,  2008  8:19  PM 

|  Not  Tagged 

USA.  Nevada,  Winnemucca 

• 

_ Qranae  Mortgage _ 

fr; 

Ni*w  Note 

fc  ★  # 

Notes  Favorites  Account 

Evemote  3.1.1 

iiiHiLUMiO  Like  the  desktop  version  of 
Evernote  (MM;  macworld.com/5214),  this 
iPhone  counterpart  is  a  tool  for  capturing  and 
viewing  content  stored  on  your  Evernote.com 
account.  The  app  simplifies  the  task  of 
uploading  notes,  snapshots,  and  voice  memos 
you’ve  recorded  from  within  Evernote  to  the 
Web  site.  And  the  search  tool,  which  recognizes 
text  in  uploaded  images,  is  impressive.  The  app 
does  have  some  limitations — particularly  with 
document  editing  and  with  video  and  audio  that 
you’ve  recorded  with  your  phone — but  overall, 
this  is  a  fine  addition  to  Evernote’s  stable  of 
note-capturing  tools.— jeffery  battersby 
MM  ;  free;  Evernote;  macworld.com/5323 


Madden 
NFL  10 1.0.2 

EES  The  best-selling 
sports  gaming  fran¬ 
chise  of  all  time  has 
found  a  good  home  on 
the  iPhone.  Though 
you  won’t  find  some  of 
the  more  nuanced 
trappings  of  the 
console  version, 

Electronic  Arts’  iPhone 
offering  manages  to 

deliver  realistic  football  action.  Unquestionably  the  Al  could  use  some  tweaks — certain 
running  plays  will  leave  your  computerized  opponent  more  confused  than  a  third-string 
Detroit  Lions  cornerback — and  sound  management  seems  to  be  a  bit  buggy  at  the 
moment.  But  Madden  NFL  io  gets  the  spirit  and  feel  of  the  franchise  right.— chris  holt 
MM  ;  $10;  Electronic  Arts;  macworld.com/5322 
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Reiner  Knizia’s 
Robot  Master  1.2 


EESJThis  ridiculously  addictive  puzzler  can 
be  aggravating— but  in  a  good,  fun,  replay- 
able  way.  You  have  to  fill  a  five-by-five  grid 
with  numbers  so  that  the  columns  and  rows 
add  up  to  a  large  figure.  (Bonuses  help  you 
rack  up  the  points.)  Unfortunately,  the  lowest 
column  or  row  total  represents  your  final 
score.  It’s  a  challenging,  maddeningly  fun 
game  to  play,  and  it’s  available  in  a  number 
of  modes  that  add  various  strategic  twists. 
Outstanding  artwork  and  well-executed 
audio  enhance  the  overall  excellence  of  this 
game.— lex  friedman 
MM*  ;  $1;  Conlan  Rios;  macworld.com/5327 


ESSENTIAL  APPS 


Companion  Apps 

These  apps  team  up  with  a  desktop 
counterpart  to  deliver  a  one-two 
punch  (macworld.com/5328). 


TweetDeck  mm*  The 

'  Twitter  app’s  column-based 
interface  looks  good  on  the  iPhone. 


Daylite  Touch  MM  This 
fc  add-on  puts  the  business 
organization  tool  in  your  pocket. 


Reunion  MM  Fill  out  your 
rr I  family  tree — even  on  the  go. 


Brain  Quest  Blast  Off:  Grade  2  and  Grade  3 


EDUCATION 


I  Parents  of  elementary  school  students  are  probably  familiar  with  Brain  Quest, 
found  in  the  children’s  book  sections  of  bookstores  in  the  spot  reserved  for  educational 
items  that  fall  into  the  nebulous  region  between  books  and  toys.  These  iPhone  games  based 
on  Brain  Quest’s  question-and-answer  format  lean  toward  the  entertainment  side  of  the 
“edutainment”  scale,  but 


they’re  still  worthwhile. 
Modality  has  done  a  terrific 
job  of  transferring  the  Brain 
Quest  experience  to  the 
iPhone,  using  the  questions 
and  the  spirit  of  Brain  Quest 
as  a  starting  point  for  a  game 
that  encourages  sharp 
thinking.— jeff  merron 
Both  versions,  MttUs 
Modality;  macworld.com/5326 


More  Reviews 

See  more  iPhone  and  iPod  touch  apps  we’ve  tested  at  iPhone  Central  (macworld.com/4164). 

3D  image  creator  $1  MM!  5316 


StudyBlue  MM  You  must 
■  5  I  hold  a  premium  membership 
at  StudyBlue.com  to  use  this  worthy 
mobile  study  aide. 


1  »p  *0  select  ;i  Oraq  to  tc-ordi't  llw.’tn 
Double  lap  10  jeturn  to  the  canvas  view 


APPLICATION 


FIND  CODE* 


3D  Camera  1.3 

Juicy  Bits 


Economy 

Cascade  Software 


economics 

newsreader 


$1 


MM 


5317 


Layers  1.3 

GS32ZL  Another 
entry  in  the  line 
of  painting  apps 
for  the  iPhone 
and  iPod  touch, 

Layers  delivers 
the  long-awaited 
ability  to  build 
multiple  layers 
into  your  mobile 
creations.  Sup¬ 
port  for  multiple 
layers  gives  you 
much  improved  control  and  opens  up 
many  creative  opportunities,  such  as 
producing  photo  compositions  by  taking  a 
picture  from  your  camera  roll  and 
selectively  erasing  portions  of  it.  The  ability 
to  export  PSD  files  is  another  noteworthy 
feature  of  this  excellent  app.— tim  mercer 
MM  ;  $5;  Gotow.net;  rnacworld.com/5325 


Mactracker  1.0.2 

Ian  Page 

Mac  reference 
guide 

free 

MM 

5318 

The  Typography 

Manual 

The  Typography  Manual 

typography  guide 

$4 

MM* 

5319 

WriteRoom  2.1 

note  taker 

$5 

MM* 

5320 

Hog  Bay  Software 


•  In  a  browser's  address  field,  typing  in  find  codes  after  macworld.com/ directs  you  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview.  For  example, 
macworld.com/531 6  takes  you  to  our  review  of  3D  Camera. 


App  Guide 

Get  more  reviews,  including 
reader  reviews,  as  well  as 
listings  for  every  iPhone 
app  at  AppGuide.com. 
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TM 


I D  R  6  5  0  m 

Increased  Dynamic  Range  earphones 
with  tapLINE™  remote  5  mic  for 
iPod  &  iPhone 


( - \ 

Made  for 

©I  iPod 

V _ _ _ 


□  Works  with 

iPhone 


kickBACK™ 


IP3KGW 
Grey  on  White 


hybrid  case  with  kickstand 
for  iPhone  3GS  and  iPhone  3G 


iPhone  3GS 

16GB  32GB 


iPhone  3G 
8GB  16GB 


also  available  for  iPod  touch  6  iPod  nano 


IP3KBK  -  Black  on  Black 


.com 


£2099  Sc&scfie  Industries,  Inc.  iPhone  is  a  trademark  of  Apple  Inc.  ‘  Works  nit*  iPhone"  means  that  ao  electronic  accessory  has  been  designed  to  connect  specifically  to  iPhone  and  has 
been  certified  bg  tile  developer  to  meet  Apple  performance  standards  Apple  is  not  responsible  for  the  operation  of  this  device  or  its  compliance  with  safety  ano  regulatory  standards 


the  necessary  accessory 

Listen  •  Power  •  Protect  •  Connect 


TM 

powerFUZE 

Home  S  car  USB  charging  kit 


showTI M E  HD 


TM 


High  definition  audio/video  component/RGB  cable  for  iPod  &  iPhone 


Works  with 

iPhone 


Use  promo  code  "MWGG"  to  receive  15%  off  atwww.scosche.com 


uiujui.tuiftter.com/scoschelnc 
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GEAR  FROM 
$50  TO  $149 


We’ve  seen  the  same 

headlines  you  have. 

Times  are  tough.  Budgets 
are  tight.  Money  isn’t 
exactly  raining  from  the 
skies  these  days.  So  that  means  great  tech  gear  for 
your  Mac,  iPhone,  and  iPod  is  out  of  reach  this 
holiday  season,  right? 

Not  at  all.  We’ve  scoured  store  shelves  both  physical 
and  virtual  to  find  impressive  gadgetry  that  doesn’t  put 
a  hurt  on  your  bank  balance.  Whether  your  budget 
calls  for  spending  just  a  few  dollars  or  lets  you  splurge 
on  something  with  a  three-digit  price  tag,  we’ve  got 
you  covered  with  gear  that  will  enhance  what  you 
already  own,  let  you  get  more  things  done,  and  maybe 
even  put  a  smile  on  your  face. 


GEAR 

UNDER  $50 


GEAR  FOR 
$150  OR  MORE 


The  Macworld  Gear  Guide 


TAKE  A  DEEP  BREATH 


When  it  comes  to  battery  life,  heat  is  the  enemy.  BBP  Bags  offers  a 
no-sweat  way  to  carry  a  MacBook  while  keeping  the  heat  at  bay.  The 
Breathe  Sleeve  provides  4mm  shock-absorbing  neoprene  protection  for 
your  laptop,  with  ventilated  panels  to  help  keep  the  machine  cool.  The 
sleeve  comes  in  basic  black  and  chic  pink  for  13-,  15-,  and  17-inch  laptops. 
The  sleeve  also  boasts  a  couple  of  bonus  pockets  for  storage,  with  just 
enough  room  for  a  power  cord  in  front,  a  magazine  in  back,  and  a  USB 
thumb  drive  nestled  snugly  in  between— ben  boychuk 
$35;  BBP  Bags;  macworld.com/5290 


Let  Your  Light  Shine 

An  iPhone  with  a  flashlight  app  is  useful  for  small 
tasks  like  finding  your  keys.  But  more  rugged 
situations  call  for  a  bright  light  and  free  hands.  With 
the  Gorillatorch,  Jorby  has  taken  the  popular  pliable 
legs  from  its  Gorillapod  tripod  and  replaced  the  camera 
mount  with  a  powerful  LED  flashlight.  The  light  has  a 
dimmer  switch,  can  shine  up  to  65  lumens,  and  runs 
for  up  to  80  hours  on  three  AA  batteries.  To 
increase  the  little  guy’s  already  impressive  ability 
to  mount  almost  anywhere,  Joby  added  strong 
magnets  to  the  end  of  each  leg.  The  water- 
resistant  Gorillatorch  is  ideal  for  camping, 
spelunking,  late-night  reading,  and  emer¬ 
gency  kits— HEATHER  KELLY 
$30;  Jorby;  www.joby.com/gorillatorch 


SIGN  ME  UP 

Ten  One  Design’s  nifty  Autograph  application 
addresses  an  analog  gap  in  this  digital  world.  It  lets 
you  use  your  computer  to  write  your  signature— 
so  long  as  the  computer  is  a  unibody  MacBook  run¬ 
ning  Snow  Leopard.  A  hot  key  summons  a  trans¬ 
lucent  window;  trace  a  finger  on  your  trackpad,  and 
you’ll  see  your  writing  appear  as  if  by  dastardly  black 
magic.  Paste  the  signature  in  any  program; you  can 
even  pick  a  color  for  and  choose  the  size  of  your  John  Hancock.— dan  moren 
$7;  Ten  One  Design;  www.tenonedesign.com 


ONE  WORD: 
PLASTICS 

Agent  18’s 
popular  Slider 
case  for the 
original  iPhone 
returns  for  the 
iPhone  3G  and 
3GS  as  the 
EcoShield 
Slider.  As 
before,  the 
slider  fits  the 
phone  snugly. 

In  this  version, 
the  case  is 
made  almost 
entirely  from 
post-consumer 
plastic  bottles.  A 
locking  mechanism  ensures  the 
case  won’t  slide  on  a  whim,  and  silicon 
pads  inside  the  case  help  guard 
against  scratches.  As  a  bonus,  the 
case  has  a  little  table  stand,  too.  The 
cases  come  in  sleek  black,  white,  and  a 
cool  blue.— bb 

$35;  Agent  18;  macworld.com/5292 
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STRIKE  THE  RIGHT  KEY 


Maybe  a  keyboard  doesn’t  seem  like  the  sort  of  gift  that  inspires  squeals  of 
delight  come  holiday  time,  but  at  least  you  know  it’s  something  the 
recipient  is  going  to  use  every  day.  And  Macall/s  iKeySlim  is  the  kind  of 
keyboard  they’ll  enjoy  using.  The  peripheral  is  a  direct  descendent  of  the 
company’s  popular  IceKey  keyboard,  complete  with  low-profile  laptop-style  keys, 
media  controls  (volume  up  and  down,  mute,  eject),  and  two  built-in  USB  2.0  ports.  At  jus 
the  iKeySlim  shows  that  a  decent  keyboard  doesn’t  have  to  cost  a  bundle.— dan  frakes 
$30;  Macally,  macworld.com/5295 


Wake-Up  Call 


Many  iPhone  owners  already  use  their  phone  as  a  makeshift  alarm 
clock — so  why  not  just  turn  it  into  a  nightstand  clock?  Kensington’s 
Nightstand  Charging  Dock  supports  the  iPhone  horizontally  as  it 
charges  it  at  night.  The  base  is  covered  in  rubber  and  has  a  USB  cable 
that  grabs  power  from  the  included  AC  charger  or  a  USB  port  on  your 
Mac.  But  the  key  is  the  free 

companion  iPhone  app  ^ 9  2^ 

that  turns  the  iPhone’s  Wl( 

screen  into  a  dimmable  i 

clock  that  also  displays 
the  weather.— df 
$40;  Kensington; 
macworld.com/5296 


GREETING 

E-CARD 


Thoughtful  as  they  are,  greeting  cards 
lack  that  personal  touch.  RogueSheep’s 
Postage  iPhone  app  lets  you  put  a  per¬ 
sonal  stamp  on  messages  by  converting 
your  photos  into  electronic  postcards. 
Choose  from  more  than  60  templates 
and  edit  photos  so  that  they  fit  the  de¬ 
sign  perfectly.  A  holiday-specific  version 
is  in  the  works,  too.— philip  Michaels 
$5;  RogueSheep;  macworld.com/4981 


Ck 


HXIOTROD  I  I 

mocJbook 


Everything  in  your  life  can  be  a  source  of 
inspiration.  So  capture  what  inspires  you 
with  the  Modbook®,  the  award-winning 
Mac®  tablet.  Draw,  sketch  and  write  wherever 
you  go,  whenever  the  inspiration  strikes. 
Sturdy  and  portable,  the  Modbook  is  your 
mobile  sketchbook  or  your  all-in-one  studio. 


The  Modbook.  Let  your  everyday  life  inspire 
|  your  creative  life. 


Artists  (clockwise  from  top): 


Stephanie  Laberis. 


Aikilivfl  aivJ  Modbook  ate  inJcnurUor  rfpMtwl  lratkniaA->  uf  Axi«*n»i  be  in  wk  I  '_S  otfvv 
ctwixrirv  Mac'  «a  a  L'«iemui  or  iqriitcinJ  tjikicnwik  of  Apf.k  La  .  in  the  I'-S.  IkI  vllw< 


Inspiration 

^atch  every  drop 


Kody  Chamberlain.  Emma  Coats 


December  2009  Macworld  37 


The  Macworld  Gear  Guide 


WE’RE  ALL  EARS 

Because  they  sit  just  inside  the 
ends  of  your  ear  canals  to  block 
out  a  decent  amount  of  external 
noise,  a  set  of  canalphones 
makes  the  ideal  replacement  for 
the  earbuds  that  come  included  with 
your  iPod.  Altec  Lansing’s  BackBeat  Classic 
(below)  stands  out  by  providing  decent  sound  quality,  a 
sturdy  design,  and  a  distinctive  appearance  for  just  $30.  For  an 
extra  $30 — still  a  reasonable  price  compared  with  the  $ioo-plus  prices 
of  many  canalbuds  and  in-ear-canal  headphones  even  if  it’s  a  tad  over 
our  self-imposed  undergo  limit — Maximo’s  iM-590  iMetal  Isolation 
Earphones  (above)  offer  a  big  step  up  in  sound  quality,  comfort,  and 
design.  I  love  the  metal  earpieces  and  color-coordinated  trim, 
eartips,  and  cables.  You  also  get  a  generous  collection 
of  accessories:  a  carrying  case,  four  sets  of 
silicone  eartips,  an  extension  cord,  a  shirt 
clip,  an  airplane  adapter,  and  a  2.5mm 
adapter  plug— df 

BackBeat  Classic:  $30;  Altec  Lansing; 
macworld.com/5300 
iM-590  iMetal  Isolation 
Earphones:  $60;  Maximo;  macworld 
.com/5301 


I 


PILLOW  TALK 


Until  your  Mac  fanaticism  includes  home  furnishings,  you’ve 
only  scratched  the  surface  of  devotion.  Throwboy  has  a  col¬ 
lection  of  handcrafted  throw  pillows  that  resemble  half  a  dozen 
Mac  OS  X  icons,  including  the  Finder,  iTunes,  and  iPhoto.  Put 
the  Icon  pillows  on  your  couch,  and  people  will  know  your 
love  for  all  things  Mac  the  moment  they  enter  your  home.— pm 
$29  each,  $149  for  the  set;  Throwboy;  www.throwboy.com 


All  Wound  Up 


When  it’s  time  to  plug  my  earbuds  into  my 
iPhone,  I  must  unravel  the  Gordian  knot  the 
cable  has  worked  itself  into  within  my  pocket 
SendStation’s  earBuddy  imposes  order  with 
its  ABS  reel  in  a  keychain-size  case.  Wind  up 
the  cable  and  close  the  durable  case  on  your 
untangled  earbuds.— pm 
$13;  SendStation;  macworld.com/53n 
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So  clear  it  makes 
invisible  jealous 


© 


Available  for  the 
complete  Apple  family 


Corner  Coverage 

Best  corner 
coverage  of  the 
category. 


Optically  Clear 

Perfect 

protection  that 
can’t  be  seen. 


f 

Lifetime 

Warranty 

No  hassle 
replacements  for 
life. 
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Get  10%  Off 

Coupon  Code:  MacWorld 


BODYGUARDZfft 

bodyguardz.com  *  m\ 
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You  want  the  iPhon 

IT  needs  to  protect 
your  enterprise. 

It’s  all  Good. 


Protect.  Connect.  Collaborate. 

With  Good  for  Enterprise  you  can  securely  connect  and  collaborate  on  the  mobile  device  you  want  and 
IT  will  be  able  to  manage  and  protect  your  company’s  most  proprietary  and  sensitive  data.  Find  out  how 
we  can  help  your  enterprise.  Visit  us  online  at  or  call  1-866-7-BE-GOOD. 


2009  Good  Technology.  The  Good  logo  and  Good  for  Enterprise  are  trademarks  of  Good  Technology,  Inc.  iPhone  is  a  trademark  of  Appfe.lnc.,  registered  in  the  U.S.  and  other  countries.  All  ngpts  reserved. 
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WHO’S  GOT 
THE  BUTTON? 

For  some,  the  austere  look  of  the  iPod 
shuffle  is  a  thing  of  beauty.  But  for  others 
who  prefer  their  own  set  of  headphones 
instead  of  Apple’s  earbuds  (which  also 
control  the  shuffle),  it’s 
button-phobic  minimal¬ 
ism  gone  too  far.  If  you 
want  the  controls  back  in 
your  hands,  two  low-cost 
accessories  can  help. 

Scosche’s  tapStick  (right)  is  a  plastic  case 
that  slides  onto  your  shuffle  and  has  its 
own  buttons  for  playing  and  pausing 
music  and  adjusting  volume.  Belkin’s 

Headphone  Adapter  for  iPod  shuffle 

(left)  sports  those  same  controls  on  a 
slender  cable — the  shuffle  plugs  into  one 
end  and  the  headphones  of  your  choice  fit 
into  the  other.— pm 

tapStick:  $30;  Scosche;  macworld.com/5308 

Headphone  Adapter:  $20;  Belkin; 

macworld.com/5309 


Cowabunga 

iPhone-toting  city  slickers 
who’d  like  a  taste  of  the 
frontier  have  a  friend  in 
Southern  Brand.  The 
company  makes  the  Limited 
Edition  Cowhide  iPhone 
Cover,  which,  as  the  name 
implies,  swaddles  your 
phone  in  the  part  of  Ol’ 
Bessie  that  she  won’t  be 
needing  after  the  last 
roundup.  (The  company 
offers  an  identically  priced 
version  made  out  of 
Longhorn  hide.)  The  inside 
of  the  handmade  slipcover  is 
soft  suede  with  a  smooth 
chocolate-colored  tanned- 
leather  backing.  It’s  a  way  to 
add  a  little  bit  of  country  to 
your  rock  ’n’  roll  mobile 
device.— pm 
$29;  Southern  Brand; 
macworld.com/5310 


MacSpeech 

Dictate 

www.macspeech.com 


ergonomic 

furniture  solutions  that  work 

work  standing  or  sitting  -  anytime 

Biomorph  furniture  adjusts  to  a  perfect  fit, 
with  our  full  line  of  desks,  chairs,  lighting 
and  add-ons  for  all  applications. 

biomorph.com  •  catalog  888  302  DESK 
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Plus,  get  the  Tips  &  Tricks  CD-ROM  FREE  with  your  order. 


Cover  Price 

You  Save 

Your  1  Year  Cost 

$63.91 

►  Cfl9.92> 

Savings  based  on  annual  US  newsstand  rate  of 
$83.88.  Foreign  orders  must  be  prepaid  in  US  funds 
with  additional  postage.  Add  $1 0  per  year  for 
Canada;  and  $25  per  year  for  foreign  air  delivery. 
Canadian  GST  or  HST  included  where  applicable.  Or 
order  online  at  http://www.macworld.com/outsideUS 
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TAKE  NOTE 


I’ll  be  on  the 
phone  with 
somebody  when 
suddenly,  a  vital 
piece  of  infor¬ 
mation— a  phone 
number,  an 
address,  a  time 
and  date— will 
come  up  in  the 
conversation. 

Naturally,  this  is 
when  the  notepad 

I  keep  near  the  phone  decides  to  go  missing,  and  I  wind  up 
scribbling  data  on  the  nearest  piece  of  paper.  Scratch-N~Scroll, 
from  Quirky,  can  spare  me  the  indignity  of  writing  down  a  phone 
number  on  my  hand,  like  some  lovesick  middle-schooler.  The 
mousepad  doubles  as  a  writing  surface;  use  the  stylus  or  your  finger 
to  jot  down  notes  on  the  pad  itself.  Once  you’ve  transferred  the 
information  to  paper,  just  flip  up  the  semi-transparent  top  sheet  to 
make  your  notations  disappear.— pm 
$15;  Quirky;  macworld.com/5312 


A  Place  for  Everything 

My  iPhone  makes  phone  calls,  downloads  e-mail,  and  pulls  up  any 
Website  I  ask  it  to.  So  why  should  the  case  I  store  this  multitasker  in 
content  itself  with  doing  just  one  thing?  eHolster’s  e-Vibe  iPhone 
Case  with  Wallet  (bottom  right)  not  only  holds  an  iPhone  or  iPod 
touch  (or  other,  lesser  smartphone),  it  also  sports  an  ID  holder; 
three  card  slots  for  credit  cards,  bank  cards,  and  the  like;  pockets  for 
both  cash  and  coins;  and  a  mesh 
pocket  to  stash  extras,  like  earbuds. 

Don’t  feel  left  out,  iPod  nano 
owners— Proporta’s  Wallaby 
Wallet  (above)  does  much  the 
same  thing  by  combining  a  wallet 
with  a  nano  case— pm 
e-Vibe  iPhone  Case:  $25;  eHolster; 
macworld.com/5403 
Wallaby  Wallet:  £30;  Proporta; 
macworld.com/5314 


The  premium  Leather  Flioht  Jacket 


PjP  MacCase 

premium  Leather 

r. 

866 .  526  2247  IfflCTO  GErtuFt 


Only  $39.95  plus  shipping  &  handling 
Order  yours  today  at  www.hns-up.com 

Use  promo  code  MWGG  at  checkout  &  receive  1 0%  off  your  FIN 


Introducing ... 

The  FIN 


Now  fits  all  "Unibody"  MacBook/MacBook  Pros 


All-In-One  Handle/Stand 

The  FIN  tilts  your  MacBook  Pro  or  MacBook  at  the 
perfect  ergonomic  angle  for  both  typing  and  view¬ 
ing.  It  also  serves  as  a  convenient  handle  that  not  only 
makes  carrying  easier,  but  much  safer  by  providing  an 
area  for  a  firm  grip,  thereby  helping  prevent  drops  that 
can  severely  damage  or  altogether  destroy  your  Mac. 


Copyright  2009  fins  Up,  IIC.  All  rights  reserved.  The  FIN  is  a  trademark  of  Fms  Up.'lyX 


Apple  Specialist 


It's  the  2nd  Annual  Apple  Specialist  Pre-Holiday  Sale 


Great  Deals  on  All  New  Macs! 


W! 


17-inch  MacBook  Pro 
with  24-inch  LED  Display 


fill 


OF  THE  YEAR 

November  20th-22nd 


Go  to  applespecialist.com/sale  to  find  your  Apple  Specialist! 


Save  BIG  on  the  hottest  Holiday  Gifts! 


15-inch  MacBook  Pro 


Top  5  Mac  Games 

Rome  Total  War  BioShock  3D 


Call  of  Duty  4 


Neverwinter  2 


Sims  3 


www.applespecialist.com/sale 
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The ‘S’ 
Stands 
for  ‘Solar’ 


Scosche’s  SolChat  gives 
people  without  the 
good  fortune  to  have 
Bluetooth  in  their  cars 
the  ability  to  have  a 
(mostly)  hands-free 
speakerphone  experi¬ 
ence  with  their  phones. 

Once  you  pair  the 
SolChat  with  your  phone, 
it’ll  speak  the  caller  ID 
information  of  incoming 
calls— a  feature  the 
iPhone  currently 
lacks — and  then  function  as  a  speakerphone.  A  solar  panel 
on  the  SolChat’s  back  powers  the 
device,  though  you  can  also  charge  it 
via  USB  or  directly  from  your  car. 

And  the  SolChat  works  with  the 
iPhone  3GS’s  Voice  Control  feature, 
so  you  can  dial  out  without  picking 
up  your  phone— just  press  the 
SolChat’s  button  to  initiate  Voice 
Control,  and  tell  your  3GS  who  you 
want  to  call.— jason  snell 
$100;  Scosche;  www.scosche.com 


Let  the  Sun  Shine  In 


Sure,  the  sun  is  responsible  for  sustaining  all  life  on  Earth,  but  what’s  it 
really  done  for  you  lately?  Make  that  big  ball  of  gas  start  earning  its  keep  by 
having  it  poweryour  iPhone  3G  or  3GS.  NovoThink’s  surge  is  an  iPhone 
case  available  in  eight  colors  that  also  doubles  as  a  hybrid  solar  charger. 
Using  solar  panel  technology,  it  harnesses  sunlight  that  might  otherwise  be 
wasted  on  photosynthesis  to  keep  your 
iPhone  powered  up.— pm 
$70;  NovoThink;  macworld.com/5313 


GO  GREEN 


For  the  student  on  the  move,  or 
the  mover  headed  back  to 
school,  Targus’s  Spruce 
EcoSmart  Backpack  offers  a 
comfortable  fit,  with  ample 
space  and  plenty  of  pockets  for 
the  stuff  of  21st  century  life.  The 
backpack  holds  a  15.6-inch 
laptop;  separate  pockets  will 
hold  a  water  bottle,  an  MP3 
player,  business  cards,  keys,  and 
sundries.  And  the  pack  boasts 
environmentally  friendly 
materials  and  construction, 
including  tough  polyester  woven 
from  recycled  bottles  and 
nickel-free  hardware.  The  Spruce 
EcoSmart  Backpack  comes  in 
black  with  green  accents.— bb 
$90;  Targus;  macworld.com/5291 


CIRCLE 
THE  SQUARE 


Attaching  your  Mac  to  your  TV  to 
build  the  ultimate  media  server  is 
challenging  enough.  But  what  about 
controllingyour  creation?  Hillcrest 
Labs  offers  a  solution  in  the  form  of 
its  Loop  pointer,  a  wireless  mouse 
shaped  true  to  its  name.  You  control 
the  Loop  by  pointing  it  at  your  TV  and 
movingyour  hand  where  you’d  like 
the  cursor  to  go.  The  Loop  has  left 
and  right  mouse  buttons  and  a 
scrollwheel;  it  works  over  RF  in  league 
with  a  USB  transceiver;  it  runs  off  two 
AA  batteries;  and  it’s  compatible  with 
Windows,  the  Mac,  the  Sony  PlaySta¬ 
tion  3,  and  an  Apple  TV  running  aTV 

Flash— CHRISTOPHER  BREEN 

$99;  Hillcrest  Labs; 
www.hillcrestlabs.com/loop 


44  Macworld  December  2009 


SOLCHAT  AND  BACKPACK  PHOTOGRAPHS  BY  ROBERT  CARDIN 


SGEAR  GUIDE 

™  '  www.macally.com 


Advertisement 


r 


ALL  NEW  PROTECTIVE  CASES 

For  iPod  Touch  3rJ  Generation  &  iPod  Nano  5"! Generation 


2.4GHZ  WIRELESS  OPTICAL  MOUSE 

Specially  Designed  for  Mac  &  PC  Computers 


Automobile  Suction  Cup  Mount 


ECOFAN 

Bamboo  Cooling  Stand  for  Notebook  Computers 


DUAL  SHOCK  FEEDBACK  GAMEPAD 

USB  Digital/Analog  Game  Controller 


FM  TRANSMITTER  &  CHARGER 

Specially  Designed  for  iPhone  &  iPod 


3-IN-l  BATTERY  CHARGER 

USB,  AC,  and  Car  Charger  for  iPhone  &  iPod 
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Mouse  Anywhere 

Most  optical  and  laser  mice  can’t  be  used  on  reflective, 
glossy,  and  transparent  surfaces.  But  that’s  not  a 
problem  for  the  Explorer  Mouse,  which  uses 
Microsoft’s  BlueTrack  technology.  Specialized  lenses 
and  a  blue  LED  allow  you  to  use  the  mouse  on  almost 
any  surface.  The  mouse  feels  solid  and  very  comfort¬ 
able  for  righties,  and  the  tracking  is  reliable.  Microsoft 
includes  a  rechargeable  AA  battery  and  a  charging 
cradle  that  fully  recharges  the  mouse  in  a  few  hours’ 
time,  but  all  it  takes  is  a  30-minute  recharge  to  get 
enough  power  to  last  a  day.— roman  loyola 
$80;  Microsoft;  macworld.com/5293 


,-i:  jf- 


If  your  iPod  or  iPhone  has  more  storage  than  you 
need  for  media,  its  extra  capacity  doesn’t  have  to  go  to  waste.  Clickfree’s 
Transformer  for  IPod  lets  you  use  the  free  space  on  your  iPod  or  iPhone  to 
back  up  your  data.  Just  connect  the  Transformer  to  your  Mac’s  USB  port,  and 
then  plug  your  iPod  or  iPhone’s  dock-connector  cable  into  the  Transformer’s 
own  USB  port — the  Clickfree  software  launches  and  automatically  backs  up 
common  document  types.  (You  can  customize  which  types  of  data,  as  well  as 
designate  particular  folders,  to  back  up.)  The  Transformer  also  lets  you  copy 
music  and  media  from  your  iPod  or  iPhone  back  to  your  Mac.— df 
$50;  Clickfree;  macworld.com/5297 


STORAGE  ON 
THE  SIDE 
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Apple  Design  Award 

Best  Mac  OS  X  Leopard  Application 
2007  Runner-Up  .-a* 


Upgrade  your  financial  life. 


Why  wait  another  day?  Import  all  your 


old  Quicken  data,  then  directly  connect 


online  to  update  accounts.  Track  income, 


expenses,  credit  cards,  loans  and  portfolios 


Analyze  cash  flow,  set  budgets  and  much  more. 


iBank 


Now  a 


>  Store:  iBank  Mobile!  Tr 
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BANISH  VIDEOTAPE 

If  you  were  of  drinking  age  during 
the  Clinton  administration, you 
likely  have  a  crate  full  of  videotapes 
stashed  in  the  garage  that  aren’t 
improving  with  age.  It’s  time  to 
transfer  them  to  your  Mac  with 
either  Roxio’s  Easy  VHS  to  DVD 
(above)  or  Elgato’s  Video 
Capture  (below).  Both  include  a  USB 


Ml  Sfetf  iw ta4  rtvowfh  to 


CSsO  fcssse^ 

converter  dongle  that  you  string 

between  your  VHS  player  and 

Mac,  and  a  software  assistant  to 

salvage  your  standard-definition 

memories.— cb 

Easy  VHS  to  DVD:  $79;  Roxio; 

macworld.com/5287 

Video  Capture:  $100;  Elgato; 

macworld.com/5288 


ON  THE 

OTHER 

HAND 


Logitech’s  free-spinning,  hyperfast,  weighted  scrollwheel  design 
was  a  landmark  in  mousing  when  it  debuted  three  years  ago,  and 
it  remains  the  best  scrolling  technology  on  the  market.  In  fact, 
the  two  biggest  complaints  about  this  technology  have  been 
about  the  mice  that  didn’t  have  it:  Bluetooth  models  and 
left-handed  versions.  Logitech’s  Bluetooth  Mouse  Msssb 
addresses  both  complaints  in  one  fell  swoop— the  Msssb  is  an 
ambidextrous,  laser-tracking  mouse  that  connects  via  Bluetooth 
rather  than  RF.— df 
$60;  Logitech;  macworld.com/5298 


Know  When  to 
Fold  ’Em 


If  earbuds  or  in-ear  headphones  aren’t  for 
you,  check  out  Sennheiser’s  MM  60  IP. 
These  headphones  for  the  iPhone  are 
based  on  the  company’s  acclaimed  PX 100 
lightweight  headphones,  which  are 
among  the  best  buys  in  audio.  You  get 
impressive  sound  quality,  surprisingly 
good  comfort,  and  a  nifty  design 
that  folds  up  and  slips  into  an 
included  hard  case.  An  inline  mic 
and  a  controller  button  let  you 
take  calls,  record  voice  memos, 
and  control  media  playback.— df 
$129;  Sennheiser; 
macworld.com/5302 


ONLY  BY 


MACESSITY.COM 
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Pro  Sound,  Amateur  Price 


The  Pro  Tools  name  has  long  been  synonymous  with  pro  audio 
recording  but  a  high  price  and  dense  feature  set  put  it  out  of  reach 
for  most  hobbyists  and  newbies.  That’s  all  changed  with  the  release 
of  Pro  Tools  M-Powered  Essentials,  a  simplified  version  of  the 
full-fledged  production  package  that  is  basically  being  given  away 
for  free  with  the  purchase  of  the  company’s  rebranded  M-Audio 
USB  instruments.  The  three  new  bundles,  aimed  at  young  content 
creators,  include  Pro  Tools  KeyStudio,  Pro  Tools  Vocal  Studio,  and 
Pro  Tools  Recording  Studio.  All  cost  just  $99,  the  same  or  less  than 
they  did  under  their  old  M-Audio 
names — and  without  the 
new  Pro  Tools  bundle. 


—JAMES  GALBRAITH 

$99  each;  Digide¬ 
sign;  macworld 
.com/5307 


A  SPACE  FOR 
EVERYTHING 

The  bottom  may  have  fallen  out 
of  the  housing  market,  but  there 
is  at  least  one  place  where  real 
estate  is  as  valuable  as  ever— on 
your  desk.  Slim  as  Apple’s  unibody 
laptops  may  be,  they  still  occupy 
space  that  could  be  better  used 
for  peripherals,  work  areas,  and 
elbow  room.  Twelve  South’s 
BookArc  props  your  laptop  up 
into  the  unused  air  space  above 
your  desk.  With  a  io-by-4- 
inch  footprint,  the  BookArc 
fits  any  MacBook  model,  ' 

thanks  to  differently  sized 
scratch-free  silicone  cushions  that  grip  your 
MacBook,  MacBook  Pro,  or  MacBook  Air.  Who 
knows?  Your  newly  uncluttered  desk  could  spark  a 
real  estate  boom  all  on  its  own.— pm 
$50;  Twelve  South;  macworld.com/5404 
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The  Ultimate  iPhone  and  iPod  touch  Gift 

now  only  $29 


Pearl 


Podium 


*  for  a  limited  time  only 


“The  bottom  line.  If  you  need  a  well-made,  snap-to-use  stand  for  your  iPhone  or  iPod 
touch,  the  Podium  costs  a  little  more  than  some  of  the  other  stands,  but  it's  worth  it.” 


—  Mac|Life 


Available  at 

PodiumRevolution.com 


Mac  Life 

RATED 


Platinum 


Carbon 


Everyone  has  things  to  do  ... 

VY 
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Macworld 

iMi 

OF  SHOW 

2009 

Macworld 
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Things 

Mac  +  iPhone 


Apple  Design  Award 

Mac  OS  X  Leopard  Developer  Showcase 
2009  Winner 


Task  management  has  never  been  this  easy.  Things  for 
Mac  lets  you  organize  your  to-dos  in  an  elegant  and 
intuitive  way.  Things  for  iPhone  and  iPod  touch  is  the 
App  Store's  most  popular  paid  task  manager  and  syncs 
wirelessly  with  its  desktop  counterpart. 


Get  your  free  trial  of  Things  for  Mac: 

www.culturedcode.com/macworld 


(T  Cultured  Code 


FEATURES 
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Mister 

Microphone 

There’s  an  element  of  the  audio  world 
that  dismisses  USB  microphones  out  of 
hand  as  low-budget,  poor-quality 
substitutes  for  a  “real”  mic.  With  the 
introduction  of  USB  microphones  like 
MXL’s  USB.009,  that’s  a  position  that 
will  become  increasingly  difficult  to 
defend.  This  24-bit,  96kHz  large-dia¬ 
phragm  cardioid  condenser  micro¬ 
phone  offers  clarity  on  a  par  with  that 
of  real  microphones  in  this  price  range 
and  includes  gain,  mix,  and  headphone 
controls.  Packed  in  an  aluminum  flight 
case,  the  USB.009  includes  a  mounting 
clip  and  a  sturdy  desk  stand.— cb 
$400;  MXL;  macworld.com/5289 


WI-FI 

WHEREVER 

Novatel  Wireless’s  battery- 
powered  and  pocket-size  MiFi 
2200  connects  to  your 
cellular  data  network  and 
broadcasts  a  Wi-Fi  signal, 
givingyou  Wi-Fi  connectivity 
almost  anywhere.  Up  to  five  devices 
can  connect  to  it  at  once.  It’s  available  in  both  Sprint 
and  Verizon  versions,  and  it’s  free  when  you  sign  a  contract  and  agree  to  pay 
monthly  data  fees.  (Without  a  contract,  it  costs  $300.)— js 
$300  (pricing  varies  with  contract);  Novatel  Wireless;  www.novatelwireless.com 


By  offering  video  cameras  on  the 
iPhone  3GS  and  the  fifth-genera¬ 
tion  iPod  nano,  Apple  has 
acknowledged  something  that 
others  realized  some  time 
ago — having  a  video  camera  that 
you  can  drop  into  a  pocket  or 
purse  is  cool.  But  what  Apple 
hasn’t  been  able  to  do  is  produce 
a  portable  media  player  that 
shoots  HD  video,  a  job  still  best 
handled  by  dedicated  pocket 
camcorders  like  Pure  Digital's 
Flip  UltraHD.  It  can  shoot  up  to 
two  hours  of  H.264  720P  HD 
video.  With  its  flip-out  USB 
connector  and  on-camera  Mac 
and  Windows  editing  software, 
it’s  also  a  camcorder  that  makes 
it  easy  to  edit  and  distribute  the 
video  you  shoot.— cb 
$200;  Pure  Digital  Technologies; 
www.theflip.com 


RADIO  DAZE 

Logitech’s  Squeezebox  Radio  connects  via  Wi-Fi  to  your  iTunes  library  and  the  Internet, 
letting  you  play  back  your  own  tunes  as  well  as  Internet  radio  stations  and  music  services 
such  as  Pandora,  Last.FM,  Slacker,  and  Rhapsody.  It’s  as  small  as  a  clock  radio,  even  with  a 
built-in  mono  speaker,  and  it’s  easy  to  control  via  preset  buttons,  a  nice  control  wheel, 
and  a  snazzy  2.4-inch  color  LCD  screen.  Prefer  stereo  speakers?  Logitech’s  $300 
Squeezebox  Boom  has  ’em,  but  it  lacks  the  Radio’s  color  screen.— js 
$200;  Logitech;  www.logitechsqueezebox.com 
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Truly  Gifted 


IjJAWrR-l  The  Macworld  Gear  Guide 


AN  APP  STORE  FOR  YOUR  PRINTER 


HP’s  Photosmart  Premium  TouchSmart  Web  All-in-One  printer  is  more 
than  just  a  color  inkjet  printer,  scanner,  and  copier.  Its  touchscreen  interface  dis¬ 
plays  small  apps  that  run  on  the  device  itself— which  you  can  use  to  buy  and  print 
movie  tickets  (Fandango  app),  print  store  coupons  (Coupons.com  app),  and  print 
photos  (Snapfish  app).  The  device  connects  to  the  Internet  via  Wi-Fi.— rl 
$400;  HP;  www.hp.com 


One-Click 

Control 


■vj 


These  days,  the  average  living 
room  is  overflowing  with 
electronics — and  their  attendant 
remote  controls.  The  Logitech 
Harmony  700  Remote  could 
very  well  be  the  one  remote  to 
rule  them  all.  The  Harmony  700 
features  one-click  control, 
allowing  you  to  distill  certain 
tasks— watching  TV,  for 
example — into  a  single  button 
push  instead  of  a  complex 
sequence  involving  multiple 
remotes.  It  also  features  a  color 
LCD  screen,  rechargeable  AA 
batteries,  and  compatibility  with 
more  than  250,000  devices.  And 
setting  it  up  is  as  easy  as  down- 
loadingthe  software  and  plugging 
the  remote  into  your  Mac.— dm 
$150;  Logitech; 
macworld.com/5294 


OUR  GIFTS  TO  YOU 


Purchase  any  bag  and 
pick  any  one  item  from 
our  ELEMENT  series  for 

FREE* 

(Worth  up  to  $74.95) 


Pick  any  two  items  from 
ELEMENT  series  and  get 
the  higher  priced  item  at 

50%  off** 

(Save  up  to  $37.40) 


Promotion  Code 
FREEGIFT 


Promotion  Code 

FIFTYOFF 


*  Each  bag  purchase  is  entitled  to  any  one  free  item  from  ELEMENT  series  with  promotion  code  FREEGIFT. 

Both  bag  and  free  item  must  be  submitted  in  a  single  order.  Valid  for  all  bags  in  Metropolis,  Cargo  or  Weekender  series. 

**  Purchase  two  items  from  ELEMENT  series  in  a  single  order  with  code  FIFTYOFF  and  receive  50%  off  the  higher  priced  item. 
Both  promotions  valid  from  now  till  December  31 ,  2009  with  respective  promotion  code,  or  while  stocks  last. 


CREATE  YOUR  OWN" 

Computer  bags  and  phone  cases 

www.shinnorie.com 


SHIN 

NORIE 
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FOCAL  XS® 

2.1  MULTIMEDIA  SOUND  SYSTEM 


Focal  XS  features  . '  .  ' 

•  Integrated  USB  copnectiyjjy  /,  ' 

•  Dock  for  listening  to  and  fischargjncj.  ipod. 

•  iPod-sync  with  iTunes  via' built,  in  dock 

•  Active  amplifier  for  speakers  and'SubwOgTef  • 

\  •  Full-function  remote  control  :  .  :j 


•  Support  stands  for  optimal  ■positioning  A 

•  Jet  black  and  anodized  aluminum  finish  ?*  ^  ■  • . 

:  --r :  .  . 


"  The  Focal  XS®  provides  some  of  the  best  audio  you'll  get 
from  a  set  of  computer  speakers.  If  you'd  like  something 
MB  that  looks  and  sounds  great  at  your  desk  or  from  across 
the  room,  this  is  an  impressive  system.  Indeed,  it's  our 
favorite  multipurpose  speaker  system  of 2008! " 

Macworld 

"Have  you  ever  purchased  something  that  changed 
your  life?  I  wouldn't  be  surprised  to  hear  a  large 
portion  of  you  answering  that  question  with  the 
following  products:  an  iPod,  an  iPhone  and  of  course, 
your  first  Mac.  I've  found  another  product  that  you 
can  add  to  the  list:  The  Focal  XS®  " 

AppleTell 


"  The  Focal  XS®  is  the  best  computer  speaker  system 
that  I've  heard  to  date.  I  rarely  give  a  device,  software, 
or  system  I've  reviewed  my  highest  rating,  but  the 
Focal  XS®  2. 1  Multimedia  Sound  System  deserves  it.  If 

I  were  you  I'd  GET  IT  NOW!" 

MacObserver 


mm 

sana 


For  more  information  visit:  www.xs-focal.com 


To  find  a  Focal  XS  dealer  near  you,  contact  us  at  800.663.9352 


2009  Focal.JMlab  iPod  and  Junes  are  trademarks  of  Apple  Inc. 


The  Focal  XS®  speakers  reproduce  the  music  on  your  computer  with  the  sonic  realism 
of  professional  studio  monitors.  You  get  the  definition,  tonal  richness,  spatial  accuracy 
and  power  you’d  expect  from  much  larger  systems.  Refined  yet  practical,  Focal  XS®  is 
an  ideal  sound  monitoring  solution  for  any  multimedia  application. 


Now  available  in  all  Apple  Stores 
and  www.apple.com 
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THREE  GADGETS  IN  ONE 

iPod  dock,  digital  picture  frame,  clock  radio-— Sony’s  cleverly  designed 
IFC-CL75IP  does  it  all  and  is  a  perfect  fit  for  your  desk  or  nightstand.  A 
slide-out  dock  charges  your  iPod  or  iPhone,  and  stereo  speakers  let  you 
enjoy  your  device’s  music  or 
the  built-in  AM/FM  radio.  The 
7-inch  LCD  shows  the  time 
along  with  your  photos  and 
videos,  and  a  dual-alarm 
alarm  clock  completes  the 
package.— df 

$150;  Sony;  macworid.com/5299 


TV  CALLING 


Equinux’s  Live  TV  app  (pictured)  lets  you 
watch  live  TV  on  your  iPhone.  It  works 
with  The  Tube,  a  $50  Mac  program  for 
TV  streaming  that  comes  free  with  the 
TubeStick  hybrid,  a  $130  device  that 
connects  to  a  Mac  and  grabs  free, 
over-the-air  digital  TV  signals.  Install  The  Tube,  plug  in  the  TubeStick,  and  channel 
surf  from  your  iPhone  via  local  shared  Wi-Fi.— lex  friedman 
Live  TV,  $4;  The  Tube,  $50;  TubeStick  hybrid,  $130;  Equinux;  www.equinux.com 


Swift 
Scanning 


For  years,  Fujitsu’s  ScanSnap 
products  have  ruled  the  roost  in  the 
document-capture  market  for  the  Mac.  But  Canon 
hopes  to  gain  some  attention  of  its  own  with  the 
DRM-2010M.  This  desktop  scanner — the  first  fully 
Mac-compatible  high-speed  document  scanner  to  come 
out  of  Canon— can  churn  out  20  black-and-white,  color, 
or  grayscale  pages  per  minute  in  simplex  mode  and  40 
inches  per  minute  in  duplex  mode.  The  automatic  doc¬ 
ument  feeder  can  hold  up  to  50  pages,  and  a  Scan-to-Job 
button  sends  images  directly  to  an  application  so  that  your 
work  can  continue  without  interruption.— pm 
$555;  Canon;  macworld.com/5315 


UK 


It’s  as  inevitable  as  the  turkey  hangover  the  day 
after  Thanksgiving:  There’s  a  hot  new  gadget 
everyone  wants  for  the  holidays,  and  that 
demand  causes  the  price  to  stay  high.  What  is  a 
budget-minded  technophile  to  do?  Here  are  a 
few  ways  to  keepyourtech  budget  in  check — 
and  nearly  all  of  them  involve  the  Internet. 


Ben’s  Bargains  (www.bensbargains 
.net)  is  a  useful  deal  aggregator  that  lets 
you  track  specific  products  and  vendors 
to  find  the  Web’s  best  deals.  Deal  News 
(www.dealnews.com)  not  only  features  a 
dedicated  tech  deals  section,  but  also  offers 
coupons  for  specific  tech  vendors,  including 
the  Apple  Store.  Newegg.com  (www.newegg 
com)  has  a  reliably  varied  inventory  and 
dramatic  price  reductions. 

As  for  the  deal-a-day  sites,  you’ll  want  to 
follow  Apple  DOD  (www.appledod.com), 
which  showcases  accessories  that  could  make 
for  great  stocking  stuffers.  CowBoom  (www 
.cowboom.com)  offers  one  tech-related  deal 
per  day,  while  DeadlyDeal  (www.deadlydeal 
coni)  features  giveaways.  (Recently,  visitors 
scored  free  iPod  earphones.) 


Do  Your  Research 

Use  your  RSS  reader  to  keep  on  top  of  retailers’ 
best  tech  deals.  There  are  two  handy  categories 
of  bargain-hunting  sites  you  can  follow:  deal 
aggregators,  which  collect  sales  notices  across 
the  Web,  and  deal-a-day  sites,  which  offer  one 
item  on  sale  daily,  so  long  as  supplies  last. 


The  Kindness  of  Strangers 

Alternatively,  you  can  tryyour  luck  with 
Craigslist  or  eBay.  Depending  on  the  demand 
for  the  product  you  want,  you  may  be  able  to 
get  your  gadget  at  a  substantial  discount. 

There  are  some  things  to  keep  in  mind  when 
dealing  with  individual  sellers.  First,  there’s  no 


guarantee  that  you’ll  be  getting  what’s  listed, 
and  it  can  be  a  struggle  to  get  your  money  back. 
Second,  it’s  up  to  you  to  do  due  diligence.  If  the 
gadget  you  want  comes  with  software  (for 
example,  a  digital  camera  or  a  scanner),  make 
sure  the  seller  provides  proof  that  they’ve  got 
installation  disks  and  a  software  license  number 
so  you’ve  got  a  usable  gadget.  If  you  do  go  the 
Craigslist  or  eBay  route,  don’t  forget  to  ask 
about  packaging  and  documentation. 

Think  Outside  the  Box 

Keep  an  eye  out  for  gadgets  that  pack  a  bang 
for  the  buck.  For  example,  the  Flip  Mino  HD 
video  camera  ($230)  is  a  lightweight,  versatile 
and  comparatively  inexpensive  portable  video 
camera.  It’s  a  definite  best-in-class  bargain. 

Finally,  don’t  buy  a  gadget  just  for  the  sake  of 
giving  someone  a  toy  to  unwrap.  A  bargain 
photo  printer  may  seem  like  a  great  gift,  but  it’ll 
cost  a  lot  in  the  long  run  owing  to  ink  cartridges. 


Lisa  Schmeiser  writes  for  SFGate.com’s 
Dollars  &  Sense  personal  finance  blog 

(www.sfgate.com). 
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www.SellYourOldiPhone.com 

recycle@sellyouroldiphone.com 


The  Easiest  Way  To 
Learn  Guitar  or  Piano ! 


S3B 


New  Version  5.0! 


eMedia  Guitar  Method  eMedia  Piano  and 

Now  with  Interactive  Feedback!  Keyboard  Method 


•  Step-by-step  video-enhanced  lessons 

•  Learn  from  hit  songs 

•  Interactive  feedback  on  your  playing 

•  Snow  Leopard  compatible 


Available  at 


Apple  Stores 


and  many  other  fine  retailers. 


amazon.com 


Cf  Musicians  Friend 


eMedia 


888-363-3424 


FREE  DEMOS  ONLINE 

www.emediamusic.com/macworld 


Text  Messaging. 
Machine  Washable. 


iStyleoriginals.com 

T-shirts,  babywear,  dog  shirts  and  more! 
Retail  inquiries  call  613.599.6292 


Dock,  away. 


Dock  your  iPod*  without 
removing  the  case.  Keep 
your  iPhone™  within  easy 
reach  at  home  or  in  the 
car.  CableJive  makes  it 
so  much  easier  with  the 
Dock  Extender  Cable.™ 


1 0%  off  code:  mw445 

(expires  Dec  31) 


www.cablejive.com/dock 


1 
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Avid  Media  Composer  4 

The  World's  Most  Advanced  Film  and  Video  Editing  System-For  Your  Mac 


There  are  many  reasons  why  the  best  and  most  successful  editors  around  the  world  trust 
Media  Composer*  systems  to  help  them  create  the  most  watched,  most  loved  media... 


“I  haven't  heard  of  anyone  cutting  a  $200  million  dollar  movie  that  isn't  using  a  Media  Composer  system. 
At  that  level,  where  there's  so  much  at  stake,  it  has  to  be  bulletproof.  ” 

-  Roger  Barton,  editor,  Transformers:  Revenge  of  the  Fallen 

“In  comedy,  you  are  always  looking  for  jokes  to  work,  for  funny  reactions.  It's  a  line-by-line  thing. 

One  take  is  not  going  to  do  it.  With  ScriptSync,  we  could  see  all  the  versions  we  had...  I  can't  think  of 
any  scene  in  the  movie  that  doesn’t  have  Robin's  [Williams]  best  take...  ScriptSync  was  a  lifesaver." 

-  Jason  Stewart,  editor,  World's  Greatest  Dad 


.i 
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“Avid  systems  are  really  affordable  now  for  all  kinds  of  films,  and  they  are  just  as  portable  as  Final  Cut  Pro. 
You  can  use  [Media  Composer]  software  on  a  big-budget  movie  or  on  a  really  small-budget  film  at  a 
reasonable  price. " 

-  Elliot  Graham,  editor,  Milk 

With  prices  starting  at  just  $2,295,  Media  Composer  has  never  offered  so  much  for  so  little.* 

Come  discover  the  new  Media  Composer  4  and  download  your  free  trial  at  www.avid.com/mc4 


*  For  special  student  and  educator  pricing,  visit  www.avid.com/edu 


m 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  COURTESY  OF  APPLE 


Feeling  overwhelmed  by  Apple’s  media-player  lineup? 
Well  help  you  find  the  perfect  match. 


In  September,  Apple  performed  the  now-yearly 
ritual  of  updating  its  iPod  lineup  in  anticipation 
of  the  upcoming  holiday  season.  Why?  Apple 
sold  22.7  million  iPods  in  the  2008  holiday  quarter, 
compared  with  21.2  million  iPods  in  the  two  quarters  that 
followed — combined.  In  other  words,  now’s  the  time  that 
people  tend  to  buy  Apple’s  digital  music  players. 

Are  your  loved  ones  starting  to  leave  magazine  ads, 
scissor-clipped  photos,  and  crayon-scrawled  images  of  this 
year’s  crop  of  iPods  in  obvious  places  around  the  house? 
Are  you  looking  to  join  the  fun  or  upgrade  your  older  iPod? 
If  so,  we’re  here  to  help  you  sort  out  which  iPod  is  the  right 
one  for  you  or  that  special  holiday  someone. 


[ 
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Picking  Your  iPod 


FEATURES 


The  iPod  shuffle  has  always  been 
about  economy  and  ultimate 
portability,  and  that’s  never  been  truer 
than  it  is  today.  Available  in  2GB  and  4GB 
capacities  for  $59  and  $79,  respectively, 
the  third- generation  (3G)  iPod  shuffle  is  a 
little  larger  and  twice  as  thick  as  a  piece  of 
Dentyne  gum.  Each  model  holds  more 
than  enough  music  to  get  you  through 
the  most  vigorous  workout — the  2GB 
model  buys  you  500  four-minute,  128 
kbps  AAC  songs,  and  the  4GB  model  gets 
you  1000.  It’s  available  in  a  brushed 
aluminum  finish  in  black,  blue,  green, 
pink,  and  silver. 

Because  it  weighs  next  to  nothing,  clips 
to  clothing,  and  is  so  tiny  that  it  won’t  get 
in  the  way,  this  iPod  is  especially  suited 
for  use  at  the  gym.  The  shuffle  also  has 
no  moving  parts  to  damage  and  costs 
little  more  than  a  console  video  game,  so 
it’s  a  great  kid-appropriate  gift.  If  it  goes 
missing,  is  stolen,  or  journeys  through 
the  wash,  you’ll  have  a  measure  of  regret, 
but  a  measure  commensurate  only  with 
the  shuffle’s  size  and  price — not  the  kind 
associated  with  the  much  more  expensive 
iPod  touch. 

A  downside  for  some  people  is  the 
shuffle’s  lack  of  on-iPod  controls.  This 
iPod  requires  that  you  navigate  and 
change  the  volume  by  pushing  buttons 
on  the  controller  that’s  integrated  into 
the  right  earbud  cord.  For  people  who 
just  want  to  press  play  and  get  on  with 
things,  this  setup  isn’t  an  issue.  For 
others  who  want  to  more  freely  navigate 


GOOD 

FOR 


iPod  Shuffle 

Athletes  (and  wannabe 
athletes);  kids;  people  who 
like  to  press  play  and  go  about  their 
business;  anyone  seeking  a  spare  iPod 
to  kick  around  with. 


People  lookingfor  easy 
navigation  of  their  music 
library;  those  wanting  to  carry  lots  of 
music;  or  individuals  desiringan  iPod 
on  which  to  watch  videos. 


through  the  iPod’s  music  library,  it  can 
be  a  chore.  Worse  yet,  a  replacement 
headset  from  Apple  costs  $29.  Thank¬ 
fully,  the  3G  iPod  shuffle  supports 
third-party  headphone  adapters  such  as 
Belkin’s  $20  Headphone  Adapter  with 
Remote  for  iPod  Shuffle  (www.belkin 
.com).  With  such  an  adapter,  you  can  use 
any  headphones  you  like  with  the 
shuffle — a  significant  advantage  given 
that  many  people  don’t  care  for  the  fit 
and  sound  of  the  included  earbuds. 


Of  the  iPods  that  include  displays, 
the  fifth-generation  (5G)  iPod  nano 
is  the  most  feature-laden  (see  our  review 
on  the  next  page).  It  plays  all  audio  types 
supported  by  iTunes  (AAC,  MP3,  AIFF, 
WAV,  Apple  Lossless,  and  Audible); 
records  audio  via  a  built-in  microphone 
and,  optionally,  through  a  headset  mic; 
plays  H.264  and  MPEG-4  video  files 
(video  you  provide,  as  well  as  video 


purchased  or  rented  from  the  iTunes 
Store);  records  standard-definition  H.264 
video  with  a  built-in  video  camera;  plays 
and  buffers  FM  radio;  and  includes  a 
pedometer  that  counts  your  steps.  It  also 
holds  contacts,  calendars,  and  notes  that 
you’ve  synced  via  iTunes;  supports  games 
written  specifically  for  traditional  iPods 
(but  not  for  the  iPhone  or  iPod  touch); 
includes  Spoken  Menus  and  VoiceOver 
for  announcing  menus  and  song,  artist, 
and  playlist  information;  displays  music 
in  Cover  Flow  view;  and  displays  pictures 
in  slideshows.  Oh,  yeah,  and  it  offers 
video  output  to  an  attached  TV  via  Apple’s 
optional  $49  component  or  composite  AV 
cables;  includes  a  stopwatch  and  alarm 
feature;  supports  Genius  playlist  creation 
on  the  iPod;  lets  you  search  the  contents 
of  the  iPod  with  a  select-and-click  scheme; 
and  includes  a  Shake  To  Shuffle  feature 
that  lets  you  shuffle  songs  by  shaking  the 
iPod  vigorously.  And  the  nano  comes  in 
nine  colors — black,  blue,  green,  orange, 
pink,  purple,  silver,  yellow,  and,  as  part  of 
the  (Product)  Red  campaign,  red — and 
two  capacities  (8GB  for  $149,  and  16GB 
for  $179). 

Whew! 

Moderately  affordable  and  feature- 
packed  though  the  nano  is,  it’s  not  the 
be-all  and  end-all  of  media  players.  By 
today’s  standards,  the  nano’s  capacity  is 
a  bit  limited,  particularly  for  people  who 
want  to  sync  a  lot  of  movies,  TV  shows, 
and  video  podcasts  to  the  device.  The 
8GB  nano  can  hold  up  to  2000  four- 
minute,  128-kbps  AAC  songs;  the  16GB 
model  doubles  that  capacity  to  4000. 
The  former  can  store  up  to  eight  hours 
of  video,  and  the  latter,  16  hours.  That’s 
not  bad,  but  if  you  have  a  large  media 


GOOD 

FOR 


iPod  Nano 

People  seekingafull-featured 
and  reasonably  affordable 
iPod;  people  who  are  visually  impaired 
who  would  benefit  from  its  Spoken 
Menus  and  VoiceOver  features. 


People  who  want  to  carry  a 
large  media  library  with  them 
or  who  desire  a  roomy  screen  on  which 
to  watch  videos. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY  COURTESY  OF  APPLE 


FIFTH-GENERATION  iPOD  NANO 


Apple’s  smallest  screen¬ 
bearing  iPod,  the  nano, has 
evolved  in  impressive  fashion.  A  highly 
capable  and  affordable  performer  in  the 
past,  the  iPod  nano  acquires  additional 
useful  and  entertaining  features  in  its 
fifth-generation  (5G)  iteration.  Plus,  the 
$149  (8GB)  and  $179  (16GB)  nanos  come  in 
an  array  of  nine  bright  colors. 

On  the  Outside 

The  dimensions  of  the  5G  nano  are  identical 
to  those  of  its  predecessor.  Yet  the  sG’s 
2.2-inch  (diagonal)  display  is  0.2  inch  taller 
than  the  screen  found  on  the  4G  nano. 

The  obvious  difference  between  the  two 
generations  is  the  camera  lens  and  micro¬ 
phone  unit  on  the  bottom  left  of  the  5G 
nano’s  back.  And  the  headphone  port  on  the 
bottom  of  the  5G  nano  is  on  the  other  side. 

Another  difference  you’ll  notice  is  that  if 
you  press  play  without  connecting  your 
headphones,  the  5G  nano  will  play  audio 
through  a  new,  internal  speaker.  Its  tinny 
sound  quality  is  comparable  to  that  of  the 
iPod  touch. 

Video  Camera 

The  feature  that  has  garnered  the  greatest 
attention  is  the  nano’s  video  camera.  The 
nano  provides  you  with  an  ultraportable 
video  camera  that’s  incredibly  easy  to 
operate  and  very  useful  in  situations  where 
you  don’t  care  a  great  deal  about  the  quality 
of  what  you  shoot. 

Unlike  most  pocket  camcorders,  it 
doesn’t  display  a  red  recording  light  on  the 
front  of  the  device  or  make  a  noise  when  it 
starts  recording.  For  people  concerned 
about  privacy  as  it  relates  to  video  taken  on 
the  sly,  this  could  be  an  issue. 

You  can  add  effects  such  as  Film  Grain  and 
Stretch  to  video  as  you  shoot  it  (similar  to  the 


effects  in  Apple’s  Photo  Booth  or  iChat). 
Keep  in  mind  that  these  effects  are 
permanent — they  are  added  as  you  shoot 
and  can’t  be  removed.  You  can  also  play  back 
video  on  your  nano.  And  when  you  plug  a  5G 
nano  that  contains  recorded  video  clips  into 
a  Mac,  iPhoto  will  offer  to  import  the  H.264 
clips  (640  by  480  resolution). 

For  its  intended  purpose — shooting 
videos  of  your  friends  and  family  and  posting 
the  results  on  YouTube — the  nano’s  video 
quality  is  acceptable.  But  it’s  not  as  good  as 
video  shot  by  an  iPhone  3GS,  which  isn’t  all 
that  good  either,  much  less  the  video  shot  by 
most  of  today’s  dedicated  pocket  camcord¬ 
ers.  (Note  that  you  can’t  use  the  nano’s 
camera  to  take  still  photos.) 

Speech  and  Recording 

The  5G  iPod  nano  also  expands  on  some  of 
its  predecessor’s  features.  For  example, 
the  4G  iPod  nano  introduced  a  Spoken 
Menus  feature  that  allowed  the  iPod  to 
speak  the  name  of  highlighted  commands, 
screens,  and  controls. 

The  5G  iPod  nano  retains  this  feature 
but  also  has  a  separate  VoiceOver  feature. 
With  VoiceOver  engaged,  you  can  hear  the 
name  of  the  currently  playing  tune  within 
the  Now  Playing  screen  by  pressing  the 
center  button.  You  don’t  have  to  be 
visually  impaired  to  find  this  useful. 
VoiceOver  is  a  far  safer  way  to  learn  the 
name  and  artist  of  a  song  than  taking  your 
eyes  off  the  road  while  driving  and 
listening  to  music  coming  from  an  iPod. 

Voice  Memos  aren’t  new,  but  you  no 
longer  need  a  separate  microphone  to 
record  them,  since  there’s  one  built  in. 
You  needn’t  flip  the  nano  around  and 
shout  at  the  mic  to  make  yourself  heard, 
but  if  you  do  speak  into  the  back  of  the 
iPod,  you’ll  get  better  results. 


REVIEW 


Radio 

An  unexpected  feature  that  arrived  with  the 
5G  nano  is  FM  radio.  And  typical  of  Apple,  the 
radio  is  more  than  the  standard  FM  radio  you 
find  in  other  MP3  players. 

You  can  tune  the  radio  from  87.5  to  107.9, 
add  favorite  stations,  and  scan  for  stations. 
But  what  makes  this  radio  interesting  is  that 
you  can  pause  and  buffer  15  minutes  of  radio 
playback.  You  can’t  save  this  audio  or  sync  it 
back  to  your  computer.  Once  15  minutes  has 
elapsed,  the  buffer  begins  to  empty,  dropping 
the  oldest  audio  as  new  audio  is  buffered. 
Regardless,  this  is  a  great  feature. 

Another  feature  of  the  nano’s  radio  is  its 
ability  to  save  iTunes  tags,  so  you  can  see 
and  sync  to  iTunes  song  title  information 
from  radio  stations  that  support  the 
technology.  It’s  a  technology  in  its  infancy, 
but  one  likely  to  catch  on  now  that  a  device 
as  popular  as  the  nano  supports  it. 

Since  the  nano  doesn’t  have  a  built-in 
antenna, you  must  have  something  plugged 
into  the  nano’s  headphone  port  for  the 
radio  to  work — a  set  of  headphones  or  an 
audio  cable  will  do;  a  dock,  however,  won’t. 


Pedometer 

The  5G  nano’s  pedometer  works  with  the 
accelerometer  to  measure  your  walking 
distance,  or  more  accurately,  the  number  of 
steps  you  take — though  a  bump  will  count 
as  a  step  as  far  as  the  nano  is  concerned. 

When  you  sync  the  nano,  its  pedometer 
data  will  be  copied  to  your  computer  and, 
optionally,  synced  to  the  Nike+  Active  site. 


Macworld’s  Buying  Advice 

The  5G  iPod  nano’s  video  camera,  built-in 
microphone,  and  buffered  FM  radio  make  it  a 
far  more  functional,  flexible,  and  entertaining 
iPod  than  its  predecessor.  It  won’t  replace 
your  full-size  camcorder  (or  even  last  year’s 
pocket  camcorder),  but  it’s  a  satisfying 
upgrade  to  an  already  solid  and  affordable 
media  player.— Christopher  breen 


iPod  Nano 


PROS:  Larger  display;  video  camera  and  '■ 
microphone;  built-in  video'effeCts;  buffered  .  ■ 
FM  radio  with  iTunes  Tagging;  pedometer. 

CONS:  Video  shot  indoors  looks  poor;  FM  . 
reception  adequate  but  n6t. great;  same  • 
oldearbuds. 

PRICE:  8GB,  $149;  16GB, $179 
COMPANY:  Apple,  ww'w.applexofn  ; 
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FEATURES  Picking  Your  iPod 


iPOD  TOUCH  (LATE  2009) 


The  two  top-of-the-line 
iPod  touch  models  (a  $299 
device  with  32GB  of  storage  space  and  a 
$399  model  with  64GB  of  storage)  are 
quite  different  from  their  predecessors. 
With  new,  faster  processors  and  graphics 
chips,  the  late-2009-vintage  iPod  touches 
have  gained  the  same  speed  boost  that  the 
iPhone  did  when  it  leaped  from  3G  to  3GS. 

Like  the  3GS,  the  new 
high-end  iPod  touch  S'  ~ 

models  support  Voice 
Control,  a  feature  that  lets 

I  i  IPod  ^  9:42 , 

you  hold  down  the  button  | 
on your  headphones  and 
command  your  iPod  to 
play  songs  from  a 
particular  artist,  playlist, 
or  album.  They  also 
support  hardware 
encryption,  which  means 
that  erasing  your  iPod,  in 
the  event  it’s  lost  or 
stolen,  and  making  its 
contents  un  recover-  j 

able  is  much  faster,  l 

because  all  the 
device  has  to  do  is 
erase  its  decryption  key, 
rather  than  every  single  byte  in  its  storage. 

(The  $199, 8GB  iPod  touch  model,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  just  the  equivalent  of 
the  $99  iPhone  3G — a  collection  of 
year-old  technology  that’s  been  kept 
around  to  be  sold  at  a  bargain  price.) 

I  n  almost  every  one  of  my  tests,  the 
faster  iPod  touch  was  within  a  few 
percentage  points  of  the  iPhone  3GS,  and 
undeniably  faster  than  any  previous  iPhone 
OS  model.  The  iPod  touch  started  up  in  an 


iPhone  OS-record  16.3  seconds,  a  test  that 
iPod  touches  have  always  excelled  at  since 
they  don’t  need  to  ready  themselves  to 
connect  to  a  cellular  network. 

Functionally,  the  new  iPod  touch 
models  are  identical  to  the  second- 
generation  models  we  reviewed  last 
year,  especially  when  updated  to  version 
3.1  of  the  iPhone  OS. 

What  we  said  then  still 
^  stands:  The  iPod  touch  is  a 
terrific  media  player  and 
portable  computing  device  that 

Q  doesn’t  require  any  of  the 

commitments  or  ongoing  costs 

■  of  the  iPhone.  The  new  high-end 
models  add  the  blazing  speed  of 

Woatfwr 

the  iPhone  3GS,  making  them 
even  better  for  games.  If  you’re 

Calculator 

in  the  market  for  a  game 
machine,  video  player,  portable 
Internet  device,  and  music 
player  all  in  one — and  if  you 
don’t  want  to  pay  AT8<T  every 
month— you  can’t  do  better 
than  the  iPod 
touch.— JASON  SNELL 


REVIEW 


YouTube 


Voice  Memos  Notes 


ITLuies 


iPod  Touch  (Late  2009) 


PROS:  Nearly  as  speedy  as  the  iPhone 
3GS;  support  for  thousands  of  App  Store 
apps,  including  games;  solid  music  and 
video  player. 

CONS:  Lacks  camera  and  compass 
functionality  of  the  iPhone  3GS. 

PRICE:  32GB,  $299;  64GB,  $399 
COMPANY:  Apple,  www.apple.com 


MACWORLD  LAB  TEST 

iPhone  OS  Speed  Tests 


iPhone 3G 

iPhone 3GS 

iPod  Touch/64GB 
(late  2009) 

iPod  Touch 
( original ) 

iPod  Touch 
(second  generation ) 

iPhone  ( original ) 


Results  are  in  seconds.  Best  results  are  in  bold.  Reference  systems  are  in  italics.  All  devices  tested  were  running  iPhone  OS  3.1.  Peggie  and 
Star  Defense  tests  measured  app  launch  times  to  the  end  of  the  initial  screen  load.  The  PCalc  test  measured  app  launch  times  to  the  point 
the  app  was  calculator  ready.  Sunspider  results  reflect  the  time  it  took  to  run  the  WebKit  Sunspider  JavaScript  benchmark.  The  page-load 
test  measured  the  time  it  took  to  load  nytimes.com. — macworld  lab  testing  by  jason  snell 
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collection,  the  nano  will  hardly  hold 
everything  you  own. 

At  2.2-inches  (measured  diagonally), 
the  nano’s  screen  is  a  tiny  bit  larger  than 
that  of  the  previous  iPod  nano.  But  still, 
watching  hours  of  video  on  such  a  small 
screen  may  be  too  much  for  some  people 
(particularly  if  that  video  has  subtitles). 

The  nano’s  built-in  video  camera  gives 
you  the  advantage  of  having  a  video 
camera  with  you  at  all  times,  but  the  video 
the  iPod  nano  captures  isn’t  terribly 
good — the  iPhone  3GS  and  pocket 
camcorders  do  a  better  job.  Also  worth 
noting  is  that  devices  with  a  built-in  video 
camera  may  be  subject  to  regulation  at 
your  gym,  rec  center,  or  public  pool.  Some 
of  these  facilities  do  not  allow  iPhones  and 
similar  small,  camera-bearing  devices  to 
be  used  in  a  locker  room  or  public  area 
because  of  privacy  issues.  If  you’re 
purchasing  an  iPod  nano  largely  as  a 
workout  companion,  check  the  rules  at 
your  preferred  exercise  center. 

Despite  these  real  and  potential 
shortcomings,  the  iPod  nano  packs  a  ton 
of  performance  in  a  tiny  package. 


l _ -J  The  single  remaining  iPod  that 

RJ  houses  a  hard  drive  rather  than 
flash  memory,  the  iPod  classic  continues 
to  be  all  about  capacity.  Available  in  black 
and  silver,  the  $249  160GB  iPod  classic 
can  hold  up  to  40,000  four-minute, 
128-kbps  AAC  songs  or  200  hours  of 
video.  Its  2.5-inch  (diagonal)  display  is 
more  comfortable  to  watch  than  the 
nano’s  longer  2.2-inch  display.  But  Apple 
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Menu 
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BAND 


Find  your  way  with  advanced  navigation 


Control  your  iPod 


Call  hands-free  with  Bluetooth®  communication 


AVIC-U310BT.  It's  all  that  and  all  for  U 


www.pioneerelectronics.com 


•Compatibility  between  iPod  and  AVIC-U310BT  varies  according  to  iPod  models.  Certain  features  may  not  be  available  to  all  iPods.  More  compatibility  information  is  available 
at  www.pioneerelectronics.com.  **Bluetooth  functionality  requires  a  compatible  Bluetooth-enabled  mobile  phone.  Certain  Bluetooth  features  may  not  be  supported  by  all 
Bluetooth-enabled  mobile  phones,  and/or  the  functionality  of  such  features  may  be  limited  in  certain  mobile  phones  or  by  certain  wireless  carrier.  More  compatibility  information 
is  available  at  www.pioneerelectronics.com.  iPod  is  a  trademark  of  Apple,  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U.S.  and  other  countries.  The  Bluetooth  trademarks  are  owned  by  Bluetooth  SIG,  Inc. 
1  2009  Bluetooth  SIG,  Inc.  PIONEER  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Pioneer  Corporation.  £)2009  Pioneer  Electronics  (USA)  Inc.  ■'"  ?  ;'l 
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GOOD 

FOR 


iPod  Classic 

People  who  want  to  take  all 
(or  a  large  portion)  of  their 
iTunes  media  library  with  them. 

Those  for  whom  capacity  isn’t 
as  important  as  an  iPod  nano 
or  iPod  touch’s  feature  set;  people 
who  are  visually  impaired,  who  would 
find  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  this 
iPod’s  interface. 


has  put  very  little  effort  into  this  iPod  in 
the  last  couple  of  years — likely  because 
we’ll  see  an  end  to  this  hard-drive- 
equipped  iPod  when  128GB  flash 
memory  becomes  affordable. 

The  new  classic  includes  all  the  features 
of  the  model  released  in  2006,  plus  a  little 
more.  Among  the  features  included  in  the 
latest  iPod  nano  but  not  in  the  iPod  classic 
are  a  video  camera,  a  microphone,  an  FM 
radio,  a  pedometer,  the  Shake  To  Shuffle 
feature,  and  an  accelerometer.  Otherwise, 
its  feature  set  is  on  a  par  with  the  nano’s. 


Apple’s  latest  marketing  cam¬ 
paign  paints  the  iPod  touch  as  a 
great  iPod,  a  great  pocket  computer,  and 
a  great  portable  game  player.  Indeed,  it 
is  all  these  things.  But  you  could  also 
less  glowingly  describe  it  as  “an  iPhone 
without  the  phone,  messaging,  micro¬ 
phone,  compass,  camera,  cellular 
network,  and  GPS  features.”  (See  our 
review  of  the  latest  iPod  touch  models 
on  page  60.) 


The  iPod  touch  comes  in  three 
capacities — 8GB,  32GB,  and  64GB — 
priced,  respectively,  at  $199,  $299,  and 
S399.  These  models,  in  ascending  order, 
hold  1750  songs  or  10  hours  of  video, 
7000  songs  or  40  hours  of  video,  and 
14,000  songs  or  80  hours  of  video. 

While  the  iPod  touch  may  not  pack  the 
capacity  of  the  iPod  classic,  a  64GB  iPod 
touch  that  can  hold  40  two-hour  movies 
is  nothing  to  sneeze  at. 

One  of  the  things  that  makes  the  touch 
such  a  great  iPod  is  the  3.5-inch  (diagonal) 
touchscreen  display.  Because  of  its  bright 
and  relatively  large  display,  this  is  the 
iPod  you’ll  want  to  take  to  bed  with  you 
when  you’re  in  the  mood  for  a  late-night 
movie.  Unlike  with  the  nano  and, 
perhaps,  the  classic,  this  is  an  iPod  you 
can  stare  at  throughout  a  double-feature 
without  squinting  for  hours  afterward. 

The  8GB  model  is  not  a  new  model — 
it’s  the  previous  iteration  of  the  iPod 
touch.  As  such,  it  doesn’t  have  the  faster 
processor  and  graphics  chip  found  in  the 
32GB  and  64GB  iPod  touches.  It  also 
lacks  the  new  Voice  Control  and  Voice- 
Over  features.  (Voice  Control  is  managed 
through  the  microphone  on  the  earbud 
cord’s  controller.  The  8GB  iPod  touch’s 
headset  lacks  this  controller.) 

All  iPod  touches  support  the  creation 
of  Genius  playlists  and  Shake  To  Shuffle, 
operate  as  Internet  appliances  (for  Web 
browsing,  e-mail,  YouTube,  MobileMe 
syncing,  and  weather  and  stock  updates 
over  Wi-Fi  only),  include  a  tinny  internal 
speaker,  and  let  you  purchase  and  down¬ 
load  media  and  apps  from  the  iTunes 
Store  and  the  App  Store,  respectively. 


GOOD 

FOR 


iPod  Touch 

People  who  want  to  enjoy 
most  of  the  advantages  of 
add-on  applications,  the  iTunes  Store, 
Wi-Fi  access  to  the  Internet  (and  all 
that  comes  with  it),  and  portable  video, 
but  don’t  need  a  phone. 


Those  lookingforan  exercise- 
only  iPod— it’s  a  little  bulky  and, 
with  its  glass  screen, you  don’t  want  to 
drop  it  on  a  locker  room’s  tile  floor  or  a 
joggingtrail. 


NOT 

FOR 


The  iPod  touch’s  ability  to  access  these 
stores  is  one  of  its  benefits.  You  can 
acquire  media  on  the  go  (provided  you 
have  Wi-Fi  access  wherever  you  may  be). 
This  is  convenient  when  you’re  between 
flights  at  an  airport  and  want  to  download 
an  album,  a  TV  episode,  or  a  movie  for  the 
next  leg  of  your  journey  (for  downloading 
movies,  make  sure  you’re  connected  to  a 
very  fast  Wi-Fi  network).  Just  as  convenient 
is  grabbing  a  free  or  low-cost  game  from 
the  App  Store  to  help  you  pass  the  time. 


M 


If  the  iPod  touch  is  a  great 
iPod,  pocket  computer,  and 
portable  game  player,  the  iPhone  is 
all  those  things  plus  as  good  a  mobile 
phone  as  AT&T’s  reception  allows  it  to 
be  (at  least  in  the  United  States).  That’s 
largely  what  the  “iPhone  as  phone” 
boils  down  to — the  quality  of  the  service 
you  subscribe  to.  If  you  get  great 
reception  from  AT&T  in  the  areas  in 
which  you  travel,  you’ve  made  a  solid 
choice  in  picking  the  iPhone.  If  AT&T’s 
service  is  flaky  or  nonexistent,  you 
won’t  be  happy. 

As  a  holiday  gift,  the  iPhone  remains 
problematic.  Unlike  an  iPod,  the  iPhone 
is  the  gift  that  keeps  on  taking  in  the 
form  of  at  least  24  months’  worth  of 
service  charges  (including  a  mandatory 
$30-a-month  data  plan).  Unless  you’re 
so  generous  that  you’re  willing  to  pick 
up  this  tab,  be  absolutely  certain  that 
your  gift  will  be  welcomed.  Be  doubly 
certain  to  check  whether  the  recipient 
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1  POD  TOUCH  PHOTOGRAPH  BY  PETER  BELANGER 


The  headphones  that 
pioneered  an  entire  industry. 

Now  even  better. 


NEW 


Bose®QuietComfort®15 

Acoustic  Noise  Cancelling® headphones. 


Try  our  best  headphones  for  yourself,  risk  free.  When  you 
fly,  the  engine  roar  fades  even  further  away.  When  you  listen 
to  music  at  home  or  at  work,  fewer  distractions  get  in  the 
way.  Less  noise,  along  with  our  acclaimed  lifelike  sound,  a  fit 
that  stays  comfortable  for  hours  and  the  quality  you  expect 
from  Bose.  It  all  adds  up  to  a  combination  of  benefits 
unmatched  in  the  industry.  So  now  you  can  relax  and 
appreciate  music,  movies  or  just  some  serenity 
more  than  ever  before.  We  invite  you  to  try 
QC15  headphones  for  yourself,  risk  free,  for 
30  days.  Shipping  is  free,  and  when  you 
call,  ask  about  making  12  easy  payments, 
with  no  interest  charges  from  Bose*  We're 
so  sure  you'll  be  delighted,  we'll  even  pay 
for  return  shipping  if  you're  not. 


Welcome  to  an  even  quieter  world. 


Quieter  than  ever  before.  Since  we  introduced  the  world's 
first  noise  cancelling  headphones  over  20  years  ago,  we  have 
conducted  continuous  research  to  improve  this  technology. 
Now,  we  have  engineered  significant  advances  in  noise 
reduction  to  make  the  QC®1 5  headphones  our  quietest  ever. 
Exclusive  Bose  technologies  electronically  sense  more  of  the 
sounds  around  you,  reducing  more  noise  across  a  wider  range 
of  frequencies.  And  we  didn't  stop  there.  We  developed 
a  new  ear  cushion  that  further  reduces  unwanted  noise.  It 
works  in  harmony  with  the  electronics  to  deliver  a  better 
listening  experience  and  a  comfortable  fit. 


To  order  or  learn  more: 

1-800-729-2073,  ext.  Q7485  or  Bose.com/QC 


'Bose  payment  plan  available  on  orders  of  $299-51500  paid  by  major  credit  card  Separate  financing  offers  may  be  available  for  select  products.  See  website  for  details.  Down 
payment  is  1/12  the  product  puce  plus  applicable  tax  and  shipping  charges,  charged  when  your  order  is  shipped.  Then,  your  credit  card  will  be  billed  for  1 1  equal  monthly  install¬ 
ments  beginning  approximately  one  month  from  the  date  your  order  is  shipped,  with  0%  APR  and  no  interest  charges  from  Bose.  Credit  card  rules  and  interest  may  apply.  U.S. 
residents  only,  limit  one  active  financing  program  pet  customer  ©2009  Bose  Corporation.  Patent  rights  issued  and/or  pending.  The  distinctive  design  of  the  headphone  oval 
ring  is  a  trademark  of  Bose  Corporation  Financing  and  free  shipping  offers  not  to  be  combined  with  other  offers  or  applied  to  previous  purchases,  and  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  Offers  ate  limited  to  purchases  made  from  Bose  and  participating  authorized  dealers.  Offer  valid  8/20/09  - 12/31/09.  Risk  free  lefers  to  30-day  trial  only  f 
and  includes  return  shipping.  Delivery  is  subject  to  product  availability.  C_007915  43 


Better  sound  through  research® 


. ' 

■  iW; 


Picking  Your  iPod 


GOOD 

FOR 


iPhone 

People  who  have  good 
AT&T  coverage,  desire  a 
cool  mobile  phone,  and  can  afford 
the  two-year  commitment. 

People  who  are  largely 
attracted  to  the  iPhone’s 
media  capabilities. 


of  your  gift  has  an  existing  mobile 
phone  contract  that,  when  terminated, 
won’t  impose  additional  fees. 


The  Last  Word 

Deciding  which  iPod  to  purchase  mostly 
boils  down  to  budget  and  need.  In  tough 
financial  times,  the  iPod  shuffle  is  ideal  for 
those  of  you  seeking  a  simple  music 
player.  To  get  big  features  in  a  small, 
reasonably  affordable  package,  the  iPod 
nano  is  the  way  to  go.  To  fulfill  your  desire 
to  pack  as  much  of  your  iTunes  media  in 
your  pocket  as  possible — expense  be 
darned — the  iPod  classic  is  the  classic 
choice.  For  a  very  good  iPod,  great  portable 
video  player,  and  versatile  pocket  com¬ 


puter,  the  iPod  touch  is  right  for  you — if 
you  can  afford  to  spend  at  least  $199.  And 
if  you  or  a  loved  one  needs  a  new  mobile 
phone  that  will  be  used  in  an  area  well 
served  by  AT&T,  and  you’d  like  that  mobile 
phone  to  perform  the  iPod  touch’s  hatful 
of  tricks  (and  more),  join  the  ranks  of  the 
many  satisfied  iPhone  owners. 

Senior  Editor  Christopher  Breen  is  the 
author  of  The  iPod  and  iTunes  Pocket  Guide, 
fifth  edition,  and  The  iPhone  Pocket  Guide, 
fourth  edition  (both  Peachpit  Press,  2009). 


iPODS  COMPARED 


Rating 

Capacity 

Price 

Supported  Media 

Display 

Controller 

Maximum 
Play  Time 

Accessibility 

Additional  Features 

Find  . 
Code* 

iPod 

Shuffle 

m 

2GB 

$59 

Songs,  audio  podcasts, 
audiobooks 

n/a 

On 

Headphones 

10  hours  of 
audio 

VoiceOver 

Clip 

5267 

iPod 

Shuffle 

m 

4GB 

$79 

Songs,  audio  podcasts, 
audiobooks 

n/a 

On 

Headphones 

10  hours  of 
audio 

VoiceOver 

Clip 

5268 

iPod 

Shuffle 

(special 

edition) 

m 

4GB 

$99 

Songs,  audio  podcasts, 
audiobooks 

n/a 

On 

Headphones 

10  hours  of 
audio 

VoiceOver 

Clip 

5367 

iPod 

Nano 

MM* 

8GB 

$149 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts,  audiobooks, 
pictures,  radio,  iPod  games 

2.2-inch 

(diagonal) 

colorTFT 

display 

Click  Wheel 

24  hours  of 
audio,  5 
hours  of 
video 

Spoken 

Menus, 

VoiceOver 

Video  camera,  microphone, 
FM  radio,  pedometer, 
accelerometer,  Shake  To 
Shuffle,  Voice  Memos, 
speaker,  TV  out B,  iPod  games 

5363 

iPod 

Nano 

MM* 

16GB 

$179 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts,  audiobooks, 
pictures,  radio,  iPod  games 

2.2-inch 

(diagonal) 

colorTFT 

display 

Click  Wheel 

24  hours  of 
audio,  5 
hours  of 
video 

Spoken 

Menus, 

VoiceOver 

Video  camera,  microphone, 
FM  radio,  pedometer, 
accelerometer.  Shake  To 
Shuffle,  Voice  Memos, 
speaker,  TV  out 8,  iPod  games 

5364 

iPod 

Classic 

MM 

160GB 

$249 

Songs,  movies, TV shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts, audiobooks, 
pictures,  iPod  games 

2.5-inch 
(diagonal) 
backlit  LCD 

Click  Wheel 

36  hours  of 
audio,  6 
hours  of 
video 

None 

TV  out B,  iPod  games 

5262 

iPod 

Touch 

MM 

8GB 

$199 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts, audiobooks, 
pictures,  apps 

3.5-inch 

(diagonal) 

touchscreen 

display 

Touch¬ 

screen 

30  hours  of 
audio,  6 
hours  of 
video 

None 

Wi-Fi,  Shake  To  Shuffle, 
speaker,  Internet  device, 

TV  out 8 

3864 

iPod 

Touch 

MM* 

32GB 

$299 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts,  audiobooks, 
pictures,  apps 

3.5-inch 

(diagonal) 

touchscreen 

display 

Touch¬ 

screen, 

headphones 

30  hours  of 
audio, 6 
hours  of 
video 

Voice  Control, 
VoiceOver 

Wi-Fi,  Shake  To  Shuffle, 
speaker,  Internet  device, 

TV  out 8 

5365 

iPod 

Touch 

MMl 

64GB 

$399 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts,  audiobooks, 
pictures,  apps 

3.5-inch 

(diagonal) 

touchscreen 

display 

Touch¬ 

screen, 

headphones 

30  hours  of 
audio,  6 
hours  of 
video 

Voice  Control, 
VoiceOver 

Wi-Fi,  Shake  To  Shuffle, 
speaker,  Internet  device, 

TV  out 8 

5366 

iPhone 

3G 

MM 

8GB 

$99  c 

Songs,  movies,  TVshows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts, audiobooks, 
pictures,  apps 

3.5-inch 

(diagonal) 

touchscreen 

display 

Touch¬ 

screen, 

headphones 

24  hours  of 
audio,7 
hours  of 
video 

Voice  Control, 
VoiceOver 

Wi-Fi,  3G,  EDGE;  GPS;  Shake 

To  Shuffle;  speaker; 
microphone;  Internet  device; 
TV  out 8 

4184 

iPhone 

3GS 

MM* 

16GB 

$199c 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts.audiobooks, 
pictures,  apps 

3.5-inch 

(diagonal) 

touchscreen 

display 

Touch¬ 

screen, 

headphones 

30  hours  of 
audio,  10 
hours  of 
video 

Voice  Control, 
VoiceOver 

Wi-Fi,  36,  EDGE;  GPS;  Shake 

To  Shuffle;  speaker; 
microphone;  Internet  device; 
TV  out 8 

4955 

iPhone 

3GS 

MM* 

32GB 

$299  c 

Songs,  movies,  TV  shows, 
music  videos,  audio  and 
video  podcasts.audiobooks, 
pictures,  apps 

3.5-inch 

(diagonal) 

touchscreen 

display 

Touch¬ 

screen, 

headphones 

30  hours  of 
audio,  10 
hours  of 
video 

Voice  Control, 
VoiceOver 

Wi-Fi,  3G,  EDGE;  GPS;  Shake 

To  Shuffle;  speaker; 
microphone;  Internet  device; 
TV  out 8 

4956 

n/a  =  not  applicable. A  In  a  browser's  address  field,  typing  in  find  codes  after  macwor/d.com/takesyou  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview.  For  example,  you  can  find  the  overview  of  the  160GB  iPod  classic  at  macworld.com/5262. 
s  Apple's  $49  composite  or  component  cable  required. c  Cost  for  new  iPhone  users  and  some  upgrades. 
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Key  Code 

www.apc.com/promo  k899w 

888-289-APCC  x8227  •  FAX:  401-788-2797 


Title: 

Address  2: 

P.itv/Tnwn 

State: 

Zip  Code: 

Country: 

Fax: 

e-mail: - - - - - 

□  Yes!  Send  me  more  information  via  e-mail  and  sign  me  up  for  the  Uptime  e-mail  newsletter.  Key  Code:  k899w 


What  type  of  availability  solution  do  you  need?  DUPS:  0-16kVA  (Single-phase)  □  UPS:  10-80kVA  (3-phase  AC) 

□  UPS:  80+  kVA  (3-phase  AC)  □  DC  Power  □  Networking  Enclosures  and  Racks  □  Air  Conditioning 

□  Monitoring  and  Management  DCables/Wires  □  Line  Conditioning  □  Mobile  Protection  □  Surge  Protection 

□  UPS  Upgrade  □  Don't  Know 

Purchase  time  frame?  □  <1  Month  □  1-3  Months  □  3-12  Months  □  >1  Year  □  Don't  Know 
I  am  a  (a)  □  Home/Home  Office  □  Business  (<1000  employees)  □  Large  Corp.  (>1000  employees) 

□  Gov  t,  Education,  Public  Org  □  APC  Sellers  and  Partners 


Legendary  Reliability* 


©2009  Schneider  Electric.  All  Rights  Reserved  Schneider  Electric.  APC.  Legendary  Reliability.  BactUPS.  and  Uptime  are  owned  by  Schneider  Electric,  or  its  affiliated  companies  in  the  United  States  and  other  countries 
e-mail  esuppon^apc  com  •  132  Fairgrounds  Road.  West  Kingston.  Rl  02892  USA  998-0973_BRC 
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WEST  KINGSTON  Rl  02892-9920 
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Saves  power.  Saves  data. 
And  now,  saves  money. 


Save  $40  per  year*  on  your  electric  bill  with  the  most  efficient  battery  backup  yet. 


Let's  protect  what's  important 

What's  in  your  computer?  Photos, 
music,  personal  files,  financial  data, 
broadband  access,  videos,  and  more. 
Your  computer  has  never  been  more 
important,  and  yet  it  has  never  been  at 
higher  risk  for  damaging  power  surges 
and  other  disturbances. 

So  like  most  people,  you  need  to  protect 
your  assets.  But  like  most  people,  you'd 
also  like  to  protect  the  environment. 

With  our  new  energy-conscious  products, 
you  can  do  both.  Energy-efficient  by 
design,  our  new  smart  products  protect 
the  power  going  into  your  computer, 
at  a  cost  that  is  quickly  offset  by  big 
energy  savings.  How?  Not  only  do  the 
new  Back-UPS  ES  and  SurgeArrest 
use  power  wisely,  they  also  boast  a 
master/controlled  outlets  feature  that 
automatically  powers  down  idle  devices 
to  conserve  energy. 

APC  power  protection  products  are  available  at 

ss?  cow?  bss 

' — - 1  that  u.3c  as 


that  was  easy: 


PC  Connection 


"The  price  tag  on  the  new  UPS  is  $99.  While 
I'm  notin  the  habit  of  endorsing  products 
in  this  blog,  if  you're  in  the  market  for  a 
workstation-class  UPS,  why  not  opt 
for  the  greener  option?" 

-  Heather  Clancy, 
ZDNet.com 

In  fact,  while  protecting  your  power 
supply,  we're  up  to  five  times  more 
energy  efficient  than  any  other  solution. 
By  saving  you  $40  a  year  in  energy  costs, 
our  Back-UPS  ES  pays  for  itself  in  two 
short  years.  The  high-frequency,  low- 
copper  design  has  a  smaller  transformer 
and  environmental  footprint.  Even  the 
packaging  has  been  carefully  selected 
and  manufactured  to  maximize  use  of 
recycled  materials  and  minimize  waste. 

In  this  world,  every  decision  you  make 
counts.  So  protect  your  power  with  a 
battery  backup  that  works  to  protect 
the  environment.  It  conserves  power, 
pays  for  itself,  and  is  backed  by  APC's 
20-plus  years  of  Legendary  Reliability. 

For  more  information  on  this 
or  our  other  great  products, 
or  for  information  about 
environmentally  responsible 
disposal  of  your  old  battery, 
visit  www.apc.com 


Energy-efficient  solutions  for 
every  level  of  protection: 


Surge  Protection 

Starting  at  $34 
Guaranteed  protection 
from  surges,  spikes, 
and  lightning. 

7  outlets,  phone/fax/modem 
protection,  master/controlled  outlets 


SurgeArrest 
P7GT 


Back-UPS 
ES  750G 


Enter  to  Win  a  Back-UPS  ES750G!  (A  $99  value) 

Also,  enter  key  code  to  view  other  special  offers  and  discounts. 

Visit  www.apc.com/promo  Key  Code  k899w  or  Call  888-289-APCC  x8227  or  Fax  401-788-2797 


Battery  Back-UPS 

Starting  at  $99 
Our  most  energy- 
efficient  backup  for 
home  computers. 

10  outlets,  DSL  and  coax 
protection,  master/controlled 
outlets,  high  frequency  design, 
70  minutes  of  runtime" 


APC  can  help  with  your  other  power  protection  needs. 
Visit  www.apc.com  to  see  our  complete  line  of  innovative 
products. 


Legendary  Reliability* 


©2009  Schneider  Electric.  All  Rights  Reserved.  Schneider  Electric,  APC.  Legendary  Reliability,  Back-UPS,  SurgeArrest,  and  SmartShedding  are  owned  by  Schneider  Electric,  or  its  affiliated  companies  in  the  United  States  and  other  countries 

AU  other  trademarks  are  property  of  their  respective  owners,  e-mail:  esupport@apc.com  •  132  Fairgrounds  Road.  West  Kingston,  Rl  02892  USA  •  998-0970 
•Average  savings  are  based  on  comparable  competitive  models,  and  are  comprised  of  two  energy-saving  features:  an  ultra-efficient  electrical  design,  and  the  master/controlled  outlets  feature  ’’Runtimes  may  vary  depending  on  load. 


RS001  is  also  available  at 


BED  BATH  & 

BEYOND 


Give  your  iPhone,  3G,  3GS,  BlackBerry 
on  Smartphone  more  than 

double  the  juice. 


Built-in  super 
bright  LED 
flashlight 


Built-in  laser  pointer. 


The  quick  pocket  solution  to  top  up  your  iPhone,  BlackBerry  or  Palm  "  Pre®! 
And  now  get  a  free  iPhone  case  too! 

by  Richard  Thalheimer 


For  iPhone/iPod 
Direct  plug-in /no  cable. 
Includes  2G/3G  support  brace. 
RS001  $69.95 


Just  plug  RichardSolo  1800  into  your  iPhone/BlackBerry  /Palm  Pre 
once  or  twice  a  day  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  keep  your  device  charged 
up.  At  your  desk  or  at  dinner,  plug  in  RichardSolo  to  instantly  transfer 
charge.  No  more  battery  worries!  1800  mAh  lithium-ion  battery  is  larg¬ 
est  in  its  class  and  holds  its  charge  for  months.  RichardSolo  1800  will 
charge  iPhone  to  full  1.5  times,  and  lithium-ion  is  good  for  3-5  years  of 
recharges. 

Retractable  USB  cable,  110-240v  AC  wall  charger,  and  dual-port  USB  car 
charger  included  —  like  getting  two  extra  chargers  for  free!  Even  charge 
the  RichardSolo  1800  and  phone  together  at  the  same  time.  Take  only  one 
charger  when  traveling  and  wake  up  in  the  morning  with  the  RichardSolo 
and  your  phone  charged.  Put  the  RichardSolo  in  your  pocket,  plug  it  into 
your  phone  now  and  then  to  top  it  up.  Use  your  phone  while  charging  it. 

Enjoy  a  built-in  laser  pointer  and  ultra-bright  LED  flashlight,  too!  These 
two  lights  use  very  little  power,  so  you  get  handy  extra  features.  RS001  is 
the  only  snap-on  battery  available  with  a  latching  mechanism  for  iPhone, 
to  keep  battery  firmly  attached.  RS001  fits  all  iPhone/iPod  cases  except 
the  very  thickest  armor.  Optional  2G/3G  support  brace  included. 

RS001  works  with  iPhone  3G  and  all  iPod  models  except  shuffle. 
Direct  plug  in.  No  cable. 

RS008  works  with  iPhone  and  all  iPod  models  except  shuffle  — 
perfect  for  iPod  touch.  Cable  only  —  included. 

RS007  works  with  all  BlackBerry  models,  Palm  Pre  and  any  phone  with 
a  mini/micro  USB  charging  port.  Plug  in  directly  or  use  with  cable  — 
included. 


We  are  here  to  support  you! 
Actual  customer  comments: 


“To  have  your  company  exhibit 
such  exceptional  service  is  un¬ 
believably  refreshing.”  —  P.S. 

“Dear  Richard  and  Team:  This 
is  what  I  call  great  customer  sup¬ 
port.  I  wish  more  companies 
would  figure  this  out  these  days. 
Thank  you  so  much.”  —  D.C. 


Reviewers  give  it  top  marks. 

“Now  RichardSolo  has  released 
a  much  improved  version  of  the 
Backup  Battery  that  not  only 
provides  more  power  for  your 
iPhone  or  iPod,  but  some  excel¬ 
lent  new  features  that  trash  the 
competition.”  —  TUAW.com 


For  iPhone/iPod  with  Cable 
Cable  connection  only. 
Perfect  for  iPod  touch. 
RS008  $69.95 


“The  quintessential  accessory 
for  all  iPhone/iPod  owners.  If  you 
don’t  already  own  one,  you  need 
to  order  yours  today." 

—  BuyMeAniPhone.com 


Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  with  our  30-day,  no-hassle  return  privi¬ 
lege.  If  you’re  not  satisfied  for  any  reason,  we’ll  email  you  a  pre-paid  return 
label.  You  have  no  risk  whatsoever,  and  the  warranty  is  now  one  full  year. 

On-line  ordering  and  blog  reviews:  www.RichardSolo.com 

email:  support@RichardSolo.com  IS|rwgSl  f  Works  with  1 


For  All  BlackBerry  Smartphones 
Cable  or  direct  plug-in. 

Works  with  all  USB-port  phones. 
RS007  $69.95 


iPod  and  iPhone  are  a  trademark  of  Apple  Inc.,  registered  in  the  U  S.  and  other  countries.  BlackBerry  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Research  In  Motion  Ltd.  Free  items  require  purchase.  Palm  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Palm.  Inc. 


>  Order  now  online:  www.RichardSolo.com 


r - 

Included  Free: 

Plus 

•  AC  wall  charger  •  Support  brace  _ 

Order  now,  and  we  will  include  our 

•  Dual-port  USB  for  iPhone 

$24.95  hard  case  for  iPhone  3G  as  a 

car  charger  ♦  Cable  shown 

free  bonus  with  RS001/RS008! 

•  Retractable  USB  with  model 

Good  protection,  textured  finish,  works  i 

cable 

k _ 

perfectly  with  our  support  brace. 

[q]  Made  for  H 

^  Works  with 

(®l  iPod  | 

U  iPhone 

Unlockthe  power  of  smarter 
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When  iTunes  debuted  in  2001,  it  was  a 
music-management  program,  pure 
and  simple.  It's  not  so  simple  now. 
The  latest  version,  iTunes  9,  handles  music, 
movies,  TV  shows,  music  videos,  podcasts, 
audiobooks,  iPhone  applications,  iPod  games, 
ringtones,  and  Internet  radio.  It  supports  the 
purchasing,  renting,  and  importing  of  media.  It 
manages  iPods,  iPhones,  and  the  Apple  TV.  It 


coordinates  the  syncing  of  contacts,  calendars, 
bookmarks,  notes,  e-mail  accounts,  and  even 
photos.  And  it  manages  wireless  streaming  to 
remote  AirPort  Express  and  Apple  TV  units. 

The  result  is  an  application  that’s  almost 
overwhelming  in  the  number  and  breadth  of  its 
features.  Here’s  a  guide  to  the  most  important 
new  features  in  iTunes  9 — what  they  do  and  how 
to  get  the  most  out  of  them. 
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Longer  Lists  New  Column  Browser  options  make  it  easier  to  browse  large  music  libraries. 


iTunes’  new  media-browsing  features 
include  additional  options  for  the  Column 
Browser  (now  accessed  via  View  ►  List). 
You  can  now  choose  between  having  the 
browser  on  top  (with  the  track  list  below 
the  browser)  or  on  the  left  (with  the  track 
list  to  the  right)  via  the  View  ►  Column 
Browser  submenu.  The  on-the-left  setting 
gives  you  a  narrower  track  list  with  fewer 
columns  of  information,  but  it  also  lets 
you  see  many  more  items  in  each  column 
(see  “Longer  Lists”).  You  can  also  choose 
(again,  in  the  View  ►  Column  Browser 
submenu)  which  columns  to  browse  by: 
Genres,  Artists,  Albums,  Composers,  or 
Groupings. 

iTunes  g  makes  the  Smart  Playlists 
feature  even  brainier.  When  creating  a 
new  smart  playlist  (File  ►  New  Smart 
Playlist),  you’ll  notice  a  new  ellipsis  button 
to  the  right  of  the  buttons  for  removing  (-) 
or  adding  (+)  rules.  Click  the  ellipsis 
button,  and  you’ll  add  a  nested  rule. 

What’s  a  nested  rule?  In  previous  ver¬ 
sions  of  iTunes,  you  could  define  playlists 
that  met  the  conditions  A  and  B  and  C  or 
A  or  B  or  C.  With  nested  rules,  you  can 
define  more  complex  conditions:  A  or  (B 
and  C),  for  example,  or  A  and  (B  or  C). 

This  means  you  can  now  create  a  smart 
playlist  that  includes  all  your  highly  rated 
seventies  and  eighties  punk  and  new- 
wave  tracks — Rating  is  greater  than  j  and 


Year  is  greater  than  1969  and  less  than  1990 
and  Genre  is  Punk  or  New  Wave — without 
having  to  create  intermediary  lists. 


Managing  Media  Files 


iTunes  9  includes  a  new  tool  for 
managing  your  media,  the  Automatically 
Add  To  iTunes  folder  in  your  iTunes 
Music  (or  iTunes  Media)  folder.  iTunes  9 
periodically  checks  this  folder  for  new 
content;  when  it  finds  some,  it  adds  the 
content  to  your  iTunes  library. 


With  this  feature  you  can  tell  tools 
such  as  the  Amazon  MP3  Downloader  or 
your  RSS  reader  to  save  media  down¬ 
loads  in  this  folder,  and  they’ll  automati¬ 
cally  be  added  to  iTunes.  (Unfortunately, 
using  this  folder  with  pre-Snow  Leopard 
versions  of  Mac  OS  X  may  result  in 
duplicate  or  corrupted  media  files  due  to 
the  way  those  versions  of  OS  X  handle 
partially  downloaded  files.)  For  conve¬ 
nience,  you  can  create  an  alias  to  this 
folder  and  put  the  alias  somewhere 
handy — say,  in  your  Dock  or  sidebar. 

If  iTunes  finds  content  it  can’t  handle 
(unsupported  video  formats,  for  example) 


in  the  Automatically  Add  To  iTunes  folder, 
it  will  put  those  files  in  a  Not  Added 
subfolder;  inside  that  subfolder,  each 
incompatible  file  is  placed  in  its  own 
subfolder  named  with  the  date  and  time 
iTunes  rejected  the  file. 

Also,  the  way  iTunes  organizes  your 
media  files  has  changed.  If  you’re  a 
first-time  iTunes  user,  or  if  you  create  a 
new  library  in  iTunes  9,  your  media  will 
be  saved  to  an  iTunes  Media  subfolder 
inside  youruserfolder/ Music/iTunes.  This 
iTunes  Media  folder  contains  subfolders 


for  Audiobooks,  iPod  Games,  Mobile 
Applications,  Movies,  Music,  Podcasts, 
Ringtones,  TV  Shows,  and  Voice  Memos; 
this  is  also  where  you’ll  find  the  Auto¬ 
matically  Add  To  iTunes  folder.  Older 
versions  of  iTunes  used  a  single  iTunes 
Music  folder  that  buried  nonmusical  data 
files  amid  the  folders  for  artists. 

If  you  upgraded  to  iTunes  9  from  an 
earlier  version  of  iTunes,  you  can  switch 
to  this  new  organizational  approach: 
choose  File  ►  Library  ►  Organize  Library, 
enable  the  Upgrade  To  iTunes  Media 
Organization  option,  and  then  click  OK. 
iTunes  will  rearrange  your  iTunes  Music 
folder  into  a  new  iTunes  Media  folder 
with  subfolders  for  Movies,  Music, 
Podcasts,  and  so  on.  This  feature  largely 
worked  in  our  testing,  but  we  did 
occasionally  find  stray  artist-specific 
folders  at  the  root  of  the  new  folder.  One 
caveat:  for  some  users,  Time  Machine 
again  backs  up  all  those  moved  files. 


Managing  Apps 


One  of  the  most  frequent  requests  from 
App  Store  customers  was  for  a  better  way 
to  manage  iPhone  apps — both  in  iTunes 
and  on  your  phone.  iTunes  9  provides  it. 

Select  the  Applications  item  in  the 
iTunes  sidebar,  and  you  can  now  view 
your  purchased  iPhone  apps  in  list,  grid 
or  Cover  Flow  mode.  List  view  lets  you 


App  Store  customers  wanted  a 
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iTu  nes  9:  The  App  Does  More 


The  latest  iteration  of 
Apple’s  do-everything 
media  program  offers  a  slew  of  significant 
improvements,  fulfilling  several  items  on 
my  iTunes  wish  list.  At  the  same  time, 
because  it  now  does  so  many  things,  I  find 
it  less  straightforward  than  it  used  to  be. 

What  Works 

The  interface  changes  in  iTunes  9  make  the 
program  easier  to  navigate,  for  both  new 
and  longtime  users.  And  the  improved 
column-browsing  features  make  browsing 
large  libraries  easier. 

If  you  own  an  iPhone  or  iPod  touch,  you’ll 
surely  welcome  iTunes  9’s  improved 
app-management  interface,  which  lets  you 
browse  your  purchased  iPhone  apps  in 
several  views;  I  particularly  like  the  icon-free 
list  mode  that  lets  me  sort  by  developer, 
various  dates,  genre,  kind,  size,  and  year. 

I  also  like  the  Applications-settings  tab 
that’s  available  when  you  plug  in  an  iPhone 
or  iPod  touch  and  select  it  under  Devices  in 
iTunes’  Source  list.  This  tab  shows  you  a 
sortable,  searchable  list  of  all  your 
applications,  as  well  as  a  scrolling  list  of 
your  device’s  actual  Home  screens.  This 
arrangement  makes  moving  apps  from 
screen  to  screen,  reordering  screens,  and 
installing  apps  much  easier  than  before. 

The  new  options  for  syncing  your 
media — including  the  capability  to  choose 
any  combination  of  music  playlists,  artists, 
and  genres — are  big  improvements  on 
previous  iTunes  versions;  and  the  option  to 
fill  remaining  free  space  on  your  iPod  or 
iPhone  with  music  is  a  nice  touch. 


Also,  the  new  Automatically  Add  To 
iTunes  folder  in  the  Finder  has  been  one  of 
the  most  requested  features  from  iTunes 
users  for  years,  and  the  addition  of  nested 
conditionals  in  the  Smart  Playlists  feature 
makes  it  much  more  powerful. 

Mixed  Bag 

Version  9’s  Home  Sharing  feature  (which 
enables  you  to  share  media  on  your  local 
network)  looks  quite  useful.  But  it  has  its 
flaws.  Though  you  can  opt  to  automatically 
copy  new  content  from  other  Macs  to  your 
own  library,  that  option  works  only  with 
media  you’ve  purchased  from  the  iTunes 
Store;  you  must  copy  other  media 
manually.  It’s  also  unfortunate  that  you 
can’t  copy  playlists — even  manually — or 
track  metadata  such  as  ratings,  play 
counts,  and  the  like. 

The  Genius  Mixes  feature  does  a 
generally  good  job  of  grouping  similar 
tracks.  But  I  found  that  the  mixes  favored 
certain  genres  over  others:  I  have  plenty 
of  jazz,  classical,  and  folk  in  my  collection, 
but  iTunes  didn’t  create  a  mix  for  any  of 
them.  I  also  find  it  odd  that  I  can’t  view  the 
tracks  in  a  Genius  Mix,  edit  a  mix,  or  delete 
a  mix  I  don’t  like. 

The  redesigned  iTunes  Store  is  less 
cluttered  than  before;  the  new  design  is 
easier  to  browse  than  the  previous  one.  But 
album  pages  now  offer  more-limited  track 
previews;  I  wish  you  could  click  a  single 
button  to  preview  all  tracks  in  an  album. 

I  don’t  mind  that  Apple  has  done  away 
with  the  shopping  cart— all  purchases  are 
now  One-Click — in  favor  of  a  wish  list  for 
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saving  items  for  later.  (Until  now,  I  had  used 
a  “wish  list”  playlist  to  keep  track  of  things  I 
wanted  to  buy.)  The  iTunes  Store  is  also 
more  flexible  about  screen  size:  it  grows  to 
fit  the  largest  iTunes  windows,  while 
shrinking  itself  (by  way  of  the  full-window 
option)  for  smaller  screens.  These  options 
make  using  the  store  less  frustrating. 

There  are  some  new  types  of  content  in 
the  iTunes  Store — iTunes  Extras  and  iTunes 
LPs.  iTunes  Extras  are  essentially  download¬ 
able  versions  of  the  special  features  you 
normally  get  with  physical  DVDs,  while 
iTunes  LPs  are  music  albums  that  include 
digital  liner  notes,  lyrics,  videos,  and  other 
content  created  with  input  from  the  artists. 
The  availability  of  both  features  is  currently 
limited  to  a  few  select  titles;  and  although 
movies  with  iTunes  Extras  seem  to  sell  for 
the  same  price  as  the  original  versions, 
Apple  charges  a  considerable  premium  for 
iTunes  LPs. 


Macworld’s  Upgrade  Advice 

Though  iTunes  9  delivers  many  improve¬ 
ments,  during  my  testing  it  was  also  more 
prone  to  crashes  and  poor  performance 
than  iTunes  8.  Still,  I  suspect  most  users  will 
want  to  install  it.  The  upgrade  is  mandatory 
if  you  need  to  use  any  of  the  new  features  of 
the  iTunes  Store  or  the  app-management 
tools.  And  it’s  tempting  for  new  users, 
people  with  massive  media  libraries,  and 
anyone  who  wants  to  more-easily  share 
their  media  around  the  house. 

(See  macworld.com/5384  for  our  full 
review  of  iTunes  9.) 
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Where's  My 

Shopping 
Cart? 

In  iTunes  9,  the  iTunes 
Store  shopping  cart  has  gone  away— the 
only  option  now  is  to  click  once  to  make 
a  purchase  (One-Click  shopping). 

If  you’re  one  of  the  many  people 
who  used  the  shopping  cart  as  a  sort  of 
“save  for  later”  list,  don’t  worry:  the 
iTunes  Store  now  includes  a  dedicated 
wish-list  feature;  anything  that  was 
previously  in  your  shopping  cart 
should  have  been  automatically  moved 
to  that  list  when  you  upgraded. 

To  add  an  item  to  your  wish  list  for 
later  consideration,  click  the  arrow 
next  to  its  Buy  button  and  choose  Add 
To  Wish  List.  To  see  a  notation  of  how 
many  items  are  on  your  list,  look  for 
the  My  Wish  List  link  in  the  Quick 
Links  section  on  the  iTunes  Store 
home  page;  to  view  your  wish  list, 
click  the  My  Wish  List  link. 


view — and  sort  by — columns  for  artist 
(in  other  words,  developer),  date  added 
or  modified,  genre,  kind,  purchase  or 
release  date,  size,  or  year. 

The  new  Applications-settings  tab  for 
iPhone  apps  is  even  better.  After  connect¬ 
ing  your  iPhone  or  iPod  touch,  select  it  in 


the  iTunes  Source  list  on  the  left  and  then 
click  the  Applications  tab  to  the  right. 
You’ll  see  a  column  on  the  left  listing  all 
your  downloaded  apps;  each  entry  in  the 
list  shows  the  app  icon,  name,  category, 
and  size.  You  can  sort  the  list  by  name, 
category,  or  release  date,  or  use  the  search 
field  to  look  for  a  particular  app. 

A  column  on  the  right  side  represents 
one  of  the  biggest  improvements  on 
iTunes  8.  It  shows  each  of  your  iPhone’s 
actual  Home  screens,  with  the  currently 
selected  screen  shown  larger  just  to  the 
left  of  the  list  of  Home  screens.  This 
feature  lets  you  rearrange  apps  among 
the  screens.  To  move  an  app  within  a 
screen,  select  the  screen,  click  the  app 
icon,  and  drag  it  to  a  new  position  on  the 
same  screen;  other  app  icons  move  out  of 
the  way.  To  move  an  app  to  a  different 
screen,  you  drag  its  icon  to  the  screen  you 
want.  You  can  K -click  multiple  icons  to 
move  several  apps  at  once,  and  reorder 
your  screens  by  dragging  a  screen  up  or 
down  in  the  list  on  the  right. 

Finally,  you  can  install  an  app  by 
dragging  it  from  the  app  list  on  the  left 
and  dropping  it  exactly  where  you  want  it 
to  appear  on  any  of  your  iPhone’s  Home 
screens.  Unfortunately,  you  can’t 
determine  which  apps  are  currently 
installed  on  your  iPhone  or  iPod  touch,  or 


rearrange  your  apps  and  screens,  if  the 
device  isn’t  connected  to  your  Mac. 


Syncing  Better 


With  your  iPhone  or  iPod  connected, 
you’ll  see  that  iTunes  9  is  dramatically 
better  at  syncing  media  between  your 
music  player  and  Mac.  For  example,  the 
Music  tab  used  to  let  you  sync  either  all  of 
your  music  or  just  selected  playlists;  now, 
you  can  choose  to  sync  any  combination 
of  playlists,  artists,  and  genres.  So,  you 
could  easily  copy  your  three  favorite  play¬ 
lists,  everything  by  your  favorite  band, 
and  all  tracks  classified  as  Alternative; 
there’s  even  a  search  field  for  the  Artists 
list  to  make  finding  particular  artists  easy. 

Similarly,  for  movies  and  TV  shows, 
you  can  choose  to  sync  recently  added 
(watched  or  unwatched)  items,  specific 
older  favorites,  and  movies  and  shows 
from  selected  playlists.  And  for  photos, 
you  can  now  choose  any  combination  of 
albums,  events,  and  faces  (as  identified  by 
i Photo’s  Faces  feature). 

Another  addition  you  might  not  notice 
right  away  is  that  the  Music  tab  provides  a 
new  option  to  automatically  fill  with 
music  any  free  space  that  remains  after 
everything  you’ve  chosen  has  synced. 
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Select  applications  to  be  installed  on  your  iPhone  or  drag  to  a  specific  home  screen. 
Drag  to  rearrange  application  icons  or  home  screens. 


Tidier  Home  Screen  In  one  of  its  best  improvements,  iTunes  9  lets  you  rearrange  and  organize 
your  iPhone’s  Home  screens,  right  on  your  Mac. 


iTunes  9's  Home  Sharing  feature  picks 
up  where  iTunes  8’s  stream-tracks-over- 
the-network  Sharing  feature  left  off.  To 
set  it  up,  you  choose  Advanced  ►  Turn 
On  Home  Sharing  for  each  computer  in 
your  house.  Then  you  need  to  authorize 
each  computer  (Store  ►  Authorize 
Computer),  using  the  same  iTunes  Store 
account.  (Each  computer  takes  up  one  of 
that  account’s  five  authorizations.) 

Each  authorized  computer  will  then 
appear  in  iTunes’  Shared  section  on  the 
other  computers;  click  a  computer  in  the 
Shared  section  to  view  the  contents  of  its 
iTunes  library,  and  double-click  any  audio 
or  video  track  to  play  it  in  iTunes  on  your 
own  Mac. 

But  the  big  change  here  is  that  you  can 
not  only  play  shared  tracks,  but  also  copy 
any  item — including  iPhone  apps,  video, 
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FOR  MAKING  US  THE  WORLD'S  #1  WEB  HOST! 


Your  loyalty  has  helped  make  us  the  leading  web  hosting  provider  worldwide.  1&1  was  built  on  a  foundation  of 
innovative  products  and  outstanding  reliability,  and  we  continue  to  strive  to  bring  you  high-quality  products  at 
affordable  prices.  To  show  our  appreciation,  we're  offering  discounts  on  our  most  popular  products. 
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FEATURES 


iTunes  Remixed 


and  podcasts — from  the  other  library  to 
your  own  simply  by  dragging  the  item  to 
your  own  library  in  the  Source  list.  The 
item  will  then  be  a  permanent  resident  of 
your  computer,  even  when  you  discon¬ 
nect  from  the  other  computer.  (Keep  in 
mind  that  to  use  the  copied  content  you 
must  be  authorized  for  it,  not  just  for 
Home  Sharing.  This  can  get  confusing 
when  you’ve  got  multiple  people  sharing 
libraries,  each  of  whom  purchased 
content  under  a  different  account.) 

Another  new  feature  helps  keep  two 
iTunes  libraries  in  sync:  the  Show  Items 
Not  In  My  Library  option  filters  the  list 
to  show  only  items  you  don’t  already 
have.  (The  feature  is  accessible  via  the 
Show  pop-up  menu  when  you’re  viewing 
the  contents  of  another  iTunes  library.) 
This  makes  easy  work  of,  say,  copying 
just  the  items  your  spouse  has  added  to 
his  or  her  library  that  you  haven’t  yet 
added  to  your  own. 

iTunes  can  even  check  to  see  if  there 
are  new  items  in  another  library  and 


copy  them  to  your  own  automatically: 
just  click  the  Settings  button  while 
viewing  a  library  you’ve  shared  through 
Home  Sharing,  choose  the  types  of 


media  you  want  copied,  and  click  OK. 
This  autocopy  feature  works  only  with 
media  purchased  through  iTunes, 
though;  for  anything  not  obtained 
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Simpler  Shopping  The  iTunes  Store  gets  a  face-lift  in  iTunes  9;  for  the  most  part,  the  new  layout 
is  easier  to  navigate. 
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through  the  iTunes  Store,  you’ll  need  to 
copy  it  manually. 

Home  Sharing  also  doesn’t  let  you 
copy  playlists,  nor  does  it  transfer 
metadata  such  as  ratings  or  play  counts 
when  you  copy  media. 


Preparing  for  Genius 


iTunes  8  introduced  the  Genius  feature, 
which  analyzes  your  library  and  generates 
playlists  of  similar  music.  iTunes  9  takes 
that  one  step  further,  with  Genius 
Mixes — larger  collections  of  tracks  based 
on  the  types  of  music  that  dominate  your 
music  library.  Instead  of  creating  a 
playlist  based  on  a  particular  “seed”  track, 
as  the  Genius  feature  does,  the  Genius 
Mixes  feature  examines  your  entire 
library  to  build  up  to  12  such  mixes, 
depending  on  the  size  of  your  library, 
populating  each  with  songs  that  (in 
Apple’s  words)  “go  great  together.” 

You  can  view  these  mixes  by  selecting 
Genius  Mixes  in  iTunes’  Source  list  on 


the  left.  To  play  a  mix,  mouse  over  the 
mix’s  “album  cover”  and  click  the  play 
button  that  appears.  You’ll  see  a  bit  of 
information  about  the  mix  (its  name  and 
a  few  examples  of  artists  in  the  mix)  at 
the  bottom  of  the  window. 

For  the  Genius  Mix  feature  to  work, 
iTunes  needs  to  update  its  Genius 
information.  That  should  happen  when 
you  first  launch  iTunes  9,  but  if  it 
didn’t — or  if  you  canceled  that  process — 
just  choose  Store  ►  Update  Genius. 


Navigating  the  New  iTunes  Store 


With  each  recent  upgrade  to  iTunes,  Apple 
has  also  redesigned  the  iTunes  Store. 
That’s  happened  again  with  iTunes  9.  The 
new  design  is  a  bit  less  cluttered  than 
before  and  makes  jumping  directly  to  par¬ 
ticular  types  of  content  easier.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  mouse  over  the  Music  item  in  the 
navigation  bar  and  a  small  arrow  appears; 
click  on  the  arrow  to  view  a  menu  for 
jumping  directly  to  a  particular  music 


section — Music  Videos,  iTunes  Essentials, 
Pre-Orders,  or  any  music  genre. 

Album  pages  also  get  a  new  look.  The 
separate  track-list  pane  at  the  bottom  is 
gone,  replaced  by  a  list  in  the  body  of  the 
page.  To  preview  tracks,  just  move  the 
mouse  cursor  over  a  track  name;  a  play 
preview  button  will  appear  to  the  left. 

If  you  have  a  small  screen,  a  new 
setting  in  the  Store  tab  of  iTunes’s 
preferences  (Use  Full  Window  For  iTunes 
Store)  hides  the  Source  list  and  uses  the 
entire  window.  If  you  have  a  large  screen, 
you’ll  appreciate  that  the  store  now  grows 
to  efficiently  fit  the  iTunes  window  no 
matter  how  large  that  window  gets. 

When  you  find  something  you  like  on 
the  iTunes  Store,  you  can  now  let  your 
friends  know  publicly:  click  the  arrow 
next  to  the  item’s  Buy  button  and  choose 
Share  On  Facebook  or  Share  On  Twitter 
to  post  a  message  about  the  item  on  your 
social-networking  platform  of  choice. 
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TIPS, TRICKS,  AND  TOOLS  TO  MAKE  YOU 
AND  YOUR  MAC  MORE  PRODUCTIVE 


WHY  DESKTOP  E-MAIL  STILL  RULES 

Webmail  may  be  convenient,  but  conventional  e-mail  programs  offer  many  advantages 

By  Joe  Kissell 


More  and  more  people  rely 

on  a  Web-based  interface  for 
accessing  their  e-mail,  be 
it  Google’s  Gmail  (mail.google.com), 
Apple’s  MobileMe  (www.apple.com/ 
mobileme),  or  another  provider’s 
Webmail  service.  Although  such  sys¬ 
tems  have  the  virtue  of  being  nearly 
universally  accessible — and  although 
they  have,  in  the  past  couple  of  years, 
improved  dramatically  in  usability — 

I’ll  still  take  a  desktop  e-mail  client, 
such  as  Apple  Mail  (macworld.com/3510), 
Microsoft  Entourage  (macworld.com/ 
3346),  or  Mozilla  Thunderbird  (macworld 
.com/3522),  any  day. 

Why?  Take,  for  instance,  the  issue  of 
outages,  like  the  one  Gmail  experienced 
recently  (macworld.com/5278).  I  like  to  be 
able  to  access  my  e-mail  whenever  I 
want.  But  beyond  that,  Webmail  still  lags 
far  behind  desktop  clients  in  several  key 
areas.  Here  are  my  top  six  reasons  con¬ 
ventional  e-mail  programs  are  still  better 
than  even  the  best  Webmail  service. 

Integration  with  Other  Applications 

Mail  ties  directly  into  Mac  OS  X  appli¬ 
cations  such  as  Address  Book,  iCal, 
iChat,  and  Keychain.  Similarly,  most 
other  desktop  e-mail  clients  can  connect 
to  other  desktop  applications  in  one  way 
or  another.  But  with  Webmail,  you’re 
generally  stuck  with  whatever  services  a 
provider  offers.  Gmail  happens  to  offer 
quite  a  few,  but  if  you  want  to  use,  say, 
iChat  instead  of  Google  Talk  to  reply  to 
someone  who  sent  you  an  e-mail 
message,  it’s  not  convenient. 

Plus,  when  you  click  a  ‘mailto’  link  in 
a  Web  browser  (or  any  other  application), 


you  get  a  new,  blank  message  in  your 
default  e-mail  client.  To  achieve  the  same 
effect  with  a  Webmail  system,  you  may 
have  to  install  extra  software  or  jump 
through  other  time-consuming  hoops. 

The  Power  to  Redirect 

If  you  forward  a  message  to  someone, 
and  the  recipient  replies,  the  reply 
goes  back  to  you.  But  if  you  redirect  a 
message,  replies  go  to  the  person  who 
originally  sent  it. 

The  capability  to  redirect  messages  is 
extremely  useful  when  you  receive 
someone  else’s  mail  by  mistake,  or  when 
another  person  is  better  suited  than  you 
to  reply  to  certain  messages.  Mail  and 
Entourage  (among  other  e-mail  clients) 
have  a  Redirect  command  (Message  ► 
Redirect  in  both  applications).  Gmail, 
MobileMe,  and  most  other  Webmail 
systems  do  not. 


Drag-and-Drop  Attachments 

If  you  drag  a  file  (such  as  a  JPEG  picture 
or  a  Microsoft  Word  document)  into  a 
new  message  window  in  a  desktop  e-mail 
client,  the  program  attaches  the  file  to 
your  message.  Often,  this  is  the  quickest 
and  most  convenient  way  to  send  some¬ 
one  a  file.  But  try  the  same  trick  in  a  Web¬ 
mail  program,  and  you’re  more  likely  to 
see  the  path  to  the  file  inserted  as  text  in 
your  outgoing  message. 

Attaching  files  in  Webmail  programs 
usually  involves  clicking  a  link  or  button 
and  locating  the  file  through  an  Open 
dialog  box,  and  then  repeating  the 
procedure  for  each  attachment.  In  other 
words,  a  common  task  becomes 
uncommonly  time-consuming. 

One  Place  for  All  Your  Accounts 

Sure,  MobileMe  can  check  another  POP 
account,  Gmail  can  check  multiple 
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POP  accounts,  and  you  can  forward  mail 
from  other  accounts  to  either  service. 

But  what  if  you  want  multiple  POP, 
IMAP,  and  Exchange  accounts  all  in  the 
same  place — and  on  top  of  that,  you  also 
want  the  capability  to  drag  messages 
from  one  account  to  another?  Desktop 
e-mail  clients  are  far  more  likely  than 
Webmail  to  bring  everything  together  in 
a  consistent,  elegant  way. 

Better  Message  Filtering 

MobileMe’s  Webmail  interface  doesn’t 
offer  any  rules  for  filtering  mail.  Gmail 
has  filters,  but  they  pale  in  comparison 
to  those  that  Mail,  Entourage,  and 
Thunderbird  offer. 

For  complete  control  over  the  way 
incoming  mail  is  sorted  and  processed, 
the  filters  (also  known  as  rules)  in  desktop 
clients  nearly  always  give  you  more 
flexibility  than  those  in  Webmail. 

The  Full  Mac  User  Interface 

In  a  desktop  e-mail  client,  menus,  key¬ 
board  shortcuts,  toolbars,  and  other 
aspects  of  OS  X’s  user  interface  work  the 
way  you  expect  them  to  (and  are  often 
customizable).  In  Webmail,  you  have  to 
take  what  you  get.  For  example,  maybe 
keyboard  shortcuts  exist  for  things  like 
replying  and  composing  new  messages, 
or  maybe  not.  If  there  are  shortcuts, 
they’re  probably  different  from  what  every 
other  Mac  program  uses.  You’re  limited  by 
your  browser’s  capabilities,  which  means 
that  you  may  have  to  switch  gears  and  use 
a  different,  less  familiar  way  of  working. 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  earlier,  and 
because  two  of  the  desktop  clients 
highlighted  here  are  available  for  free  for 
Mac  users  (OS  X’s  excellent  built-in  Mail 
and  Mozilla’s  Thunderbird),  I  always 
recommend  using  such  a  program 
instead  of  Webmail.  However,  if  you  work 
on  a  Mac  with  multiple  users  but  you  lack 
an  individual  account  (to  keep  your  data 
separate  from  everyone  else’s),  or  if  you 
temporarily  use  someone  else’s  computer, 
Webmail  might  suit  your  needs  better. 

Senior  Contributer  Joe  Kissell  is  the 
author  of  numerous  e-books  about  OS  X 

(www.takecontrolbooks.com). 


Two  Favorite  Entourage  Tips 

By  Joe  Kissell 


Microsoft’s  Entourage  2008  is  one  of 
the  most  powerful  and  full-featured 
e-mail  clients  available.  With  these  two 
tips, you  can  make  using  it  even  faster. 

Use  Quick  Look  with  Entourage 

Mac  OS  X’s  Quick  Look  lets  you  preview 
files,  such  as  graphics,  videos,  PDFs,  and 
Microsoft  Office  documents,  from  the 
Finder,  without  having  to  open  the  files 
in  their  respective  applications.  Apple’s 
Mail  has  built-in  support  for  Quick  Look, 
allowing  you  to  view  attachments  easily. 
Thanks  to  a  pair  of  free  add-ons,  you  can 
add  these  capabilities  to  Entourage,  too. 

Download  the  Quick  Look  Attach¬ 
ments  script  (macworld.com/5368) 
and  move  it  to  /dsers/yourusername/ 
Documents/Microsoft  User  Data/ 
Entourage  Script  Menu  Items.  Once 
it’s  installed,  use  Quick  Look  to  view 
attachments  by  selecting  the  message 
and  pressing  Control-L,  or  by  choosing 
Quicklook  Attachment  from  Entou¬ 
rage’s  script  menu. 

You  can  also  use  Quick  Look  to  view 
Entourage  messages  in  the  Finder 
(Entourage  2008  only).  Download 
the  Entourage  QuickLook  Plug-In 
(macworld.com/5369)  and  store  it  in 
the  QuickLook  folder  in  /Users/ 
yourusername/ Library  (create  this 
folder  if  necessary).  The  next  time  your 
Spotlight  search  results  include  an 


Entourage  message,  select  it  and  press  the 
spacebar  to  preview  it. 

Make  Entourage  Run  Efficiently 

Entourage  stores  all  of  its  data — for  instance, 
e-mail,  contacts,  and  calendar  entries — in  a 
single  database  file  (located  in  /Users/ 
yourusername/Documents/Microsoft  User 
Data/Office  2008  Identities/Main  Identity). 
This  file  can  grow  quite  large  over  time,  and 
even  if  you  delete  messages  or  other  data, 
the  file  doesn’t  shrink  proportionally.  To  save 
disk  space  and  enable  Entourage  to  work 
more  efficiently, you  should  compact  this 
database  every  few  months  (this  reorganizes 
its  contents  internally). 

First,  quit  all  Microsoft  Office  programs. 
Hold  down  Option  while  launching  Entourage 
to  bring  up  the  Database  Utility  (see  “Opti¬ 
mize  Entourage  Databases”).  Select  either 
Compact  Database  to  compress  and  optimize 
the  data,  or  Repair  Database  to  do  the  same 
plus  fix  any  errors.  Then  click  Continue. 

The  process  should  take  a  few  minutes, 
though  it  may  take  longer — a  lot  longer— 
if  you  have  a  large  database.  When  it’s 
complete,  click  Done  and  then  Quit.  This 
process  stores  a  backup  copy  of  your 
database  in  /Users /yourusername/ 
Documents/Microsoft  User  Data/Office 
2008  Identities/Main  Identity  [Backed  up 
date  and  time].  Once  you’re  satisfied  that 
Entourage  is  working  properly,  delete  the 
backup  if  you  prefer. 


Database  Utility 


Select  the  database  you  want  to  maintain. 

identity  Date  Last  Modified 

Mam  Identity  (Backed  up  2008-11-26  Wed.  11/26/08  9  36  PM 
Mam  Identity  (Backed  up  2009-03-28  Sat.  3/28/09  12:52  AM 
Mam  Identity  [Backed  up  2009-04-14  Tue,  4/14/09  4  09  PM 

Select  the  maintenance  activity  to  perform. 

O  Verify  database  integrity 

Check  database  to*  corruption,  if  problems  arc  found,  you  can  choose  to  rebuild  your  database  If 
your  database  <s  working  properly,  no  changes  win  be  made. 

Optimize  Entourage 
Databases  A  hidden 
Entourage  utility  lets  you 
compact  or  repair  the 
Office  database— just 
hold  down  Option  while 
launching  the  program. 


@  Compact  database 

Compact  and  back  up  (he  current  database  hies. 

Q  Rebuild  database 

Perform  repairs,  compact  database  hies,  and  back  up  current  database  if  Sync  Services  are 
enabled,  they  will  be  disabled  dunng  the  rebuild  and  must  be  re-enabled 

G  Set  database  preferences 

Changes  database  maintenance  preferences 

(  Quit  (  Contmue 
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EXPLORE  UNEXPECTED  USES  FOR 
THE  SPACEBAR 

By  Sharon  Zardetto 


Select  with  the  Spacebar  With  All  Controls  turned  on  in  the  Keyboard  Shortcuts  preference 
pane,  tab  to  a  menu  (the  blue  halo  shows  it’s  selected)  and  use  the  spacebar  to  open  it.  Use  an  arrow 
key  to  highlight  a  menu  choice,  and  then  use  the  spacebar  again  to  trigger  the  command. 


Ancient  Greek  and  Latin  writings 
had  no  spaces  between  words; 
you  just  had  to  know  where 
words  started  and  stopped  in  order  to 
read  textlikethis.  But  we  should  be 
grateful  to  the  spacebar  for  more  than 
just  its  word-separation  capabilities.  It 
can  also  perform  quite  a  few  tricks. 

Play  and  Pause 

In  any  application  that  provides  play  and 
pause  controls,  use  the  spacebar  to 
alternately  play  and  pause  the  content. 
This  includes  movies  and  slideshows,  as 
well  as  audio-only  files  such  as  those  you 
play  in  Apple’s  iTunes  and  GarageBand. 

Open  Folders  Instantly 

Spring-loaded  folders  are  one  of  Mac  OS 
X’s  most  overlooked  timesavers  (macworld 
.com/5370).  In  the  Finder,  when  you  drag 
an  item  and  let  it  hover  over  a  folder,  a 
Finder  window  springs  open  after  a  brief 
pause,  revealing  the  folder’s  contents.  This 
makes  moving  or  copying  an  item  to  the 
correct  place  easy,  especially  if  your  folder 
names  aren’t  very  descriptive.  It  also 
simplifies  getting  into  subfolders. 

To  set  the  length  of  the  spring-open 
delay,  go  to  the  General  pane  of  Finder  ► 
Preferences.  Or  avoid  the  delay  altogether 
by  pressing  the  spacebar  to  instantly  open 
a  folder  you’re  hovering  over. 

Docked  folders  can  spring  open,  too, 
when  you  drag  something  onto  them. 
Press  the  spacebar  to  open  a  docked 
folder  without  waiting. 

Access  Screenshot  Options 

When  you  need  to  document  an  aspect  of 
your  Mac's  behavior,  a  screenshot  of  the 


full  screen  is  seldom  necessary.  You  can 
save  a  selected  area  of  the  screen  as  a  file 
(K-Shift-4)  or  to  the  Clipboard  (3€-Control- 
Shift-4),  but  adding  the  spacebar  to  the 
mix  provides  two  additional  options. 

Pressing  the  spacebar  before  you 
drag  across  an  area  changes  your  cursor 
to  a  camera  and  lets  you  select  an  entire 
window  (or  a  dialog  box,  or  a  menu 
without  its  title)  by  clicking  on  it. 
Pressing  the  spacebar  after  you’ve 
dragged  a  selection  rectangle — but 
before  you  let  it  go — allows  you  to  move 
the  selection  rectangle  around  on  the 
screen  to  adjust  its  position. 

Zoom  In  on  Windows  in  Expose 

One  of  the  more  clever  feature  tweaks  in 
Snow  Leopard  involves  the  spacebar. 
When  you  invoke  Expose,  OS  X  displays 
your  open  windows  in  a  grid  on  your 
screen,  at  a  substantially  reduced  size. 
Sometimes,  recognizing  which  window  is 
which  when  you’re  in  this  view  is  hard, 
and  the  windows’  titles  aren’t  always 


good-enough  clues.  Now  you  can  use  the 
spacebar  to  zoom  in  and  preview  Expose 
windows.  Move  your  cursor  over  a  win¬ 
dow  and  press  the  spacebar.  If  it’s  the 
window  you  want,  press  Return.  If  not, 
press  the  spacebar  again. 

Use  the  Keyboard  to  ‘Click’  on  Items 

Prefer  to  use  your  keyboard  to  move 
around  dialog  boxes  or  Web  pages?  Select 
All  Controls  under  Full  Keyboard  Access 
in  the  Keyboard  Shortcuts  tab  (in  Leo¬ 
pard’s  Keyboard  &  Mouse  preference 
pane,  or  Snow  Leopard’s  Keyboard  pref¬ 
erence  pane).  With  All  Controls  active,  a 
press  of  the  Tab  key  selects,  in  turn,  every 
component  of  whatever  you’re  working  in. 
Once  you’ve  selected  something,  press  the 
spacebar  in  lieu  of  clicking  the  mouse  (see 
“Select  with  the  Spacebar"). 

So,  for  instance,  with  All  Controls  on, 
tabbing  around  on  a  Web  page  includes 
not  only  the  search  and  other  text  fields 
on  a  form,  but  all  its  clickable  spots,  and 
the  spacebar  “clicks”  the  selected  item. 


HARDWARE 

MFC-9320CW,  from  Brother 
(www.brother-usa.com):  Com¬ 
pact  multifunction  device  lets 
you  print  directly  from  USB 
Flash  cards  ($499). 


StorCenter  ix4-200d,  from 
Iomega  (iomega.com):  This  new 
four-bay  Network  Attached 
Storage  (NAS)  system  is 
designed  for  small  to  medium 
businesses  ($700). 


PowerLite  1716,  from  Epson 

(www.epson.com):  Weary 
business  travelers  who  present 
on  the  road  will  appreciate  that 
this  tiny  projector  weighs  in  at 
less  than  four  pounds  ($1000). 


SOFTWARE 
Camtasia  for  Mac,  from 

TechSmith  (www.techsmith.com): 

Screen-recording  software 
captures  everything  on  your  Mac’s 
display  ($149;  $99  until  12/31/09). 
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Meet  your  new  office  manager. 


NeatDesk  for  Mac  is  the  over-achieving  office 
manager  you’ve  always  longed  for,  to  quickly  turn 
all  that  paper  on  your  desk  into  organized,  digital 
information.  More  than  just  a  pretty  scanner,  it’s 
also  smart— the  patented  software  extracts  and 
organizes  key  data  from  your  paper  and  creates 
a  searchable  database  of  all  your  information. 

It  can’t  make  coffee,  but  it  will  save  you  so  much 
time,  you  won’t  mind  getting  it  yourself. 

Easy  expense  reports.  Our  patented  software  scans  and  extracts 
key  information  from  your  receipts  -  like  date,  vendor,  and  amount 
-  then  organizes  it  in  a  PDF  report  that  can  be  emailed. 

Goodbye,  business  cards.  Turn  a  pile  of  cards  into  Mac  Address 
Book  contact  files  with  the  press  of  a  button.  It'll  even  keep  a 
digital  image  of  the  card  itself  so  you  can  put  that  overflowing 
drawer  to  better  use. 

No  more  "disappearing”  files.  Every  scanned  document  is  keyword 
searchable  and  stored  in  organized  digital  folders,  so  you'll  find 
files  in  a  few  seconds  -  instead  of  a  few  hours. 
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ACCESS  HIDDEN  COMMANDS 
WITH  THE  OPTION  KEY 

By  Sharon  Zardetto 


The  Option  key  is  the  unsung  hero 
of  the  keyboard.  Since  the  earliest 
days  of  the  Mac,  it  has  provided 
access  to  special  font  characters,  revealed 
alternative  commands  in  menus,  and 
more.  Here  are  some  of  my  favorite 
things  the  Option  key  can  do. 

Reverse  Your  Scrollbar  Preference 

Most  of  the  time,  I  use  the  scrollbar — for 
example,  in  Apple’s  Safari  or  Microsoft 
Word — to  move  my  view  a  full  page  or 
screen  at  a  time.  But  sometimes — in  a 
long  document,  for  instance — I  know  that 
I  want  to  go  to  a  point  about  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  way  through  a  document.  Click¬ 
ing  where  I  want  to  go  is  easier  than  click¬ 
ing  and  dragging  the  scroller  to  get  there. 

You  can  choose  between  these 
actions — Jump  To  The  Next  Page  or 
Jump  To  Here — by  setting  the  Click  In 
The  Scroll  Bar  To  option  in  the  Appear¬ 
ance  preference  pane.  Or  have  it  both 
ways:  Option-click  in  the  scrollbar  to 
temporarily  reverse  the  setting  you’ve 
made  in  System  Preferences. 

Open  Preference  Panes 

You  love  the  convenience  of  dimming  or 
brightening  your  screen  with  a  quick 
press  of  Fi  or  F2,  but  sometimes  you 
need  to  adjust  other  aspects  of  your 
display.  Hold  Option  while  pressing 
either  of  the  function  keys  that  controls 
brightness,  and  the  Displays  preference 
pane  opens.  This  works  with  other 
function  keys,  too:  hold  Option  while  you 
press  any  of  the  volume  function  keys  (F3 
through  F5  or  F10  through  F12,  depend¬ 
ing  on  your  keyboard),  and  the  Sound 
preference  pane  opens.  If  you  need  to 


Option-Click  to  Open 
Multiple  Inspector 
Palettes 

You  can  open  multiple 
Inspector  windows  in 
Apple’s  Keynote  and  Pages 
by  using  the  View  ►  New 
Inspector  command.  But 
this  always  opens  a 
Document  Inspector,  so 


OOO 


press  the  Fn  key  to  trigger  the  special 
features  on  the  function  keys  when  you’re 
on  a  laptop  (the  ones  represented  by 
icons),  just  add  the  Option  key  to  the  mix: 
Fn-Option-Fi,  for  instance. 

Switch  Speakers  from  the  Menu  Bar 

You  need  to  switch  from  the  internal 
speakers  to  your  headphones  for  a 
Skype  call,  or  you’re  the  last  one  left  in 
the  office  so  you  want  to  blast  music 
through  your  external  speakers.  If  you’re 
using  Snow  Leopard,  and 
your  Volume  menu  is  in 
the  menu  bar,  you  don’t 
have  to  open  the  Sound 
preference  pane  to  switch 
output  devices:  Press 
Option  before  you  open 
the  Volume  menu,  and 
instead  of  getting  the 
volume  slider,  you’ll  see 
a  list  of  available  input 
and  output  devices.  (To 
make  the  Volume  menu 
appear  in  the  first  place, 
go  to  the  Sound  prefer¬ 
ence  pane  and  select  the 
Show  Volume  In  Menu 
Bar  option.) 


you  must  then  click  on  the  icon  for  the 
Inspector  you  need.  Instead  of  using  the 
menu  command,  Option-click  directly  on 
an  icon  in  an  existing  Inspector  palette  to 
open  a  new  Inspector  for  that  category 
(see  “Open  Multiple  Inspectors”). 

Choose  a  Startup  Disk 

Hold  down  Option  when  you  turn  on 
your  Mac,  and  you’ll  see  available  startup 
drives  displayed  on  screen.  Choose  the 
one  you  want,  and  you’re  good  to  go. 
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Open  Multiple  Inspectors  Option-click  on  an  Inspector  icon 
at  the  top  of  a  palette  to  open  a  separate  palette  for  the  new 
Inspector,  so  you  can  easily  access  all  the  different  controlsyou 
need  all  at  once. 


SOFTWARE 

FoneConnector  for  Daylite  1.0, 

from  OSXpert  (www.daylite.biz): 
Adds  telephony  system  to  the 
business  productivity-manage¬ 
ment  software  Daylite  ($79). 


Now  X,  from  Now  Software 
(www.nowsoftware.com):  New 
group  calendar  and  contact- 
management  software  suite  is 
now  compatible  with  both  Mac 
OS  X  and  Windows  ($130). 


Studiometry  7,  from  Oranged 

Software  (www.oranged.net): 
This  business-management 
software  helps  you  get  a  handle 
on  contacts,  bill  your  clients, 
track  work,  and  more  ($200). 


Yojimbo  2.0,  from  Bare  Bones 
Software  (www.barebones 
.com):  Free-form  information 
organizer  adds  enhanced  tag¬ 
ging  and  filtering  to  help  you 
keep  track  of  your  ideas  ($39). 
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Reviews 


WHAT  WE’RE  REVIEWING 
ONLINE  THIS  MONTH 


HARDWARE 


ioSafeSolo  > 

The  ioSafe  Solo  is  the 
black  box  of  storage 
options,  providing 
disaster  protection 
and  peace  of  mind  by  surviving  situations 
other  drives  can’t.  This  drive’s  security 
features  for  your  data  don’t  involve 
encryption;  rather,  they  are  of  the  physical 
variety.  The  Solo  is  sealed  and  insulated 
to  withstand  not  only  water,  but  also  tem¬ 
peratures  over  160  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

The  ioSafe  Solo  is  available  in  500GB  (the 
unit  we  tested),  iTB,  and  1.5TB  capacities. 
The  drive  has  a  Hitachi  7200  rotations-per- 
minute  mechanism,  which  sadly  isn’t  built 
for  speed.  However,  the  drive’s  speed  is  on 
a  par  with  other  USB  drives  (macworld 
.com/537i). 

MM;  $149;  ioSafe,  iosafe.com 

Kinesis  Low- 
Force  Keypad 
for  Mac  > 

If  your  main  Mac  is  a 
laptop,  or  if  your 
favorite  keyboard  is 
missing  a  numeric 
keypad,  getting  a 
stand-alone  keypad 
is  one  way  to  replace  those  useful  keys. 
Although  there  are  a  good  number  of 
these  input  devices  on  the  market,  few 
officially  support  the  Mac,  and  even  fewer 
offer  any  advantages  for  Mac  users. 
Kinesis’s  Low-Force  Keypad  for  Mac  is  an 
exception,  offering  both  Mac  compatibility 
and  Mac-specific  features.  Extra  navigation 
keys  and  functions  enable  you  to  perform 
a  variety  of  common  data-entry  tasks 
without  having  to  use  the  main  keyboard 
simultaneously  (macworld.com/5372). 
MM  ;  $60;  Kinesis,  www.kinesis-ergo.com 

Konica  Minolta  magicolor 
1690MF 

Konica  Minolta’s  magicolor  1690MF  is  a 
compact  multifunction  device  with  a  color 


laser  printer,  flatbed  scanner,  and  fax.  It 
connects  to  your  Mac  either  through  USB 
or  10/100  Ethernet.  With  very  good-qual¬ 
ity  printed  output,  handy  features  like  an 
automatic  document  feeder  and  built-in 
fax  machine,  and  10/iooBaseT  Ethernet 
networking, 
the  1690MF 
is  a  good  fit 
for  small  or 
home  offices 
that  are 
looking  to 
produce 
high-quality 
office  documents.  Scanning  is  the 
magicolor’s  only  weakness,  with  multiple 
difficulties  and  murky  scans.  The  scanner 
works  best  when  used  as  part  of  the  copy 
function  (macworld.com/5373). 

MM  ;  $449;  Konica  Minolta, 
kmbs.konicaminolta.us 

Rocstor  Airhawk 
A9  > 

This  Time  Machine- 
ready  portable  storage 
device  features  a 
7200-rpm  hard-drive 
mechanism  and  a 
distinctively  futuristic- 
looking  matte  exterior. 

The  hard  drive  comes  with  USB  2.0, 
FireWire  400,  and  FireWire  800  connec¬ 
tors.  It  even  includes  a  Y-cable  for  the  USB 
connection  that  will  allow  the  Airhawk  A9 
to  draw  power  from  two  USB  ports.  That 
makes  it  ideal  for  older  laptop  models  that 
can’t  generate  enough  power  to  spin  the 
drive’s  mechanism.  In  our  testing,  the 
Airhawk  showed  great  data  writing  speeds, 
but  lagged  behind  other  external  drives 
when  reading  files  (macworld.com/5374). 
MM  ;  $120;  Rocstor,  www.rocstor.com 

Rocstor  Rocpro  850 

You’d  struggle  to  find  a  more  generic¬ 
looking  desktop  hard  drive  than  the 
Rocpro  850.  But  while  other  drives  seem 


more  fashionable,  the  Rocpro  850  has 
speed  on  its  side,  leaving  competing  non- 
SSD  desktop  hard  drives  in  the  dust.  It  also 
offers  versatile  connection  options,  a 
competitive  price,  and  an  excellent  war¬ 
ranty.  Though  it’s  designed  for  audio-visual 
professionals,  budget-conscious  consumers 
will  also  find  the  Rocpro  850  an  appealing 
drive  (macworld.com/5397). 

MM  ;  $130,  Rocstor,  www.rocstor.com 


ViewSonic  VG2427WITI  a 


This  24-inch  widescreen  LCD  monitor  is  a 
good  choice  for  users  who  need  a  big 
screen  for  text-intensive  work.  In  our  tests, 
text  on  a  page  of  fonts  of  different  sizes 
looked  sharp,  even  when  at  very  small  point 
sizes  (such  as  6).  Unfortunately,  our  motion 
tests  revealed  some  barely  detectable 
jittering  of  images.  This  slightly  flawed  video 
playback  and  the  monitor’s  lack  of  an 
HDMI-in  port  may  disappoint  gamers  and 
movie  watchers  (macworld.com/5375). 

Mt  ;  $499;  ViewSonic,  www.viewsonic.com 


SOFTWARE 


iFinance3 

iFinance  is  a  beautifully  designed  personal 
finance  application  with  an  iTunes-like 
interface  that  helps  you  budget  your  money 

Find  It  Online 

For  expanded  reviews,  type 
the  blue  URL  at  the  end  of 
each  summary  into  your 
browser’s  address  bar. 
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and  manage  stocks,  income,  and  expenses. 
Unfortunately,  it  lacks  some  very  basic  and 
necessary  features,  making  it  a  questionable 
choice  over  other,  more  full-featured 
applications.  The  program  doesn't  offer  any 
kind  of  printed  reports.  Also,  entering  or 
editing  banking  transactions  in  iFinance 
requires  too  much  effort  compared  with 
performing  the  same  tasks  in  programs 
such  as  Quicken.  But  the  real  deal  breaker, 
at  least  for  users  in  the  United  States,  is  that 
iFinance  doesn’t  give  you  a  way  to  recon¬ 
cile  your  banking  accounts  (macworld 
•com/5376). 

w  ;  $29;  Synium  Software,  www.ifinance.de 


Opera  10  a 

In  the  Web  browser  wars,  Opera  is 
Switzerland:  dependably  neutral  and 
obsessed  with  design.  The  venerable 
browser’s  latest  version  introduces  several 
innovative  interface  ideas,  including  Speed 
Dial.  This  friendlier,  more  customizable 
version  of  Safari’s  glossy  Top  Sites  view  lets 
you  easily  set  up  a  palette  of  your  favorite 
Web  sites,  which  appear  automatically 
whenever  you  open  a  new  tab.  Thought¬ 
fully  designed  and  superbly  engineered, 
the  Opera  Web  browser  is  an  excellent 
choice  for  anyone  wanting  more  speed 
than  Mozilla  Firefox  and  more  flexibility 
than  Apple’s  Safari.  However,  you  will  have 
to  accept  its  persona-non-grata  status  with 
Netflix  movie  streaming  and  some  other 
cutting-edge  Web  technologies,  which 
don’t  support  the  browser  (macworld 
•com/5377). 

MM  ;  free;  Opera,  www.opera.com 
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HARD  DRIVES 
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PRODUCT 


Professional  Quad-Interface 

(pictured);  www.verbatim.com 

Thunder  Pro  A/V  Quad 

www.ezq.com 

CalDigitVRMini 

www.caldigit.com 


HARD  DRIVES 
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Mercury  On-the-Go  (pictured) 
www.macsales.com 

eGo  Mac  Edition 

www.iomega.com 

G-R  AID  mini2  SSD 

www.g-technology.com 


324  LCD  (pictured) 
www.lacie.com 

LP3065 

www.hp.com 

Multisync  LCD3090WQXi 

www.necdisplay.com 
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LED,  color 

3899 

MMl 

$406 

PostScript- 

compatible 

3385 

1  Multifunction 
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PRODUCT 

1  RATING 

1  PRICE* 

TYPE  ■ 

FIND  CODE" 

Pixma  MX850  (pictured) 

www.canon.com 

Photosmart  C7280 

www.hp.com 

Color  LaserJet  CMi3i2nfi 

www.hp.com 


3593 


3581 


5183 


A  All  prices  are  the  best  current  prices  taken  from  a  PriceGrabber  survey  of  retailers  at  press  time. 6  fn  a  browser’s  address  field, 
typing  a  find  code  after  macworld.com/ takes  you  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview.  •  '  *  f  ; 
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Business  Center 


NEWS  AND  ANALYSIS  ABOUT 
MACS  IN  THE  WORKPLACE 


Microsoft  Gets 
Reprieve  in  Word  Case 

An  appeals  court  has  granted  Microsoft’s 
request  to  put  off  an  injunction  that 
could  have  forced  it  to  stop  selling  its 
Microsoft  Word  software  next  month. 

Microsoft  had  appealed  a  court 
decision  from  mid-August  that  gave  it 
60  days  to  stop  selling  Word  products 
that  allow  users  to  create  custom  XML 
documents.  The  ruling,  which  also 
includes  additional  damages  Microsoft 
must  pay,  stemmed  from  a  patent 
infringement  suit  filed  in  2007  by  L4L 
The  court  has  ordered  Microsoft  to 
pay  more  than  $290  million  in  damages 
in  total. 

The  most  common  versions  of  Word 
on  the  market  now— Word  2003  and 
Word  2007 — both  allow  users  to  create 
custom  XML  documents.  (Word  2008 
for  Mac’s  .docx  format  is  also  covered  in 
the  ruling.)  Custom  XML  lets  people 
create  forms  or  templates  so  that  words 
in  certain  fields  are  tagged  and  can  be 
managed  in  a  database.  The  technology 
is  used  by  large  companies  and 
government  agencies,  for  example. 

If  the  appeals  court  ultimately  upholds 
the  injunction,  Microsoft  could 
potentially  develop  a  workaround  that 
avoids  using  the  disputed  technology  or 
strip  the  capability  from  the  products. 

l4i’s  patent  covers  a  technology  that 
lets  end-users  manipulate  document 
architecture  and  content.  The  injunc¬ 
tion  had  been  set  to  begin  on  October 

TO. — NANCY  GOHRING 


Do-It-Yourself  6yTB 
Storage  System 


Online  backup  vendor  Backblaze 
(www.backblaze.com)  has  offered  an 
unprecedented  peek  behind  the 
curtain  at  its  data  storage  facility  by 
sharing  the  design  specification  for  a  custom,  massive  storage  system.  With  the  information 
in  hand  (find  it  at  macworld.com/5378),  Backblaze  says  it’s  possible  to  build  a  67TB  rack¬ 
mounted  storage  server  for  less  than  $7000.  The  Backblaze  Storage  Pod  system  comprises  a 
custom  container  that  occupies  a  standard  equipment  rack.  Inside  are  45  hard  drives,  four 
Serial  ATA  (SATA)  controller  cards,  an  Intel  motherboard  and  processor,  4GB  of  RAM,  and 
two  power  supplies. 

Each  box  runs  Debian  4  Linux  operating  in  64-bit  mode  and  the  JFS  File  System,  a  freeware 
journaling  file  system.  The  67TB  Backblaze  Storage  Pods  are  individually  accessed  using  the 
HTTPS  protocol  through  Apache  Tomcat  5.5,  an  open-source  implementation  of  Java  Servlet 
and  JavaServer  Pages.  The  company  has  created  customized  server  software  that  drives  all 
this  technology,  but  according  to  Budman,  the  specification  Backblaze  has  released  enables 
anyone  to  create  a  67TB  storage  system.— peter  cohen 


Salesforce.com  Sets  Sights  on  the 
Smallest  Businesses 

Salesforce.com’s  new  Contact  Manager  Edition  is  aimed  at  companies  with  just  one  or  two 
employees.  The  Web  service  costs  $9  per  user  per  month,  and  Salesforce.com  expects  a 
ready  audience  for  it,  says  Bruce  Francis,  vice  president  of  corporate  strategy.  Many  people, 
having  lost  their  jobs  during  the  recession,  are  “starting  their  professional  lives  over”  by 
forming  new  businesses.  “They  need  the  right  product  at  the  right  price,”  Francis  says. 

This  emerging  body  of  entrepreneurs  will  see  the  value  in  having  their  contact  information 
stored  in  a  single  place  and  accessible  through  an  Internet  connection,  he  adds.  Contact 
Manager  includes  some  extras,  such  as  integration  with  Google  Apps,  but  omits  the  customer- 
relations-management  capabilities  found  in  other  Salesforce.com  editions,  such  as  the  ability 
to  manage  sales  leads  and  set  up  sales  processes.  Users  can  stock  each  of  their  contact  pages 
with  a  variety  of  information, 
such  as  upcoming  meetings, 
shared  documents,  and 
connections  to  the  contact’s 
Twitter  feed  and  Linkedln 
profile.  For  customer  support, 

Salesforce.com  has  created 
do-it-yourself  training  tools 
and  FAQs.  There’s  also 
an  accompanying  support 
community,  24/7  chat  access, 
and  12-hour,  five-day-a-week 
phone  support. 

—CHRIS  KANARACUS 
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Universal 


Mac  Security  Expertise 
Has  a  Name 


Mac  OS  XI  0.6 

Snow  Leopard 
Compatible 


Intego  is  the  Mac  Security 
Specialist 

Intego  has  a  full  line  of  Mac  security  software 
designed  to  protect  Macs  from  the  dangers 
of  the  Internet.  From  virus  protection  to 
firewalls,  from  backups  to  data  protection, 
Intego  is  the  only  company  specializing  in 
keeping  Macs  secure.  With  products  designed 
for  the  enterprise,  only  Intego  can  offer  the 
kind  of  security  that  today's  businesses  need. 


www.intego.com 


f  Intego's  Mac  Security  Solutions 

NetBarrier  X5 

Firewall,  antivandal  and  privacy  protection 

VirusBarrier  XS 

Desktop  antivirus  protection 

VirusBarrier  Server 

Antivirus  protection  for  Mac  OS  X  Server 

VirusBarrier  Mail  Gateway 

SMTP  antivirus  protection  for  Mac  OS  X  Server 

Remote  Management  Console 

Remote  management  of  Intego  software 

Personal  Backup  X5 

Local  and  network  backup  solution 

FileGuard  X5 

Protection  for  sensitive  files 

Personal  Antispam  X5 

Antispam  and  anti-phishing  protection 

ContentBarrier  X5 

Lets  children  use  the  Internet  safely 

RIP  YOUR  DVDs  LIKE  AN 
EXPERT  WITH  HANDBRAKE 

How  to  go  beyond  the  basics  for  optima!  results 

By  Christopher  Breen 


Mac  users  interested  in  ripping 
commercial  DVDs  to  a  format 
playable  on  an  Apple  TV,  iPod, 
or  iPhone  might  want  to  try  the  free 
HandBrake  0.9.3  (handbrake.fr),  one  of 
the  easiest  ways  to  accomplish  this  task. 
With  a  copy  of  the  free  VLC  media  player 
(www.videolan.org)  installed  on  your  Mac, 
HandBrake  can  rip  most  of  today’s  DVDs, 
and  the  results  it  produces  are  quite  good. 

But  suppose  you  want  to  go  beyond 
the  defaults — to,  say,  customize 
HandBrake  to  produce  videos  that  take 
up  less  room  on  your  iPod,  to  dispense 
with  a  movie’s  closing  credits,  or  to 
include  subtitles?  It’s  all  possible  with 
HandBrake,  but  it  takes  some  tweaking. 


Si?* 


Width 

720  0 

Height. 

352 

■ 

Anam  orphic:  (  ^**w  '  I? 


Crop 


0  Automatic 

0  Custom 

T, - ’0 

0  [V  0 

* 

\zj  ; 

82  y 

Filter* 

Detelecine  Q 

Deinterlace:  <  Non* 

:) 

Denoiie  ■  Non* 

Decomb  f  0*<nih 

. M 

C  iVrvioui 


)  (  Newt  '  j 


Source  720x480,  Output  720x352,  Anamorphlc.  834x352 


f  Clew 


Picture  Settings  Sheet  Within  the  Picture  Settings  sheet  (which  you  can  access  by  clicking  the 
Picture  Settings  button), you  can  preview  frames  from  the  video  and  change  its  look. 


Picking  Files 

Here  are  some  options  for  choosing  files. 

Title  HandBrake  automatically 
chooses  the  portion  of  a  DVD  it  believes 
to  be  the  main  feature.  But  click  the  Title 
pop-up  menu,  and  you’ll  see  other 
entries — some  of  which  might  be  extra 
content.  From  this  menu,  choose  an 
entry  and  click  the  Picture  Settings 
button  near  the  bottom  of  the  window. 

In  the  resulting  sheet,  you’ll  see  a 
preview  of  the  selected  content. 

If  you’re  ripping  a  DVD  full  of  TV 
episodes,  you’ll  want  to  rip  more  than 
just  the  single  episode  recommended  by 
HandBrake.  Before  you  begin,  choose 
HandBrake  ►  Preferences  and  enable  the 
Use  Auto  Naming  option  in  the  General 
tab.  This  ensures  that  each  episode  will 
have  a  unique  name. 

Now  click  the  Title  pop-up  menu  and 
select  an  episode.  Configure  your  settings, 
and  click  the  Add  To  Queue  button. 


Repeat  these  steps  for  all  episodes  on  the 
disc.  (Without  that  Auto  Naming  option 
on,  you  could  overwrite  one  episode  with 
another  because  they  bear  the  same 
name.)  Click  on  Start,  and  HandBrake 
will  encode  each  episode  in  the  queue. 

Chapters  Usually,  the  last  chapter  on 
a  movie  DVD  consists  of  the  movie’s 
credits.  If  you’d  like  to  do  without  these 
credits,  choose  the  penultimate  chapter 
from  the  second  Chapters  pop-up  menu; 
for  example,  if  a  movie  has  32  chapters, 
choose  31  from  the  second  pop-up  menu. 
When  you  rip  the  disc,  the  last  chapter 
won’t  be  included  in  the  final  product. 

The  Video  Tab 

Select  the  Video  tab  in  HandBrake’s 
main  window,  and  you  find  settings  for 
encoding  a  movie. 

Video  Codec  HandBrake  supports 
three  encoders  for  its  MP4  files — 
MPEG-4  (FFmpeg),  MPEG-4  (XviD),  and 


H.264  (X264).  FFmpeg  is  faster  than 
XviD,  but  you  pay  for  that  speed  with  a 
slight  compromise  in  quality.  H.264 — 
the  default  setting  used  for  many  of 
HandBrake’s  presets — produces  good- 
looking  results  at  low  bit  rates.  But  it 
encodes  slower  than  the  other  two 
encoders,  and  it  requires  more  process¬ 
ing  power  from  the  device  that  plays  the 
video.  If  you’re  creating  video  for  an  old 
computer  and  find  H.264  playback 
choppy,  try  FFmpeg  or  XviD. 

2-Pass  Encoding  When  you’ve  chosen 
either  the  Target  Size  or  the  Average  Bit 
Rate  setting  in  the  Quality  area  of 
HandBrake’s  main  window,  a  2-Pass 
Encoding  option  appears  within  the 
Video  tab.  Enable  this  setting,  and 
HandBrake  runs  through  your  movie 
twice;  you  get  better-looking  video,  but 
encoding  takes  longer.  To  speed  it  up, 
enable  the  Turbo  First  Pass  option  to 
knock  50  to  75  percent  of  the  encoding 
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time  off  the  first  pass  (although  it 
sacrifices  some  quality). 

Quality  The  settings  in  the  Quality 
area  are  what  you  use  to  affect  the  size  of 
your  resulting  movie  and,  of  course,  its 
quality.  Enable  Target  Size,  and  you  can 
tell  HandBrake  how  big  you’d  like  the 
resulting  movie  to  be.  (The  larger  the  file 
size,  the  better  the  quality.)  The  Average 
Bit  Rate  (kbps)  option  works  the  other 
way  around.  You  tell  HandBrake  what 
you’d  like  the  average  bit  rate  to  be,  and 
it  creates  a  movie  whose  bit  rate  hovers 
around  that  size.  Again,  the  higher  the 
bit  rate,  the  better  the  quality,  and  the 
larger  the  resulting  movie. 

The  Constant  Quality  slider  is  your 
way  of  telling  HandBrake,  “I  want  the 
resulting  movie  to  be  X  good.”  Hand- 
Brake  then  does  everything  it  can  to 
grant  your  wish,  but  “everything  it  can” 
may  result  in  a  movie  that  consumes  a 
lot  of  storage  if  you’ve  chosen  a  high- 
quality  setting  or  one  that  isn’t  compat¬ 
ible  with  a  device  such  as  an  iPod 
because  its  bit  rate  is  too  high. 

Picture  Settings 

Within  the  Picture  Settings  sheet  (to 
access  it,  click  the  Picture  Settings 
button),  you  can  preview  frames  from 
the  video  and  change  its  look. 

Size  Smaller  dimensions  make  for  a 
smaller  file  size.  For  a  widescreen  movie, 


Crop  By  default,  HandBrake 
attempts  to  remove  black  bars  by 
cropping  them  out.  You  can 
customize  cropping  by 
enabling  the  Custom  option 
in  the  Crop  area  and  then 
entering  the  values  you’d 
like  in  the  four  fields 
below.  If  your  DVD  was 
burned  from  a  videotape 
and  that  video  shows  scan 
lines  at  the  top  or  bottom  of 
the  video,  you  can  use  the 
Crop  feature  to  remove  them. 

Filters  The  Detelecine  option 
removes  the  extra  frames  added 
when  converting  24-fps  film  to  30-fps 
NTSC  video.  Generally,  only  animation 
and  TV  shows  require  this  setting. 

The  Deinterlace  option  is  useful 
mainly  for  TV  show  DVDs.  Interlaced 
video  (painted  as  a  series  of  odd  and 
even  lines)  looks  bad  on  progressive- 
scan  computer  screens  and  HDTVs. 
Take  a  gander  at  your  video’s  preview 
image.  If  you  see  jagged  lines  where 
hard  edges  should  be  (called  “combing” 
or  “teeth”),  the  video  is  interlaced. 
Choose  Fast  from  the  Deinterlace 
pop-up  menu.  If  the  jagged  lines  go 
away,  you  may  want  to  deinterlace  your 
video.  The  Fast  setting  is  indeed  faster, 
but  you  lose  quality.  To  produce  better 
results,  choose  Slow  or  Slower. 


With  2-pass  encoding,  HandBrake  runs 
through  your  movie  twice;  you  get  better¬ 
looking  video,  but  encoding  takes  longer. 


the  width  will  be  720.  The  height 
number  will  vary,  depending  on  the 
source.  Enable  the  Keep  Aspect  Ratio 
option,  and  reduce  the  width  or  height 
setting  and  the  other  setting  will  follow, 
maintaining  the  original  aspect  ratio. 

You  also  have  the  option  to  choose  ana- 
morphic  encoding.  Choose  Strict  or  Loose 
from  the  Anamorphic  pop-up  menu,  and 
the  dimensions  of  the  movie  increase.  The 
Strict  option  ensures  that  the  aspect  ratio 
conforms  exactly  to  the  ratio  of  the  original 
movie.  A  Loose  setting  alters  the  dimen¬ 
sions  so  they  are  more  efficiently  encoded. 


The  Decomb  option  searches  your 
video  and  applies  deinterlacing  only  to 
frames  that  have  visible  lines.  This  helps 
maintain  better  overall  video  quality 
because  not  everything  is  deinterlaced. 

If  your  source  video  is  really  grainy, 
give  the  Denoise  option  a  try.  But  note 
that  while  you  may  lose  some  of  the 
grain,  you  also  lose  overall  quality.  There 
are  three  settings — Weak,  Medium,  and 
Strong.  Start  with  the  Weak  option;  you’ll 
need  to  try  the  settings  out  on  a  sample 
chapter,  because  the  effects  aren’t 
reflected  in  the  preview  image. 


And  finally,  there’s  a  Deblock  slider 
that  can  get  rid  of  blocky  artifacts.  You 
won’t  need  this  setting  if  your  source  is 
clean,  but  if  it’s  not,  this  is  worth  a  try. 

Audio  &  Subtitles 

The  Audio  &  Subtitles  tab  is  the  place  for 
choosing  which  audio  tracks  you’d  like  to 
encode  and  placing  subtitles  on  your 
encoded  movies. 

Many  commercial  DVDs  contain 
multiple  language  tracks.  You  can  reduce 
file  size  by  stripping  out  the  tracks  you 
don’t  want.  Within  the  Audio  Codec 
pop-up  menu,  you  can  choose  the  codec 
HandBrake  uses  for  the  movie’s  audio — 
the  default  is  AAC,  but  you  can  maintain 
the  source  movie’s  existing  audio  encod¬ 
ing  by  choosing  AC3  Passthrough  from 
this  menu.  Strip  out  unwanted  audio 
options  to  shrink  the  file  size.  In 
HandBrake,  you  can  also  add  subtitles  to 
your  encoded  movies  if  they’re  available 
on  the  source  DVD.  However,  you  can’t 
turn  them  off  while  viewing  the 
movie — they’re  burned  into  the  movie. 

Chapters 

Finally,  HandBrake  also  takes  note  of  a 
source’s  chapters  and,  by  default,  adds 
chapter  markers  to  videos  it  encodes.  The 
default  is  to  list  them  by  number:  Chapter 
1,  Chapter  2,  and  so  on.  You're  welcome  to 
double-click  a  chapter  and  type  in  a  name 
of  your  own — ‘Phase  One:  In  Which 
Doris  Gets  Her  Oats,’  for  example. 
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USE  AIRFOIL  TO  STREAM 
AUDIO  FROM  ANY  APP 

By  Kirk  McElhearn 


For  streaming  audio  from  Pandora 
or  a  non-iTunes  player  to  speakers 
in  another  room,  one  application 
with  neat  streaming  tricks  up  its  sleeve 
is  Rogue  Amoeba’s  $25  Airfoil  3  (f  f  f  f  1; 
macworld.com/3688).  Like  iTunes,  it  can 
stream  audio  to  an  AirPort  Express  or 
Apple  TV.  But  it  can  also  stream  to  other 
computers  on  your  network — whether 
they  run  OS  X,  Windows,  or  Linux — and 
Airfoil  can  stream  more  than  just 
iTunes:  in  fact,  it  can  stream  audio  from 
any  application,  whether  an  audio 
application  such  as  RealPlayer  or 
QuickTime  Player,  your  Web  browser,  or 
other  software  that’s  playing  audio. 

Launch  Airfoil  and  you’ll  see  a  small 
window.  In  the  example  here,  you  can  see 
my  Mac  (Computer),  my  AirPort  Express, 
my  Apple  TV,  and  another  Mac  (Pequod); 
all  these  devices  are  available  on  my  local 
network.  To  stream  to  another  computer, 
you  need  to  download  and  run  the  free 
Airfoil  Speakers  app  (www.rogueamoeba 
.com)  on  the  client  computer;  the  other 
devices  get  spotted  automatically.  The 
first  time  you  want  to  stream  music, 
either  you  need  to  quit  and  relaunch  the 
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Easily  Stream  Music  Airfoil’s  window  lets  you 
choose  your  source  application  and  the  device 
to  which  it  streams  music. 


source  program  so  its  audio  can  be 
“hijacked,"  or  Airfoil  can  install  software 
that  will  let  it  hijack  any  app  without  your 
having  to  quit  and  restart  it. 

Click  on  the  Transmit  button  to  the 
left  of  any  device  in  the  list,  and  your 
music  streams.  You  can  stream  music  to 
as  many  devices  on  your  network  as  you 
want:  Just  click  the  Transmit  button  for 
each  of  them.  Have  you  ever  wanted  to 
have  a  party  and  pipe  music  into  several 
rooms  at  the  same  time?  This  is  the 
perfect  way  to  do  so — send  music  to  an 
AirPort  Express  connected  to  speakers  in 
one  room;  to  an  Apple  TV  in  the  living 
room;  and  to  a  Mac  or  PC  connected  to 
speakers  in  another  room. 

There’s  another  neat  trick  you  can 
perform  with  Airfoil.  If  you  install  the 
company’s  free  Airfoil  Speakers  Touch 
app  (macworld.com/5351)  on  your  iPhone 
or  iPod  touch,  those  devices  become 
available  on  your  local  network  (you 
can’t  yet  stream  to  them  over  the 
Internet).  This  is  great  if  you  want  to 
listen  to  music  from  your  iTunes  library 
that’s  not  on  your  iPod  touch,  but  only 
if  you’re  within  range.  Unfortunately, 
since  you  can’t  run  apps  in  the  back¬ 
ground  on  the  iPhone  or  iPod  touch, 
you  can’t  listen  to  music  through  Airfoil 
Speakers  Touch  and  control  your  iTunes 
library  with  Apple’s  Remote  app  at  the 
same  time. 

The  real  advantage  of  Airfoil  is  its 
ability  to  stream  from  any  application  to 
multiple  devices,  including  other 
computers.  Many  users  will  be  happy 
with  the  AirPort  Express-Apple  TV 
combination;  but  if  you  don’t  have  that 
hardware,  you  can  set  up  an  old  com¬ 
puter  to  receive  audio  with  Airfoil  and 
run  it  through  speakers.  Streaming  to  an 
iPhone  or  iPod  touch  is  a  plus — a  way  to 
expand  the  capacity  of  your  mobile  device 
so  that  when  you’re  around  the  house, 
you  can  listen  to  music  that's  not 
currently  synced  to  the  device. 


Griffin  Announces 

Kid-Friendly 

Headphones 

By  Dan  Frakes 

Accessory  vendor  Griffin  Technol¬ 
ogy  has  introduced  MyPhones 
(www.myphoneskids.com),  a  set  of 
over-the-ear  headphones  for  kids. 
Designed  for  children  ages  three  to 
12,  MyPhones  are  smaller  than 
standard  headphones  and  include  a 
built-in  volume  limiter  that  prevents 
the  headphones  from  producing 
audio  at  levels  higher  than  85 
decibels— the  recommended 
maximum  volume  to  avoid  hearing 
damage  (for  more  information,  read 
our  tips  for  iPod  and  hearing  safety  at 
macworld.com/5352). 

The  MyPhones  headphones  also 
include  heavy-duty  cables  for 
durability,  as  well  as  a  customizable 
design  that  allows  kids  to  choose 
the  cover  for  each  earpiece.  Three 
inserts  are  included,  and  kids  can 
create  their  own  or  download  designs 
created  by  others.  The  MyPhones 
packaging  can  also  be  used  as  a  rigid 
carrying  case. 

The  $40  MyPhones  should  be 
available  by  the  time  you  read  this. 
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New  For  Holiday  2009  ... 

CarMD  Is  Now  Available  For  Mac! 


CarMD®  is  now  available  with  dual-platform  Version  3  software  for  Mac  and  PC. 
A  practical  gift,  the  device  plugs  into  any  1996  or  newer  vehicle  to  check  for  hidden 
problems.  Included  USB  cable  and  software  let  you  estimate  repairs,  check  for 
safety  recalls  and  more.  Free  lifetime  updates  and  vehicle  coverage. 

MacWorld  readers  Save  $10  with  Promo  code:  MacWorld 

(offer  good  through  12/18/09) 


Exclusively  available  at:  www.CarMD.com 
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Signal  Problems? 

Stay  Connected  with  zBOOST 


Stop  hanging  outside  to  use  your  cell  phone  -  Boost  indoor  signal  with  zBoost®! 
zBoost  improves  voice  and  data  transmission  and  3G  technology,  boosting  signal 
for  your  iPhone  -  or  any  U.S.  phone  or  wireless  data  card  (except  Nextel). 


Exclusive:  Save  30%  on  zBoost  YX510 

With  code:  MW1209  Ends  12/18/09 

www.Wi-Ex.com/mwl209  or  call  1-800-871-1612 
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The  Last  “Can  of  Air” 

You’ll  Ever  Have  to  Buy! 

New  DataVac®  Electric  Duster®,  the  high-performance  “green”  alternative  to 
throwaway  "canned-air"  computer  dusting  products.  Features  an  all-steel  body 
built  to  last  and  a  full  range  of  high-quality  computer  cleaning  attachments. 
Made  in  USA. ..Costs  less  than  5  “cans  of  air"! 


1-800-822-1602  •  www.DataVacElectricDuster.com 


Pro  Tools  Vocal  Studio  /  Pro  Tools  Recording  Studio  /  Pro  Tools  KeyStudio™ 
—  $99.99  1  $99.99  — —  $129.99 


The  perfect  gift  to  let  the 

music  out 


Play,  mix  and  record  with  no  limits 


Rock  the  world  of  the  music  enthusiast  in  your  life  with  the  gift  of 
Pro  Tools®  M-Powered™  Essential  Bundles.  Powerful,  yet  easy  to  use, 
Pro  Tools  KeyStudio™,  Vocal  Studio,  or  Recording  Studio  each  turns 
your  Mac  or  PC  into  a  full-featured  recording  studio,  letting  you  make 
a  little  Jingle  Bell  rock-or  jazz,  blues,  hip  hop  and  more. 


Visit:  www.m-audio.com/macworld-pte 
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MUSIC  INDUSTRY  WANTS 
APPLE,  AMAZON  TO  PAY  UP 


B&W  Slims  Down 
the  Zeppelin 

By  Dan  Frakes 


British  audio  company  Bowers  & 
Wilkins  (B&W)  has  announced 
the  Zeppelin  Mini  (www.bowers 
-wilkins.com),  a  smaller  version  of 
the  company’s  flagship  iPod  audio 
system,  the  Zeppelin  (f  f  f  f  ?; 
macworld.com/3577). 

At  just  12.6  inches  wide,  6.8  inches 
tall,  and  4.0  inches  deep,  the  Zeppelin 
Mini  is  about  a  quarter  of  the  size  of 
its  larger  sibling,  but  it  includes  many 
of  the  same  technologies,  such  as 
proprietary  drivers,  digital  signal 
processing,  a  built-in  digital-to-analog 
converter,  a  flexible  docking  arm,  and 
class-D  amplifiers.  However,  the  Mini 
provides  only  36  watts  of  total  power, 
compared  to  100  watts  for  the 
standard  Zeppelin. 

The  Zeppelin  Mini  also  includes 
features  not  found  on  the  larger 
version:  a  rotating  docking  arm  can 
orient  your  iPhone  or  iPod  touch 
horizontally  so  you  can  watch  video 
or  navigate  through  your  content  in 
the  Cover  Flow  interface;  and  you  can 
sync  your  iPod  or  iPhone  with  your 
computer,  using  the  system’s  USB 
port.  The  Mini  has  an  auxiliary  port  to 
which  you  can  connect  other  devices 
(CD  players  and  so  on).  You  can  also 
connect  an  AirPort  Express  to  stream 
music  from  your  Mac. 

The  $399  Zeppelin  Mini  should  be 
available  in  the  United  States  by  the 
time  you  read  this. 


By  Ian  Paul 

usic  professionals  want  more 
money,  and  they’re  going  after 
online  retailers  like  Apple  and 
Amazon.com  to  get  it.  Performing-rights 
groups  such  as  AS  CAP  and  BMI  believe 
online  retailers  need  to  pay  industry 
professionals  for  music  contained  in  film 
and  television  downloads,  30-second  song 
samples,  and  radio  station  streaming, 
according  to  CNet.  Their  rationale  for  the 
new  fees?  All  of  these  instances  count  as 
public  performances. 

Pay  Me  for  30-Second  Samples 

Apple’s  iTunes  lets  you  listen  to  a 
short  snippet  from  a  song  before  you 
buy  it.  Music  professionals  argue  that 
these  samples  count  as  public  perfor¬ 
mances  and  that  Apple,  therefore,  owes 
the  rights  holder  a  royalty  payment 
every  time  someone  listens  to  one  of 
these  snippets. 

What  the  music  pros  fail  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  is  that  short  samples  are  a  method 
of  enticing  a  customer  to  make  a  pur¬ 
chase.  If  the  music  publishers  want 
Apple  to  fork  over  money  for  those 
snippets,  then  iTunes  prices  will  go  up 
or  the  30-second  samples  will  disappear. 
Both  would  result  in  fewer  song  sales, 
and  even-smaller  royalty  checks. 


Pay  Me  for  Radio  Streaming 

Internet  radio  stations  already  pay 
royalties  for  songs,  so  why  should  Apple 
have  to  pay  out  for  this  feature  as  well? 
Apple  is  merely  acting  as  the  conduit  for 
the  radio  stations;  it  is  not  the  source  of 
the  broadcasts. 

Pay  Me  for  Film  and  TV  Downloads 

The  music  industry  is  trying  to  argue 
that  whenever  someone  downloads  a 
television  episode  or  a  film,  the  musi¬ 
cians  need  to  be  paid — just  as  when 
video  content  is  broadcast  on  television 
or  screened  in  a  theater — because  it  is 
considered  a  public  performance.  As 
CNet  points  out,  lesser  known  compos¬ 
ers  will  often  waive  royalty  fees  for  the 
actual  making  of  the  music,  in  the  hope 
of  earning  significant  revenue  from 
public  broadcasts  and  screenings.  With 
more  digital  downloads,  those  public 
performance  revenues  disappear. 

Another  Approach 

Music  professionals  may  be  getting 
shafted  in  the  digital  age,  but  are  online 
retailers  the  right  target?  If  music 
creators  want  royalties  for  their  down¬ 
loaded  content,  they  should  take  it  up 
with  studios  and  networks,  not  Apple. 
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iBird  Explorer  is  a  new  kind  of  field  guide.  Forget  scrolling 
through  pages  of  content,  digital  guide  books  let  you  access 
information  in  ways  never  before  possible. 


Know  what  you’re  looking  for,  but  need  a  little  help?  Try 
parameter-based  search  and  filter  thousands  of  pages  down 
to  a  few  hits.  Want  to  go  beyond  words?  Expand  your  experi¬ 
ence  with  tap-to-play  bird  songs,  zoom  and  pinch  illustra¬ 
tions,  and  thousands  of  photographs.  Keen  to  augment  your 
world?  Add  notes  to  every  bird  and  bookmark  favorites. 


iBird  Explorer  truly  is  a  new  kind  of  electronic  book.  But  don’t 
take  our  word  for  it.  Try  it  for  free! 


Download  iBird  15  to  your  iPhone  or  iPod  touch  and  see  for 
yourself. 


iBird 


EXPLORER 


Isn 't  it  time  you  went  outside  ? 


“The  iBird  application  has  cracked  the  code  for  creating  a  truly 
successful  e-book.  So  even  if  you  are  not  keen  on  identifying 
birds,  the  program  is  worth  a  careful  look.” 

Ned  May,  Director  and  Analyst,  Outsell,  Inc. 

www.iBird.com  ★  ★  ★  ★  i  MacWorld  Review 
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TECHNIQUES  AND  GEAR  FOR  SHOOTING, 
EDITING,  AND  MANAGING  GREAT  PHOTOS 


FIRST  LOOK:  PHOTOSHOP  ELEMENTS  8 

A  new  look  and  content-aware  scaling  lead  the  charge  in  this  update 

By  Rick  LePage 


In  the  two  years  since  Photoshop  Ele¬ 
ments  6  (MM*  ;  macworld.com/3505) 
appeared  to  wide  acclaim,  Mac  users 
have  watched  as  their  Windows  compatri¬ 
ots  progressed  to  version  7.  At  the  same 
time,  competition  has  heated  up  from  an 
ever-growing  crop  of  inexpensive  image 
editors  for  the  Mac,  such  as  Acorn  (MM; 
macworld.com/3164)  and  Pixelmator 
(MM  ;  macworld.com/3165). 

Adobe  is  once  again  staking  its  claim  in 
the  consumer  Mac  image-editing  market 
with  Photoshop  Elements  8  (www.adobe 
.com)— released  nearly  simultaneously  on 
the  Mac  and  Windows.  The  new  version 
(which  costs  $100,  and  comes  with  a  $20 
mail-in  rebate)  offers  new  tools,  sports  an 
updated  interface,  and  includes  technol¬ 
ogy  from  its  much  larger  sibling, 
Photoshop  CS4. 

The  Basics 

Photoshop  Elements  is  virtually 
identical  for  both  the  Mac  and  Win¬ 


dows.  This  is  great  news  for  people 
looking  for  help  and  tutorials. 

The  key  difference  between  the 
platforms  lies  in  the  bundled  image- 
management  software.  The  Mac  version 
comes  with  Adobe  Bridge  CS4,  the  same 
full-scale  document  manager  that  ships 
with  the  Adobe  Creative  Suite.  Windows 
users  get  the  Organizer,  which  uses  an 
approach  similar  to  iPhoto  for  managing 
(and  lightly  editing)  photos. 

The  Organizer  is  definitely  a  friendlier 
application — Bridge  CS4  was  designed  to 
manage  all  types  of  documents,  not  just 
photos,  so  its  interface  is  more  complex. 
Still,  from  within  Bridge  you  can  accom¬ 
plish  most  of  what  the  Organizer  offers. 
There’s  even  a  slide  full-screen  Review 
mode  for  quickly  viewing  and  rating  your 
images.  The  only  missing  item  is  version 
control;  unlike  the  Organizer-Elements 
combo  on  the  Windows  side,  the  Mac  tools 
can’t  save  subsequent  edited  versions  of  a 
photo  as  part  of  the  image’s  Version  Set. 


Updated  Look 

People  coming  from  an  older  version  of 
Elements  might  be  a  bit  thrown  by  the 
program’s  new  look.  Borrowing  liberally 
from  Photoshop  CS4,  the  entire  Elements 
workspace  now  sits  inside  a  floating,  resiz¬ 
able  window,  called  the  Application  Frame. 
Once  accustomed  to  it,  I  found  it  prefer¬ 
able  to  Elements  6’s  fixed-window  setup. 

Adobe  has  also  rearranged  a  little — for 
example,  moving  some  options  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom  of  their  respective 
palettes  (now  called  panels).  One  benefit  to 
this  change  is  that  most  adjustment-layer 
controls  are  now  presented  in  an  Adjust¬ 
ment  panel  below  the  Layers  panel;  so  you 
no  longer  have  to  open  a  dialog  box  to 
make  changes.  This  is  one  of  those  little 
productivity  enhancements  that  may  not 
seem  like  much  at  first  but  will  make  it 
hard  to  go  back  to  the  old  approach. 

You  now  have  the  option  of  opening 
multiple  files  in  a  single  window,  using 
tabs  (similar  to  the  ones  in  Safari).  This 


Mind  the  Gap  In  the  original  photo  (left),  the  subjects  were  a  little  too  far  apart.  Using  the  Recompose  tool,  you  can  easily  correct  the  problem  (right).  Use 
the  Protect  brush  to  paint  over  each  person  and  the  Remove  brush  to  eliminate  areas,  and  then  resize  the  image  to  create  a  more  pleasing  composition. 
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Smart  Brush  The  new  Smart  Brush  tool  lets  you  quickly  select  portions  of  your  image  (here,  the 
sky)  and  apply  a  range  of  different  effects  to  the  selection,  as  an  editable  adjustment  layer. 


makes  tasks  like  dragging  layers  between 
documents  much  easier.  Press  S-tilde 
(~)  to  cycle  through  your  open  tabs. 

To  me,  these  cosmetic  changes  make 
the  program  much  more  usable.  But  if 
you  prefer  the  old  scheme,  you  can 
override  many  of  the  new  options. 

Cool  New  Tools 

The  best  improvements  to  Elements  are 
the  new  editing  tools. 

Recompose  The  Recompose  tool  is  an 
easier-to-use  version  of  Photoshop  CS4's 
Content-Aware  Scale  feature.  Think  of  it 
as  smart  cropping:  the  tool  alters  the 
orientation  and  size  of  a  photo  while 
preserving  the  important  parts. 

When  you  select  the  Recompose  tool 
from  the  toolbox,  you  get  a  bounding  box 
with  handles.  You  then  use  the  Protect 
brush  to  select  objects  you  want  preserved 
and  the  Remove  brush  to  eliminate  areas. 

Now  when  you  resize  the  photo, 
Elements  attempts  to  recompose  the 
image  without  distorting  the  objects  you 
selected.  Adobe  has  done  a  great  job  of 
simplifying  this  for  Elements  users.  The 
tool  works  particularly  well  with  photos 
in  which  your  subjects  are  separated  by 
dead  space,  such  as  trees. 

Smart  Brush  Another  new  tool  in 
Elements  is  the  Smart  Brush,  which  lets 


you  quickly  select  an  area  in  a  photo  and 
apply  any  one  of  more  than  50  effects  to 
just  that  area,  including  increasing  the 
blue  in  skies,  adjusting  contrast, 
whitening  teeth,  and  more. 

The  Smart  Brush  works  much  like  the 
existing  Quick  Selection  tool;  it  selects 
areas  of  an  image  based  on  the  contrast 
between  edges.  But  Smart  Brush  takes 
that  tool  one  step  further  by  adding  an 
adjustment  layer  and  a  mask  to  your 
document.  You  then  choose  the  look  you 
want  from  a  pop-up  window  (effects 
categories  include  General  Purpose, 


Photographic,  Landscape,  Portrait,  and 
Special  Effects);  the  effect  is  automatically 
applied  to  the  selection.  Sure,  I  could 
manually  create  many  of  these  effects,  but 
doing  it  with  one  tool  is  a  lot  easier.  And  I 
can  still  manually  tweak  the  effect  or  the 
selection  if  I  desire. 

More  Automated  Actions 

Adobe  has  added  more  than  ten  entries 
to  Elements’  Guided  Edit  mode.  Two 
of  the  most  notable  changes  are  the 


Exposure  and  Scene  Cleaner  Photo¬ 
merge  options. 

Merge  Exposures  The  new  Photo¬ 
merge  Exposure  tool  is  designed  for  the 
times  when  you  have  multiple  photos  of 
a  high-contrast  scene  taken  at  different 
exposures — one  exposed  for  the  high¬ 
lights,  for  example,  and  another  for  the 
shadows.  Photomerge  Exposure  takes 
those  different  shots  and  automatically 
blends  the  well-exposed  parts  of  each 
image  into  a  single,  properly  exposed 
photo.  The  feature  also  offers  controls  for 
aligning  the  different  versions  of  a  scene 
(in  case  you  didn’t  use  a  tripod)  and 
simple  brushes  for  fine-tuning  your  final 
image.  However,  it’s  not  a  panacea  for 
poorly  exposed  shots. 

Clean  the  Scene  Similar  to  the 
Exposure  function,  Scene  Cleaner  uses 
multiple  photos  of  the  same  scene  to 
remove  unwanted  objects  in  a  photo — 
for  example,  an  unknown  person  who 
walked  in  front  of  your  camera  as  you 
were  taking  a  picture — and  replace  them 
with  the  background  from  another 
image  of  the  same  scene. 

First  Impressions 

Photoshop  Elements  8  has  a  slew  of 
other  small  changes,  as  well  (the  new 
Smart  Blur  filter  is  great  for  smoothing 
skin,  for  example,  and  a  new  Action 
Player  lets  you  run  Photoshop  scripts 
for  more  effects).  When  you  add  these 
to  the  more  significant  changes — 


including  the  Recompose  and  Smart 
Brush  tools,  and  the  new  Guided  Edit 
features — you  end  up  with  a  worthwhile 
update  to  a  product  that  was  already 
fairly  strong.  And  although  the  new 
look  might  put  a  few  people  off,  I’ve 
found  Elements  8  ultimately  to  be  an 
improvement  on  version  6. 


Rick  LePage  is  the  editor  in  chief  of  Photoshop 
Elements  Techniques  (photoshopelemenrs 
user.com)  and  runs  the  site  Printerville.com. 


The  Smart  Brush  is  a  good  example  of 
Adobe’s  efforts  to  make  Elements  easier  to 
use  and  more  intuitive  than  Photoshop. 
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CREATE  A  DIGITAL  SCRAPBOOK 

By  Heather  Kelly 


With  the  year  soon  coming  to  a 
close,  you  may  be  wondering 
what  to  do  with  all  of  those 
digital  photos  sitting  on  your  hard  drive. 
Books  and  calendars  are  always  popular 
projects,  but  for  a  fun  take  on  the  more 
traditional  photo  books,  try  your  hand  at 
a  digital  scrapbook. 

Scrapblog  (www.scrapblog.com)  has  all 
the  tools  you  need  to  create  an  appealing 
digital  scrapbook  from  your  photos.  With 
digital  scrapbooks,  you  get  to  skip  the 
messy  glue  and  painful  paper  cuts. 

Instead,  you  use  their  intuitive  online  tools 
to  upload  photos  and  videos  from  your 
computer,  or  import  them  directly  from 
online  services  such  as  Photobucket, 

Flickr,  Webshots,  Facebook,  and  Picasa. 
Choose  from  premade  and  entirely 
editable  scrapbook  templates,  or  start  fresh 
and  create  your  own  pages  from  scratch. 

Scrapblog  gives  you  a  library  of  design 
elements.  (It’s  free  to  sign  up  and  make 
a  Scrapblog,  but  many  of  the  design 
elements  do  cost  money  to  use.)  There 
are  background  textures,  clip  art,  text 


boxes  and  balloons,  shapes,  and  image 
frames.  Pick  your  favorites,  lay  them  out, 
add  words,  and  then  place  your  photos 
and  videos.  Scrapblog  has  built-in 
image-editing  tools,  so  you  can  make  a 
number  of  tweaks  to  your  pictures  on  the 
fly,  including  cropping  and  color  effects. 


When  you  have  completed  your 
scrapbook  pages,  you  can  export  them 
as  .jpg  files  to  e-mail  or  share  online,  or 
you  can  pay  to  have  them  printed  up  as 
hardcover  or  softcover  books,  cards, 
and  calendars.  Try  doing  that  with  your 
old  handmade  scrapbooks. 


SNAPSHOT  The  Big  Picture 


For  this  panoramic  image  of  the  Plaza  de  Binondo  in  the 
Philippines,  photographer  RC  Rivera  (www.rcrivera.com) 
manually  set  his  Nikon  Dzoo’s  aperture  to  f/11  (for  maximum 
depth  of  field)  and  his  shutter  speed  to  7250.  (Keeping  the 
exposure  and  focal  distance  the  same  for  every  shot  simplifies 
the  stitching  process  later.)  He  then  switched  to  manual  focus 
and  shot  ten  images,  sweeping  quickly  from  left  to  right  and 
overlapping  30  to  40  percent  of  each  shot  with  the  previous 
frame  (so  the  software  would  have  enough  info  to  work  with). 


Share  Your  Shots 

Submit  your  photo  to 
our  Snapshot  series  by 
e-mailing  the  shot  and  a 
description  of  how  you 
took  it  to  digitalphoto@ 
macworld.com.  We’ll 
feature  our  favorites  on 
Macworld.com. 


Since  this  location  was  in  the  middle  of  a  busy  city,  RC  took 
the  images  as  fast  as  possible  to  minimize  inconsistencies  like 
disappearing  cars.  A  tripod  is  ideal  for  keeping  the  camera  at  a 
consistent  level,  but  a  steady  hand  will  do  if  there’s  ample  light. 

Once  he  had  his  photos,  RC  uploaded  them  and  chose  eight 
consecutive  images.  Then  he  used  Photoshop’s  Photomerge 
feature  to  stitch  them  all  together,  cleaning  up  any  inconsisten¬ 
cies  with  the  Healing  Brush.  Finally,  he  cropped  the  jagged- 
edged  image  to  create  an  even  rectangle.— heather  kelly 
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PLANTS  VS.  ZOMBIES  *  BEJEWELED  2  ★  PEGGLE 
CHUZZLEft  PEGGLE  NIGHTS  *ZUMA’S  REVENGE! 
BOOKWORM  ★  MADE  FOR  MAC*  MADE  FOR  FUN 

Sure,  it  looks  like  Innocent  fun.  But  it’s  sprinkled  with  a  whirlwind  of  irresistible,  smile-inducing  awesome. 
And  then,  it’s  polished  to  a  timeless  sheen  that  keeps  you  coming  back  for  more.  Easy  to  learn,  hard  to 
master.  It’s  surprisingly  legal...  so  go  ahead,  put  PopCap  fun  on  your  Mac  and  iPhone*  today! 

*  Bejeweled  2,  Peggie  and  Bookworm  are  available  on  iPhone. 


PopCap.com 


2009  PopCap  Games,  Inc  All  rights  reserved. 
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#1  Al  Air  HARDWARE, SOFTWARE, AND  ACCESSORIES 
r\C  V  I  V  V  ^  FOR  MAKING  AND  MANAGING  PHOTOGRAPHS 


HARDWARE 


Canon  PowerShot  SX200IS  a 

Not  only  does  this  compact  camera  deliver 
top-notch  photos,  but  it  also  gets  you  up 
close  to  the  action  with  a  12X  (28-3361711x1) 
optical  zoom.  The  camera  features  a  3-inch 
LCD,  optical  image  stabilization,  easy-to-use 
controls,  and  support  for  HD  video  capture. 
You  can  even  use  fun  artistic  filters  with  your 
videos  (macworld.com/5385). 

MM  ;  $350;  Canon,  www.usa.canon.com 

Eye-Fi  Pro 
Card  > 

Building  on  the 
features  of  previous 
Eye-Fi  cards,  the  4GB 
Eye-Fi  Pro  SD  card  lets 
you  send  geotagged 
photos  wirelessly  to 
your  Mac  or  to  online 
photo-sharing  sites.  The  Pro  model  also  adds 
support  for  wirelessly  transferring  your 
camera’s  raw  files  and  additional  networking 
options.  But  if  you  don’t  work  with  raw  files, 
you  may  find  the  less  expensive  Explore  Video 
more  attractive  (macworld.com/5386). 

;  $150;  Eye-Fi,  www.eye.fi 


Kodak  EasyShare  W1020  a 

Among  digital  photo  frames,  this  10-inch 
frame  stands  out  thanks  to  very  good 


image  quality  and  the  ability  to  wirelessly 
stream  photos  from  online  photo  sites. 
However,  its  menus  can  be  difficult  to 
navigate,  and  the  frame  doesn’t  support 
HD  videos  (macworld.com/5387). 
w*  ;  $230;  Kodak,  www.kodak.com 

Sony  Alpha  A380  > 

This  14-megapixel  digital  SLR  features  a 
tilting  LCD  screen,  a  live-view  mode,  and 
an  innovative  interface  that  helps  casual 
photographers  understand  what  different 
settings  do.  Despite  noticeable  noise  at 
higher  ISO  settings,  the  camera  produces 
evenly  exposed  photos.  But  its  plastic 


construction  and  lack  of  video  features 
may  disappoint  some  buyers  (macworld 

.com/5388). 

Ml  ;  $850,  with  DT  i8-55mm  f/3-5-f/5.6  lens; 

Sony,  www.sonystyle.com 


Top  Products 


YOUR  GUIDE  TO  THE  BEST  HARDWARE  WEVE  TESTED 


DIGITAL  CAMERAS 

1*  1  SLR 


PRODUCT 

RATING 

PRICE* 

TYPE 

FIND  CODE8 

D90  (pictured) 
www.nikon.com 

MM 

$1090 

12.3-megapixel 

4966 

EOS  Rebel  XSi 

www.canon.com 

MM* 

$635 

12-megapixel 

3898 

E-30 

wwwiolympusamerica.com 

MM* 

$999 

12.3-megapixel 

4453 

||m'  DIGITAL  CAMERAS 

SUT  Point-and-Shoot 

PRODUCT 

RATING 

PRICE* 

TYPE 

FIND  CODE  8 

Exilim  Zoom  EX-Z250  (pictured) 

www.casio.com 

MM 

$250 

9.1-megapixel 

4256 

PowerShot  SD780  IS 

www.canon.com 

MM 

$199 

12.1-megapixel 

5241 

H  PRINTERS 

Inkjet 


PRODUCT 

RATING 

PRICE* 

TYPE 

FIND  CODE  8 

PictureMate  Zoom  PM  290 

(pictured) 

www.epson.com 

MM* 

$249 

compact; 

photo 

3102 

Photosmart  C6380 

www.bp.com 

♦Mi 

$119 

inexpensive, 

multifunction 

5242 

Stylus  Photo  R1900 

www.epson.com 

MM* 

$488 

professional 
photo  quality 

3649 

*  All  prices  are  the  best  current  prices  taken  from  a  PriceGrabber  survey  of  retailers  at  press  time. "  In  a  browser’s  address  field, 
typing  a  find  code  after  macworld.com/ takes  you  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview. 
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To  lighten  your  holiday, 
we're  offering  $5  off.* 


iLap 

from  $49^0  $44.90 


iLevel 

$79^0  $74.90 


i360 

$3930  $34.90 


iWoofer 

$99  $94 


Promotion  starts  from  Nov  1  2009  and  Ends  on  Dec  1 5  2009.  Rain  reserves  the  right  to  end  the  promotion  without  notice. 


www.raindesigninc.com  1800  797  7321 


rain 


STATE  OF  THE  ART: 
BLU-RAY  ON  THE  MAC 

By  James  Galbraith 


Blu-ray  Disc  may  have  beaten  out 
HD-DVD  in  the  pitched  battle  to 
be  the  high-definition  optical-drive 
standard,  but  in  the  nearly  two  years  since 
the  format  wars  ended,  Blu-ray  has  yet  to 
gain  any  real  traction  in  the  desktop 
computer  realm.  In  fact,  Apple  has  done 
its  best  to  downplay  the  relevance  of  any 
kind  of  optical  drive  in  this  new  world  of 
streaming  media — the  MacBook  Air  ships 
without  an  internal  optical  drive,  Apple  has 
almost  totally  ignored  its  DVD  Studio  Pro 
application  in  the  last  two  Final  Cut  Studio 
releases,  and  the  company  provides  no  way 
of  playing  Blu-ray-formatted  movies  on 
Macs  running  OS  X. 

But  while  Apple  hasn’t  exactly 
embraced  Blu-ray,  a  couple  of  the 
company’s  applications — Final  Cut  Pro 
and  Compressor — now  allow  you  to 
create  Blu-ray  projects  and  burn  them 
with  attached  Blu-ray  drives  for  viewing 
on  the  player  in  your  living  room. 

If  you’re  thinking  of  adding  a  second 
optical  drive  for  copying  DVDs,  or  if 
you  just  want  faster  burn  speeds  than 
your  older  optical  drive  can  deliver,  you 
might  be  considering  a  Blu-ray-capable 
burner.  Apple  has  yet  to  offer  Blu-ray 
as  either  a  standard  or  build-to-order 
option,  but  a  few  third-party  companies 
have  been  quietly  testing  the  waters  and 
marketing  external  Blu-ray  burners  to 
Mac  users. 

We  recently  looked  at  a  handful  of 
these  new  Blu-ray  burners:  the  Buffalo 
MediaStation  8X  External  Blu-ray  Writer 
(WM;  macworld.com/5344),  the  FastMac 
External  Slimline  USB  2.0  BD-R  4X 
Optical  Drive  (fffi;  macworld.com/5347), 
the  LaCie  d2  Blu-ray  Professional  Drive 
(♦«*;  macworld.com/5343),  the  MCE  8X 


Blu-ray  External  Recordable  Drive  (fff  5; 
macworld.com/5346),  and  the  OWC 
Mercury  Pro  8X  Blu-ray  External  (ff $1; 
macworld.com/5345).  Here  are  a  few  tips 
on  what  to  look  for  when  you  go  shop¬ 
ping  for  a  Blu-ray  drive. 

Connection  From  eSATA  to  USB  2.0 
to  FireWire  800  and  FireWire  400,  we 
saw  a  wide  variety  of  connections. 
Surprisingly,  however,  eSATA  wasn’t  the 
fastest  option  on  any  of  the  drives  we 
tested.  In  fact,  the  USB  2.0  connection  on 
the  Buffalo  MediaStation  was  faster  than 
FireWire  800  or  400  on  some  competing 
drives.  If  you  haven’t  already  added  an 
eSATA  card  to  your  Mac,  a  Blu-ray  burner 
is  not  a  good  reason  to  do  so. 

Software  If  you  want  to  burn  discs 
that  you  can  watch  on  your  HDTV  via  a 
Blu-ray  player,  you’ll  need  software  to  go 
with  your  burner.  Roxio  offers  the 
High-Def/Blu-ray  Disc  Plug-in  for  Toast 
(macworld.com/5348),  a  $20  plug-in  to  its 
Toast  10  Titanium  application  that  lets 
you  burn  HD  movies  for  playback. 


Windows  users  have  access  to  software 
that  allows  them  to  watch  Blu-ray  movies 
on  their  PCs,  but  such  a  capability  has 
yet  to  make  its  way  to  Mac  OS  X.  Some 
external  Blu-ray  burners  come  bundled 
with  Toast  Titanium. 

Advantages  Even  if  you  don’t 
envision  using  Blu-ray  technology 
immediately,  an  external  optical  drive 
will  likely  be  faster  than  the  internal 
drive  you  already  have.  The  Blu-ray 
drives  we  looked  at  may  also  support 
more  media  types  than  your  built-in 
SuperDrive — the  iMac  we  use  for 
burning  DVDs  in  our  office,  for 
example,  doesn’t  support  DVD-R  (dual 
layer),  only  DVD+R  (dual  layer). 

Having  multiple  optical  drives  makes 
duplicating  optical  media  much  more 
convenient,  as  well.  And  finally,  Blu-ray 
media  comes  in  either  25GB  single¬ 
layer  capacity  or  50GB  dual-layer 
capacity,  which  is  quite  a  bit  more 
storage  space  than  the  8.5GB  a 
standard  dual-layer  DVD  holds. 


96  Macworld  December  2009 


ILLUSTRATION  BY  HUAN  TRAN 


Cost  Blu-ray  burners  cost  signifi¬ 
cantly  more  than  standard  DVD 
burners  do  right  now,  but  costs  are 
coming  down — in  fact,  between  the 
time  the  drive  makers  shipped  us  their 
Blu-ray  burners  and  the  time  we  were 
through  testing  them,  many  of  the 
companies  had  cut  their  prices.  The 
discs  are  also  expensive,  with  spindles 
of  25GB  BD-R  media  averaging  around 
$3  per  disc. 


Considering  Blu-ray’s  pricey  hardware 
and  media,  as  well  as  its  limited  support 
from  the  operating  system,  the  format’s 
slow  adoption  among  Mac  users  is  not 
surprising.  However,  Blu-ray’s  high-capac¬ 
ity  media  and  high-definition  capabilities 
are  attracting  more  users,  and  with  a 
growing  number  of  companies  offering 
Blu-ray  drives  and  applications  to  fill  in 
the  gaps,  the  rate  of  adoption  should 
increase,  though  probably  only  modestly. 


FONT  OF  THE  MONTH  Adios  Script 

When  the  OpenType  font  format  was  announced  some  12  years  ago,  one  of  its  most 
promising  features  was  a  new  level  of  built-in  intelligence.  The  idea  was  that  each 
font  could  automatically  substitute  different  glyphs  (character  shapes),  depending 
on  nearby  characters.  For  example,  the  letter  a  at  the  beginning  of  a  word  could 
look  quite  different  from  the  same  letter  in  the  middle  or  at  the  end.  The  result 
would  look  less  computerized  and  more  like  the  expert  handiwork  of  typographers. 

One  of  the  best  examples  I’ve  seen  is  Alejandro  Paul’s  Adios  Script  Pro  (macworld 
.com/5402).  Notice  in  the  example  above  how  the  same  letter  looks  different  when  it 
appears  in  different  positions  in  a  word.  Thus,  the  s  in  Paul's  differs  from  the  one  in  the 
next  word.  Note  that  the  d  and  s  in  descenders  are  distinctive,  too.  And  the  double  /  in 
technically  is  different  from  the  double  /  in  other  words,  such  as  allow.  (Have  fun 
looking  for  other  examples— being  a  font  geek  isn’t  as  embarrassing  as  it  used  to  be.) 

OpenType  fonts  can  include  many  alternate  versions  of  each  character,  but  using 
OpenType’s  advanced  features  requires  two  things:  Font  designers  have  to  build  the 
fonts,  which  requires  expanding  the  way  they  think  about  their  creations,  and 
applications  must  support  the  advanced  features.  For  the  latter,  you’ll  need  a  recent 
version  of  Adobe  InDesign,  QuarkXPress,  or  even  Apple’s  Pages. 

Options  such  as  Contextual  Alternates  are  common  in  script  fonts,  where  a 
random  appearance  enhances  their  artistry.  These  advanced  OpenType  options  are 
also  available  in  some  headline  or  display  fonts.  The  next  time  you  have  to  create  a 
special  document,  an  advanced  OpenType  font  such  as  Adios  Script  Pro  could  make 
your  project  distinctive.— jay  j.  nelson 


Work  Through 
the  Video-Editing 
Backlog 


By  Jeff  Carlson 


Once  you’re  back  from  vacation,  it’s 
easy  to  stash  your  video  footage  on  the 
shelf  with  vague  intentions  of  editing  it 
pretty  soon.  But  video  can  quickly  pile 
up.  The  trick  is  to  break  the  editing 
process  into  smaller,  more  manageable 
chunks.  Here’s  how. 

1.  Get  It  into  iMovie  The  Import 
window  in  iMovie  ’09  (File  ►  Import 
From  Camera)  lets  you  review  and 
selectively  import  clips  from  your 
camera,  but  I  simply  import  every¬ 
thing  first  and  then  review  it  while  I’m 
editing.  (This  approach  requires 
abundant  hard-disk  space.) 

2.  Throw  Junk  Out  Toss  out  the 
clips  you’ll  never  use.  In  the  Event 
Library,  scan  your  footage  and  delete 
whole  clips  by  Option-clicking  the  clip 
thumbnail  and  then  pressing  Delete. 
The  footage  is  marked  as  rejected, 
rather  than  deleted  permanently. 

3.  Assemble  a  Rough  Cut  Now  for 
the  fun  part.  Add  clips  to  the  Project 
browser  to  start  building  your  movie, 
including  any  photos  for  slideshows. 

4.  Tighten  At  this  point, you’ll  have 
a  good  idea  of  what  the  end  result 
should  be.  Tighten  by  making  surgical 
trims  and  by  using  the  Precision  Editor 
to  refine  the  cuts  between  clips.  Pay 
attention  to  the  movie’s  pace. 

5.  Wrap  It  Up  When  the  edit  is  in 
good  shape,  add  transitions,  titles,  and 
background  music  to  polish  the  video 
and  make  it  worthy  of  showing  off  to 
your  family  and  friends. 
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HARDWARE,  SOFTWARE,  AND  ACCESSORIES 
FOR  YOUR  CREATIVE  ENDEAVORS 


Reviews 


SOFTWARE 


Gridiron  Flow  1.0.1  a 

Gridiron  Flow  is  a  groundbreaking  application, 
a  visual  workflow  manager  with  a  simple 
interface  that  shows  important  information 
about  your  projects  and  keeps  you  organized. 
It’s  as  if  Mac  OS  X’s  Spotlight  began  tracking 
the  relationships  between  your  files  and  the 
amount  of  time  you  spend  working  on  them. 
The  program  delivers  hard-to-gather  data,  and 
is  helpful  for  creative  pros  who  repurpose  files 
for  a  variety  of  projects.  The  current  version 
does  not  support  QuarkXPress  or  Adobe 
Photoshop  Lightroom  (macworld.com/5339). 
MM  ;  $299;  Gridiron  Software,  www 
.gridironsoftware.com 


Home  &  Landscape  Design 
Studio  for  Mac  14.1  a 

Home  &  Landscape  Design  Studio  is  a  3D 
program  aimed  at  homeowners  who  want  to 
design  or  remodel  a  house  or  landscape. 

New  features  such  as  the  QuickStart  home 
layout,  built-in  green  building  tips  and 


materials  suggestions,  and  an  expanded 
object  library  (including  Google  3D  support) 
will  have  users  designing  quickly  right  out  of 
the  box.  Home  &  Landscape  Design  Studio 
tries  to  offer  results  similar  to  those  of  a 
professional  CAD  (computer-aided  design) 
application,  with  the  ease  of  use  and  quick 
learning  curve  of  a  consumer-level  program 
(macworld.com/5340). 

MM  ;  $150;  Punch  Software,  www 
.punchsoftware.com 

Poser 8 > 

Digital  artists  use  Poser  to  set  up  and 
animate  human  characters,  animals,  and 
props.  This  version  ships  with  over  a 
gigabyte  of  new  content,  such  as  full 
human  models,  animals,  and  hair.  Poser  has 
never  been  merely  a  modeling  program: 


You  can’t  create  3D  models  from  scratch, 
but  the  software  enables  you  to  easily 
create  complete  scenes  with  existing  3D 
geometry.  Adding  more  than  a  dozen  new 
features  to  an  already  impressive  toolset, 
Poser  8  is  a  must-have  for  anyone  working 
in  2D  or  3D  animation  and  rendering 
(macworld.com/5341). 

MM  ;  $250;  Smith  Micro  Software,  www 
.smithmicro.com 


Top  Products 


YOUR  GUIDE  TO  THE  BEST  HARDWARE  WEVE  TESTED 


DVD  BURNERS 
Desktop  and  Portable 


PRODUCT 

RATING 

PRICE* 

TYPE 

FIND  CODE 

MediaStation  8X  External 
Blu-ray  Writer  (pictured) 

www.buffalotech.com 

MM 

$350 

Blu-ray 

5344 

d2  DVD+RW  w/LightScribe 

www.lacie.com 

MM 

$119 

desktop 

3900 

Ml  camcorders 

c  High  Definition 


PRODUCT 

RATING 

PRICE* 

TYPE 

FIND  CODE 

Flip  UltraHD  (pictured) 

www.theflip.com 

MM* 

$185 

mini 

camcorder 

5057 

Vixia  HG21 

MM 

$715 

120GB  HD 

5182 

www.canon.com 


A  All  prices  are  the  best  current  prices  taken  from  a  PriceGrabber  survey  of  retailers  at  press  time. R  In  a  browser’s  address  field, 
typing  a  find  code  after  macworld.com/ takes  you  to  a  product’s  review  or  overview. 


SOFTWARE 

Djay  3,  from  Algoriddim 
(www.djay-software.com): 
Integrates  with  your  iTunes 
library  and  transforms  your 
Mac  into  a  DJ  system  ($50). 


Video  Flash  Converter  2.9, 

from  Macvide  (www.macvide 
.com):  The  VideoFlash 
Converter  for  Mac  converts 
several  types  of  video  formats 
to  Flash  format  ($40). 


Bamboo  tablet  line,  from 

Wacom  (www.wacom.com): 
Wacom  has  added  multitouch 
input  to  its  new  Bamboo  line  of 
home  and  office  tablets.  Prices 
range  from  $69  to  $199. 


iWork,  from  Apple  (www 
.apple.com):  Apple  released  a 
free  update  to  its  iWork  suite 
of  personal  productivity  tools. 
It  includes  fixes  for  suitewide 
issues  and  individual  apps. 
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©mophie  juice  pack  air 

for  iPhone  3G  &3GS 


the  perfect  gift  | 

Virtually  double  the  power  of  your  iPhone 


Now  available  in  soft-touch  red 

exclusively  at  Apple  Stores  for  the  Holidays. 


www.mophie.com 


MAC  OS  X  HINTS 

The  insider  tips  you  won’t  get  from  Apple 

By  Rob  Griffiths 


Stop  Hunting  for  Windows 

It’s  easy  to  waste  time  hunting  for  a  partic¬ 
ular  window  when  you  have  a  lot  of  pro¬ 
grams  open.  Mac  OS  X  10.5  (Leopard) 
introduced  a  trick  for  solving  this  prob¬ 
lem:  you  could  activate  Expose  (by  press¬ 
ing  F9)  and  then  press  JC-Tab  to  invoke 
the  Application  Switcher  and  select  the 
program  you  wanted.  When  you  released 
3?-Tab,  the  application  you  selected  would 
move  to  the  foreground  in  Expose  mode, 
revealing  all  its  open  windows.  Alterna¬ 
tively,  you  could  release  just  the  key,  and 
cycle  through  all  your  programs  (while  in 
Expose  mode)  by  pressing  the  Tab  key. 

This  worked  well,  but  OS  X  10.6 
(Snow  Leopard)  has  made  the  process 
much  easier.  While  the  old  method  still 
works  as  before,  you  can  now  activate 
Expose’s  Application  Windows  mode 
after  pressing  3£-Tab.  Don’t  try  to  do  this 
with  the  F9  key  on  your  keyboard, 
though,  because  that  won’t  work. 

Instead,  keep  the  key  pressed, 
release  Tab,  and  then  press  either  the  up 
arrow  or  the  down  arrow.  This  will 
switch  you  into  Expose’s  Application 
Windows  mode  for  the  currently  selected 
application  in  the  3£-Tab  Application 
Switcher.  At  this  point,  you  can  release 
the  key,  too,  leaving  no  keys  pressed. 

Have  a  Hint  to 
Share? 

Go  to  MacOSXHints.com 
to  submit  it.  This  column 
was  based  on  tips  from 
Benji  Coleman-Levy, 

Jonathan  Laliberte.Ted 
Wrigley,  and  anonymous 
contributors.  Each  month,  the  author  of 
our  favorite  tip  receives  the  Help  Desk  mug. 


From  here,  press  Tab  (or  Shift-Tab)  to 
cycle  forward  and  backward  among  open 
applications  (while  remaining  in  Expose’s 
Application  Windows  mode).  When  you 
see  the  window  you'd  like  to  activate, 
press  one  of  the  arrow  keys  to  select  it 
(the  selected  window  is  then  outlined  in 
blue).  To  activate  the  application  window 
you  selected,  just  press  Return  to  exit 
Expose  mode,  and  the  window  will  come 
to  the  foreground. 

Activate  Quick  Look  in  Expose 

If  you  keep  tons  of  windows  open  or  if 
many  of  your  programs  use  relatively 
small  windows,  you  might  find  it  hard  to 
distinguish  between  windows  when  you 
use  Expose’s  Application  Windows  mode. 
Snow  Leopard  helps  you  out  by  display¬ 
ing  the  tide  for  every  window;  in  Leopard, 
you  saw  tides  only  when  you  moved  your 
mouse  over  one  of  the  windows.  And 
even  better,  Snow  Leopard  lets  you  use 
Quick  Look  with  Expose  acdve. 


Select  the  window  you  want  by 
pressing  an  arrow  key  until  you  reach  it  or 
by  hovering  over  the  window  with  your 
mouse  (the  selected  window  will  be  out¬ 
lined  in  blue).  Then  press  the  spacebar. 
That  will  zoom  you  in  on  the  selected 
window,  as  with  Quick  Look  in  the  Finder, 
but  you’ll  remain  in  Expose  mode. 

Customize  Text  Substitutions 

Find  yourself  typing  the  same  thing  again 
and  again?  For  example,  your  company 
name  might  be  very  long  or  you  may  need 
to  use  snippets  of  jargon  repeatedly.  Snow 
Leopard  lets  you  create  (nearly)  system- 
wide  text  replacements,  which  means  that 
you  can  type  one  thing  and  the  OS  will 
expand  or  format  it  in  a  particular  way — 
for  example,  you  type  supercal,  which 
expands  to  Supercalif ragilisticex- 
pialidocious  Corporation1". 

Open  the  Text  tab  of  the  Language  & 
Text  preference  pane  to  see  a  number  of 
predefined  text  replacements,  including 


Lhelped  the 

HELP 

Desk 


a 


TOO  Macworld  December  2009 


MUG  PHOTOGRAPH  BY  PETER  BELANGER;  ICON  BY  PAUL  HOWALT 


&  Tue  Sep  22  6  j 


i lout  Device 

|  ✓  Internal  Speakers 
Sound  flower  (2dl) 
Sound  flower  (16ch) 

Input  Device 

|  ✓  Internal  microphone 
Line  In 
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Sound  flower  (16ch) 

Sound  Preferences  . 
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Open  Network  Preferences.  . 
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Last  Mobile  Me  Sync  Today  at  5  52  AM 

Caiencars  Today  at  5  >2  AM 
Contacts'  vestecday  ax  1:29  PW 
Mi*>  Accounts'  Today  a s  5  52  AM 
Notes  Never 

Transmit  Favorites  Yesterday  at  1.29  PU 
com^miieor.myrrac.TeKt£»Lpander  Never 

Sync  Now 

Open  MobiieMe  Sync  Preferences 

Open  Sync  Diagnostics. 

Open  iSync... 

Reset  Sync  Services. .. 


Expanded  Menu-Bar  Icons  Hold  down  the  Option  key  before  you  select  a  menu-bar  icon,  to 
reveal  more  information.  This  composite  image  shows  several  icons’  hidden  menu  items. 


©  for  (c),  ®  for  (r),  and  so  on.  This  is 
also  where  you  can  add  your  own.  Click 
the  plus  sign  (+)  and  then  enter  text  in 
the  new,  blank  Replace  and  With  fields. 

You  must  enable  text  substitutions  on 
a  per-application  basis.  For  most 
programs,  you  can  do  this  by  selecting 
Edit  ►  Substitutions,  and  then  selecting 
Text  Replacements  on  the  submenu,  if 
you  don’t  already  see  a  checkmark. 

Note  that  you  will  see  this  menu  item 
only  if  the  program  supports  substitu¬ 
tions.  Also,  in  Apple  Mail,  this  menu  is 
grayed  out  when  you’re  looking  at  the 
main  Mail  window.  To  enable  substitu¬ 
tions,  you  must  first  open  a  new 
message  window;  you’ll  then  find  you 
can  select  the  menu. 

Once  you’ve  got  substitutions 
working,  you  might  wonder  how  you  can 


enter  multiline  substitutions.  That  is, 
what  if  you  want  your  signature  to  read: 

Regards, 

Richard 

The  easiest  way  to  insert  line  breaks  in 
your  replacement  text  is  to  hold  down 
the  Option  key  and  press  Return 
whenever  you  need  to  create  a  line  break. 
You  won’t  be  able  to  see  both  lines  in  the 
input  area,  but  the  formatting  will  come 
across  when  you  type  the  abbreviation. 

If  you  want  to  use  longer  snippets 
with  more  line  breaks,  compose  them 
in  a  pure  text  editor  such  as  Apple’s 
TextEdit,  and  then  copy  and  paste  the 
text  into  the  With  field  in  the  Language 
&  Text  preference  pane. 

Reveal  Hidden  Menu-Bar  Power 

In  Mac  OS  X  10.5,  the  AirPort  icon  in  the 


WHAT’S  ONLINE 


Make  Calculator  Results 
Larger  Do  calculation 
results  look  too  small  to 
you?  Jumbo-size  them 

(macworld.com/5335). 

Paste  Tables  as  Graphics  in 
iWork  Insert  tables  from 
Numbers  into  Pages  as  static  graphics, 
rather  than  live,  editable  tables 
(macworld.com/5336). 

View  Hidden  Weather  Widget 
Modes  Cycle  through  different 
forecast  graphics  (macworld.com/5337). 

menu  bar  had  a  trick  up  its  sleeve:  if  you 
held  down  Option  when  clicking  the 
icon,  you’d  see  more  information  about 
the  various  available  AirPort  networks. 

In  Snow  Leopard,  this  feature  has  been 
expanded — and  not  just  for  the  AirPort 
menu,  but  for  some  others  as  well  (see 
“Expanded  Menu-Bar  Icons”): 

AirPort  In  addition  to  seeing  the 
hardware  (MAC)  address  of  the  wireless 
station,  which  channel  is  in  use,  the 
network’s  signal  strength  (RSSI),  and  the 
data  transmission  rate  (all  of  which  is 
visible  in  OS  X  10.5),  you  can  also  see  the 
mode  your  connected  network  is  using 
(802.1m,  for  instance),  the  type  of  security 
(WPA2  Personal,  say),  and  something 
called  the  MCS  Index,  which  appears  to 
be  related  to  the  802.1m  standard. 

Sound  If  you  use  more  than  one 
sound  input  and/or  output  on  your 
Mac,  Option-click  the  Sound  icon  to  see 
a  list  of  available  input  and  output 
devices.  Select  one  from  the  list  to  use 
that  device. 

Battery  On  laptops,  when  you 
Option-click  the  Battery  icon,  you’ll  see 
one  of  the  following  options  next  to  the 
word  Condition:  Normal,  Replace  Soon, 
Replace  Now,  or  Service  Battery.  Click 
this  entry,  and  an  Apple  Help  page  will 
open,  explaining  what  each  term  means. 

Sync  Option-click  this  icon,  and  you’ll 
see  detailed  information  about  exactly 
when  each  of  the  data  types  you  sync  was 
last  synchronized. 


POWER  TIP  OF  THE  MONTH 


Customize  Safari’s  RSS  Interface 

Ever  read  RSS  feeds  in  Apple's  Safari  and  find  it  hard  to  distinguish  between  unread  and 
read  articles?  Whatever  your  gripe  with  Safari’s  visual  interface  for  RSS,  it’s  relatively  easy 
to  change  it.  All  you  need  to  do  is  create  a  CSS  style  sheet  and  tell  the  program  to  use  it. 

For  example,  say  you  want  to  highlight  unread  articles  with  an  easy-to-spot  green 
background.  Create  a  plain-text  file  with  this  text  (or  copy  it  from  macworld.com/5338): 

@media  screen  { 

div. apple- rss-unread  { 

background-color:  rgb(202,  255,  157)  limportant; 

> 

} 

Save  the  file  somewhere  convenient,  giving  it  the  file  extention  .css.  Then,  open  Safari’s 
preferences,  choose  the  Advanced  tab,  and  use  the  Style  Sheet  pull-down  menu  to  select  the 
new  file  as  your  style  sheet.  After  you  restart  Safari,  you  should  see  the  new  colors. 

There's  a  lot  more  you  can  do,  using  that  style  sheet.  To  find  out  what  keys  you  can  alter, 
look  at  Safari’s  CSS  file  for  RSS  pages,  located  at  System/Library/Frameworks/PubSub. 
framework/Versions/A/Resources/PubSubAgent.app/Contents/Resources/Main.css. 
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MAC  911 

Solutions  to  your  most  vexing  Mac  problems 

By  Christopher  Breen 


Viewing  Large  Movies  Online 


Q@  I  have  a  1.75GB  MPEG-4  Quick- 
•  Time  movie  file.  If  I  subscribe  to 
MobileMe  and  use  iDiskto  upload  the 
movie,  will  friends  and  family  be  able  to  see 
it?  If  so,  could  they  stream  it,  or  would  they 
have  to  download  it? 


Michael  Quinn 


Am  That’s  a  very  large  movie  and 
•  one  that,  in  its  current  form,  I 
wouldn’t  advise  offering  for  Web  play¬ 
back.  At  nearly  2GB,  you’re  asking  your 
audience  to  wait  a  long  time  as  the  movie 
downloads  and  eventually  plays.  (And, 
just  so  you  know,  it  won’t  stream  in  a 
purely  technical  sense  but  rather  down¬ 
load  progressively  and  start  playing  when 
enough  of  it  has  downloaded  that  it  can 
play  back  uninterrupted.)  Additionally, 
and  perhaps  more  importantly,  if  a  lot  of 
people  access  the  movie,  you  could  easily 
run  over  your  MobileMe  (www.me.com) 
monthly  data  transfer  limit  (that  limit  is 
200GB  of  data  transfer  for  a  standard 
MobileMe  account). 

If  you  want  to  go  with  MobileMe,  I’d 
severely  slim  down  that  movie.  One  good 
way  to  do  that  is  to  bring  it  into  iMovie 
’09,  import  it  into  a  project,  and  then 
choose  Share  ►  MobileMe  Gallery.  In  the 
sheet  that  appears,  you  can  choose  a  size 
that  will  work  better  for  streaming — Tiny 
(176  X  144),  Mobile  (480  X  272),  Medium 
(640  X  360),  or  Large  (960  X  540)  for  a 
72op  HD  movie  (see  “MobileMe  Export 
Options”).  The  advantage  of  iMovie  (other 
than  the  fact  that  you  probably  already 
have  a  copy)  is  that  it’s  a  one-stop 


Have  a  Problem? 

Go  to  the  Mac  911  forum 
(macworld.com/2467)  for 
help  with  your  misbehav¬ 
ing  Mac  or  applications. 
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MobileMe  Export  Options  Export  movies  from  within  iMovie  in  order  to  choose  different  sizes 
and  resolutions. 


shop — you  can  import,  edit,  and  export 
the  movie  to  a  MobileMe  Gallery  or  to 
YouTube  (www.youtube.com)  without 
leaving  the  application. 

From  the  sound  of  your  question,  you 
don’t  yet  have  a  MobileMe  account.  If 
the  MobileMe  Gallery  feature  is  the 
single  thing  that’s  pushing  you  toward 
this  $99-per-annum  service,  you  could 
save  some  money  by  using  a  free  service 
such  as  YouTube  or  Vimeo  (www.vimeo 
.com).  YouTube  limits  you  to  uploading 
movies  that  are  no  longer  than  ten 
minutes.  A  free  Vimeo  account  limits 
you  to  uploading  500MB  of  data  per 
week.  (Sign  up  for  Vimeo’s  $6o-a-year 
Vimeo  Plus  and  you  can  upload  up  to 
5GB  a  week.)  Therefore,  if  you  have  a 
longer  movie  that  you  can  make  smaller, 
Vimeo  is  the  better  path. 

You  needn’t  fear  that  using  YouTube  or 
Vimeo  exposes  your  movies  to  the  world 


at  large.  Just  as  you  can  with  a  MobileMe 
Gallery,  you  can  make  your  movies  private 
on  these  services  and  invite  just  those 
viewers  who  you  wish  to  see  your  work. 

Dealing  With  a  Full  Hard  Drive 

Q#  I  have  a  17-inch  MacBook  Pro  with 
•  a  320GB  hard  drive.  I’m  down  to 
70GB  of  free  space.  I’ve  heard  that  a  full 
hard  drive  is  a  slow  hard  drive.  Are  there 
any  secret  locations  on  my  hard  drive  that 
large  and  disposable  files  could  be  hidden? 

Matthew  Mitchell 

A#  A  full  hard  drive  can  indeed  slow 
•  down  your  Mac.  OS  X  uses  your 
hard  drive  to  swap  files  out  of  RAM,  and 
if  there’s  very  little  room  to  do  that,  your 
Mac  needs  to  work  harder  at  the  job  and 
therefore  slows  down.  Note,  however,  that 
with  70GB  of  free  space  your  320GB 
drive  isn’t  there  yet.  Many  people  find  that 
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if  they  leave  xo  to  15  percent  of  their  hard 
drive  free,  they’re  in  fine  shape. 

Now,  let’s  turn  to  lurking  files  and 
folders.  In  this  regard,  it’s  worth  your 
while  to  download  a  copy  of  The  Omni 
Group’s  free  OmniDiskSweeper  (www 
.omnigroup.com),  which  tells  you  how 
much  space  is  consumed  by  folders  and 
files  on  your  Mac.  When  you  find  some¬ 
thing  you  believe  you  can  do  without, 
highlight  it  and  click  the  Delete  button  in 
the  bottom  left  corner  of  the  window. 

Good  places  to  start  looking  are  in  the 
/  Library  folder  and  the  Library  folder 
within  your  user  folder.  For  example,  look 
in  the  Audio  folder  within  the  /Library 
folder  and  you’ll  find  an  Apple  Loops 
folder  that  holds  GarageBand’s  audio 
files,  which  take  up  many  gigabytes  of 
storage.  If  you  don’t  use  GarageBand,  you 
can  just  get  rid  of  this  folder.  Similarly, 
iDVD’s  themes  (found  in  /Library/ 
Application  Support/iDVD)  take  up  a 
couple  of  gigabytes  of  storage  that  you 
can  free  up  if  you  never  touch  iDVD. 

It’s  also  worth  your  while  to  launch 
iPhoto,  Control-click  the  Trash  icon  in  the 
Library  pane,  and  choose  Empty  Trash. 
Most  people  don’t  realize  that  when  they 
delete  an  image  in  iPhoto,  they  aren’t 
really  throwing  it  away.  Instead  it  goes 
into  iPhoto’s  trash  and  continues  to  take 
up  hard-drive  space.  Using  this  Empty 
Trash  command  will  truly  trash  your 
deleted  images  and  free  up  the  amount  of 
space  they  consume. 

Because  it  doesn’t  go  without  saying 
for  everyone,  allow  me  to  offer  a  couple  of 
safety  tips.  First,  don’t  throw  out  items  in 
the  System  folder  unless  you  really,  really, 
really  know  what  you’re  doing.  The  files  in 
this  folder  keep  OS  X  hale  and  hearty,  and 
if  you  toss  out  the  wrong  one,  your  Mac 
may  not  work  as  well  as  it  could  (or  may 
not  work  at  all).  And,  more  generally, 
don’t  throw  out  files  and  folders  stored 
elsewhere  on  your  Mac  unless  you  know 
the  purpose  they  serve.  Doing  so  could 
land  you  knee-deep  in  the  soup. 

Unminimizing  Windows 

Q#  I  often  minimize  application 

•  windows  to  clear  my  visual  space 
as  I  focus  on  a  single  app.  How  can  I 


Bugs  &  Fixes 
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Mac  OS  X  10.6.1-Specific 
Fixes  The  main  function  of  Mac 
OS  X  10.6.1  is  to  squash  a  variety 
of  bugs,  according  to  Apple  (macworld 
.com/5381).  Among  the  most  notable  fixes, 
you’ll  find  these: 

Mac  OS  X  10.6.1  installs  the  latest 
version  of  the  Adobe  Flash  Player 
plug-in — version  10.0.32.18.  This  update 
remedies  an  issue  with  security  vulnera¬ 
bilities  in  the  prior  version  of  the  plug-in, 
the  version  that’s  installed  as  part  of 
Snow  Leopard  10.6. 

If  you  had  a  problem  sending  e-mail  in 
10.6,  the  one  where  you  get  an  alert 
stating  “Error  54:  Connection  Reset  By 
Peer,”  Mac  OS  X  10.6.1  should  eliminate  it. 
This  meansyou  no  longer  need  the  more 
convoluted  workaround  that  Apple  had 
previously  recommended. 

Mac  OS  X  10.6.1  addresses  an  issue 
where  some  printer  drivers  failed  to  appear 
in  the  Add  Printer  window.  Separate 
updates,  offered  by  Apple  at  around  the 
same  time  it  released  10.6.1,  provide  the 
latest  printer  drivers  for  Hewlett-Packard, 
Canon,  and  Brother  printers. 

n  Double-Clicking  Finder 

Documents  Suppose  you 
'  create  a  new  document  in  some 

third-party  application — say,  a  text 
document  in  Bare  Bones  Software’s  free 
TextWrangler  (www.barebones.com). 
When  you  later  double-click  the  docu¬ 
ment  icon  in  the  Finder, you  expect  it  to 
open  in  TextWrangler,  right?  It  doesn’t  in 


Snow  Leopard.  Instead,  the  document  will 
open  in  TextEdit  by  default.  The  reason 
for  this  has  to  do  with  changes  in  the  way 
Snow  Leopard  treats  creator  codes,  as 
explained  in  detail  in  a  TidBits  article  (go 
to  macworld.com/5382). 

No  Genius  Mixes  Some  people 
have  been  unable  to  get  the  new 
Genius  Mixes  feature  to  appear  in 
iTunes’  Source  pane.  One  potential  fix  is  to 
go  to  iTunes’  Store  menu  and  select 
Update  Genius.  If  that  doesn’t  work,  return 
to  the  same  menu  and  select  Turn  Off 
Genius  followed  by  Turn  On  Genius. 

That  may  also  fail,  as  iTunes  may  bog 
down  when  sendingthe  Genius  data  to 
Apple  and  never  complete  this  process. 
The  solution  is  to  delete  the  relevant 
Apple  cookies  from  Safari.  To  do  so,  quit 
iTunes,  go  to  Safari  and  select  Safari  ► 
Preferences.  Click  the  Security  tab  and 
then  dick  Show  Cookies.  In  the  search  box 
enter  apple .  com.  Start  by  removing 
only  the  .phobos.apple.com  item(s),  as 
well  as  any  other  items  that  contain  the 
word  itunes.  Return  to  iTunes  and  once 
again  select  Update  Genius.  Genius  Mixes 
should  appear  within  a  minute  or  two.  If 
they  don’t,  return  to  the  Show  Cookies 
sheet,  select  all  of  the  apple.com  files,  and 
click  Remove. 


Senior  Contributor  Ted  Landau  is  the 
founder  of  MacFixIt  (www.macfixit.com). 
Share  your  problems  at  bugs@macworld 
.com  or  on  Macworld.com’s  Mac  911  forum. 


unminimize  an  application  usingjust 
the  keyboard? 

Brad  Dahr 

^  It’s  clumsy  having  a  perfectly 
•  fine  keyboard  command  to  mini¬ 
mize  an  active  window  (3€-M)  that  works 
in  many  applications  (and  the  Finder) 
yet  no  equally  fine  command  for  bring¬ 
ing  a  window  back.  However,  you  can  do 
this  without  touching  the  mouse. 

The  free  way  is  to  press  Control-F3  (or 
Fn-Control-F3  on  a  laptop  or  Apple’s  slim 
new  keyboards).  This  highlights  an  item 


in  the  Dock.  You  can  then  let  go  of  these 
keys  and  use  the  left  and  right  arrow 
keys  to  move  through  items  in  the  Dock, 
highlighting  them  along  the  way.  When 
you  reach  the  minimized  window  you 
want  to  expand,  press  Return. 

A  more  efficient,  but  not  free,  way  to  do 
this  is  with  Peter  Maurer’s  €10  Witch 
(manytricks.com).  This  highly  configurable 
window-switching  preference  pane  lets 
you  assign  keyboard  shortcuts  to  a  variety 
of  window-navigation  actions,  including 
selecting  specific  windows  to  unminimize 
(see  “Witch’s  Window  Navigation”). 
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Finder Q  Witch) 

BBEdit  ®  Kodak  Zi8  review 

®  Unminimize  via  keyboard 


Witch’s  Window  Navigation  Witch  gives  you  far  greater  keyboard  control  over  Finder  and 
application  windows. 


Eliminating  a  Word  Macro  Virus 

Qa  My  copy  of  Microsoft  Office 
•  2004  seems  to  have  picked 
up  a  virus.  I’ve  used  McAfee’s  Virus- 
Scan  for  Mac  to  clean  one  of  my  Macs, 
but  I  don’t  have  that  software  avail¬ 
able  for  the  other  three  affected  Macs. 
The  virus  appears  as  W97M/Thus.gen. 
Although  our  own  Office  programs 
seem  to  function  just  fine,  our  Office 
documents  show  up  on  non-Mac 
computers  as  having  a  virus. 

Via  the  Internet 


A#  You’ve  acquired  a  Word  macro 
•  virus.  You  need  to  clean  the 
documents  you  have  and  then  prevent 
further  infections. 

Because  you  have  an  antivirus 
application,  I  suggest  you  take  all  your 
Word  documents,  fling  ’em  into  a  folder, 
copy  that  folder  to  the  Mac  that  has  the 
antivirus  applications,  and  run  them 
through  the  application  to  clean  them. 
When  you’re  certain  that  they  are  clean 
and  that  they  open  as  they  should,  delete 
the  originals  on  the  other  Macs. 


Before  copying  them  back  to  the  other 
Macs,  open  Word  on  each  of  these  Macs, 
select  Word  ►  Preferences,  and  in  the 
resulting  window  select  Security.  In  the 
Macro  Security  area  of  the  window, 
enable  the  Warn  Before  Opening  A  File 
That  Contains  Macros  option.  With  this 
option  enabled,  any  time  you  open  a 
Word  file  that  contains  macros,  you’ll  be 
given  the  option  to  enable  or  disable 
those  macros.  If  you  weren’t  expecting  a 
document  to  contain  a  macro  (indicating 
that  it’s  probably  infected),  open  the  file 
after  disabling  macros  and  then  copy 
and  paste  its  contents  into  a  new 
document.  This  removes  the  macro  virus 
from  that  document.  Then  trash  the 
original,  infected  file. 

Finally,  the  Normal  template 
document  that  Word  defaults  to  is  likely 
contaminated  as  well.  This  is  not  good 
because  any  new  documents  you  create 
based  on  that  template  will  contain 
the  macro  virus.  Quit  all  open  Office 
applications,  travel  to  youruserfolder / 


iPhone  & 
iPod  Touch' 


Mac  Security 

Superguide 


ORDER 
NOW! 


Macworld 

Superguides 

Macworld’s  Superguide  Series.  These  handy  books 
are  produced  by  the  editors  at  Macworld.  Packed 
with  practical  how-to’s,  the  best  tricks,  in-depth 
features,  trouble-shooting  advice,  tips  and  more. 


MAC 

GEMS 


Macworld 


Mobile  Mac 

Superguide 


-NEW! 


Macworld  Digital 
Photography 


www.macworld.com/superguide 

Macworld  Superguides  are  available  in  3  convenient  formats:  1)  Downloadable  PDFs:  Get  immediate  access.  2)  Printed  Book:  Order  a  handy, 
full-color  printed  book  on  high-quality  paper.  3)  PDF  on  CD-ROM:  Don't  want  to  download  the  PDF,  get  it  on  CD-ROM. 
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Documents/ Microsoft  User  Data,  and 
toss  out  the  Normal  document.  You  can 
always  create  a  new  one  by  opening  a 
new  blank  document,  choosing  File  ► 
Save  As,  and  in  the  resulting  dialog  box 
choosing  Document  Template  from  the 
Document  Type  pop-up  menu. 

Return  the  MacBook’s 
Number  Pad 

Qm  My  new  unibody  MacBook  Pro 
•  running  Snow  Leopard  lacks  the 
number  pad  feature  of  my  old  MacBook 
Pro.  Is  there  a  workaround? 

Timothy  Barrett 

Ag.  Download  and  install  a  copy  of 
•  Takayama  Fumihiko’s  free 
KeyRemap4MacBook  preference  pane 
(macworld.com/5383).  In  Snow  Leopard, 

<  you  don’t  have  to  open  this  preference 
x  pane  to  configure  anything.  Just  restart 
<  your  computer  and  hold  down  Fn  plus 
§  the  appropriate  letter  keys,  and  your 
y  laptop  will  produce  numbers  as  it  should. 
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Cure  for  the 

Nonworking  Number  Pad 

Q  ,  A  couple  of  weeks  ago  the  number  pad  on  my  Mac’s  keyboard  stopped 
•  working.  The  plus-sign  and  minus-sign  keys  seem  to  work  just  fine, 
but  the  number  keys  and  the  Enter  key  aren’t  functioning.  I’ve  tried  restarting 
and  looking  in  the  Keyboard  &  Mouse  system  preference,  but  nothing  fixes  it. 
What’s  wrong? 

Gordon  Whitney 

A#;  Chances  are  that  you’ve  inadvertently  enabled  an  accessibility  feature 
®  called  Mouse  Keys.  This  handy  feature  allows  you  to  use  the  number  pad 
keys  to  move  the  Mac’s  cursor  around  the  screen  (8  is  up,  2  is  down,  and  so  forth). 
Although  you  can  switch  Mouse  Keys  on  within  the  Mouse  tab  (on  a  laptop,  it’s 
the  Mouse  &  Trackpad  tab)  inside  the  Universal  Access  system  preference, you 
can  also  enable  it  by  pressing  the  Option  key  five  times  in  a  row.  You  likely  did  that 
and  didn’t  notice  the  little  “chitter”  sound  indicating  Mouse  Keys  had  been 
switched  on. 

Just  bang  that  Option  key  another  five  times,  and  you  should  hear  the  chitter  sound 
fade  away,  indicating  that  Mouse  Keys  is  now  off. 
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Scan,  Store  and  Manage  your 
Receipts  and  Documents 

•  Quickly  recognize  and  categorize  information 
using  Optical  Character  Recognition  technology 

•  Organize  your  documents  into  "Smart  Collections 

•  Track  expenses  for  taxes  or  other  purposes 

•  Export  the  text  content  of  your  receipts  as  a  .csv 
for  Microsoft  Excel®  or  .qif  for  Intuit's  Quicken® 
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Music  Studio 


The  complete  music  production  environment 
for  the  iPhone/ iPod  Touch 

•  Fully  configurable  85-key  keyboard 
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Zoo  Printing  Now  Offers 

Large  Format  Printing! 
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8GB  Kit  PC3  -  8500  DDR3  SODIMM 
1066  MHZ  ( 2  X  4GB)  MEMORY 

.  Apple  Approved 
.  Guaranteed  Compatibility 
*  Lifetime  Warranty 


Mac  Pro  (2009) 

16GB  Kit  PC3-8500  DDR3  ECC 
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•  Apple  Approved 

.  Guaranteed  Compatibility 

*  Lifetime  Warranty 


MAC  PRO  Blu  ■  Ray  Internal  Recordable  Drive 

.  8x  Blu-Ray,16,<  DVDR/RW  ♦  DL 
•  Final  Cut  Studio  Compatible 
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We.tarn  Digital  1TB  SATA 
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The  Same  Unlimited  Plan,  Just  Greener. 

When  you  choose  to  host  your  site  with  FatCow,  you're  doing  your 
part  to  support  clean,  renewable  energy  sources. Visit  FatCow  today 
and  learn  more  about  our  services  and  what  you  can  do  to  help 
minimize  your  Carbon  footprint. 

Happy  Hosting! 


Supplied  By 
Community  Energy 


5?  FatCow 


Learn  more  at  fatcow.com/gogreen 


Your  Web  Site,  Greenified. 

FatCow  Web  Hosting  Is  Now  Powered  By  100%  Wind  Energy. 


FAST.  RELIABLE.  SECURE. 


Data  recovery  from 


all  hard  drives,  all  platforms... 


DOD-Level 

Superior,  24/7  Service 
Confidentiality  Guaranteed 
Affordable,  Up-front  Pricing 

(no  hidden  charges! 

High  Recovery  Success 
Class-100  Clean  Room  Lab  Standards 
Patent-Pending  Recovery  Technology 
Complete  Computer  Forensic  Services 
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www.datarecovery.com 
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Sign  up 
for  our  FREE 
Fresh  Club  Newsletter 
for  latest  DEALS  on  your  favorites! 


SeafoodByNet.com 

^  Fresh  from  the  sea  to  your  doorstep! 


The  best  in  FRESH,  hand  selected  seafood  and 


Certified  Aged  Angus  Beef.  Call  815.337.4028 
or  visit  www.SeafoodByNet.com  to  order. 
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Students,  parents,  and  teachers  sa 

Reap  the  benefits  this  Holiday!  8£q/ 


$10  Gift  Card 

with  your  order 
of  $100  or  more! 

use  Promo  Code 

when  placing  your  order. 

Hurry,  this  offer  ends  12/31/09. 

Prices  are  subject  to  change. 
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Mac  of  All  Trades 

Your  solution  for  buying  and  selling  used  Macs 
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Volume  discounts  available 

Authorized  Reseller 


www.macofalltrades.com  a 
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High-Performance  Mac  Memory 


Same  Day  Shipping 

1-800-831-4569 
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Memory  Upgrades 
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iMac  Intel 

4Gig  -  $  79.99 
8Gig  -  $517.99 
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SPOTLIGHT 

t _ a 


ByAndylhnatko 


Forget  the  Finder 

Classic  or  relic,  it's  not  as  important  as  it  used  to  be 


Apple  prepared  us  for  Snow 

Leopard’s,  er,  uncluttered  feature 
list  a  long  time  ago.  Before 
Snow  Leopard  was  released,  the 
company  warned  that,  while  Mac  OS  X 
10.5  gave  us  our  own  personal  rocket 
packs,  10.6  was  simply  going  to  change 
the  tint  on  our  flying  goggles. 

Nonetheless,  many  Snow  Leopard 
reviews  singled  out  one  thing  that  the 
reviewers  wished  Apple  would  have 
reinvented  and  rejuvenated:  the  Finder. 

The  Finder  is  at  that  awkward  time  in 
the  life  of  any  creative  work.  It  was  fresh 
and  new  when  it  debuted.  It  survived 
after  the  initial  novelty  wore  off.  But  now 
comes  the  decision:  Is  the  Finder  a  relic 
or  a  classic? 

Who  Needs  It? 

At  its  core,  the  Finder  uses  the  same 
basic  mechanism  it  has  since  System  1.0. 
Windows  are  views  of  Things  That 
Contain  Files.  Double-click  a  file  to  open 
it.  Open  a  source  and  a  destination 
window  and  then  drag  a  file  from  one  to 
the  other  to  make  a  copy. 

But  I  no  longer  use  the  Finder  to 
launch  apps.  I  launch  them  from  the 
Dock.  If  an  app  isn’t  in  the  Dock,  I 
press  Jg-Spacebar  to  bring  up  Spot¬ 
light’s  quick-search  menu,  type  the  first 
few  letters  of  the  app’s  name,  and  then 
press  the  Return  key. 

Spotlight  also  means  I  don’t  need  the 
Finder  to  navigate  volumes  and  folders. 
The  physical  location  of  a  file  is 
irrelevant  when  I  can  find  it  via  Spot¬ 
light.  Moreover,  Spotlight  can  organize 
my  files  for  me,  via  saved  searches. 
Keeping  all  of  my  newspaper  columns 
together  in  one  folder  isn’t  as  powerful 
as  telling  my  Mac,  “Please  show  me  all 
of  my  Sun-Times  files.” 

Even  moving  files — that  most 
fundamental  and  Finder-ish  function — 
could  use  a  fresh  approach.  The  current 
Finder  loses  sight  of  the  fact  that,  when 


I  move  a  file  from  Source  to  Destina¬ 
tion,  I’m  not  just  sliding  files  around 
for  the  sake  of  it;  I  have  a  purpose  in 
mind.  I’m  consolidating  files  that  are 
scattered  across  multiple  folders  and 
volumes.  Or  I’m  backing  up  data.  Or 
I’m  preparing  to  share  those  files  with 
someone  else. 

Yet  the  Finder  just  moves  those  items 
from  Source  to  Destination.  Shouldn’t  it 
be  more  sophisticated  than  DOS  3.1?  If 
I’m  consolidating  files,  for  instance,  I’d 
like  to  be  able  to  work  with  them  the  same 
way  I  work  with  images  in  Aperture:  In 
Light  Table  mode,  I  can  simply  sort 
images  into  arbitrary  piles — ‘Keep,’ 

‘Throw  away,’  ‘VERY  important’ — on  a 
vast,  virtual  desktop.  I  can  move  quickly 
and  efficiently  through  the  task. 

These  days,  the  Finder’s  greatest  value 
is  as  a  media  browser.  Quick  Look  is  a 
simple  way  to  check  a  JPEG  or  a 
document  before  I  insert  it  into 
something  or  send  it  to  someone.  It’s  a 


The  Finder  is  the  one 
remaining  Mac  OS 
relic  that  many  of  us 
are  reluctant  to  let 
goof. 


hella-powerful  feature  that  doesn’t  like  to 
call  attention  to  itself.  Still,  it’s  some¬ 
thing  I  use  to  identify  a  file  I  want  to  do 
something  with  immediately;  it  should 
be  embedded  in  the  standard  Open  and 
Save  dialog  boxes,  not  necessarily  in  the 
Finder  environment. 

There  will  always  be  a  role  for  the 
Finder.  I’m  just  prepared — hopeful, 
even — for  a  Mac  OS  X  11  in  which  the 
Finder  is  just  an  app  in  the  Utilities 
folder,  rather  than  the  default  destination 
when  my  Mac  finishes  booting. 

Finding  a  Replacement 

So  what  should  take  the  Finder’s  place, 
as  the  front  lobby  of  the  Mac  experience? 

I  imagine  something  like  iGoogle,  or 
the  Dashboard,  integrating  Spotlight:  a 
central,  customizable  panel  providing  all 
the  information  and  core  features  I’m 
likely  to  need  at  any  given  moment. 
When  my  Mac  is  idle  for  a  few  minutes, 
a  fancy  OpenGL  transition  replaces  my 
apps  and  windows  with  a  screen  full  of 
tiles  displaying  the  time  and  weather,  the 
latest  Tweets,  recent  e-mails,  my  next 
couple  of  iCal  appointments,  the  video 
feed  from  my  TV  tuner.  I  can  see  my 
whole  world  in  a  glance. 

I  hope  that,  if  and  when  the  Finder 
does  go  away,  the  Mac  community 
won’t  collectively  choose  to  freak  out 
just  on  general  principle.  As  Mac  users, 
we’re  not  supposed  to  care  about 
“classics,”  about  tradition,  or  even  about 
consistency  for  consistency’s  sake. 

We’re  supposed  to  care  about  being 
brave  enough  to  move  on  to  the  best 
solution,  no  matter  what  the  cost. 

The  Finder  is  the  one  remaining  Mac 
OS  relic  that  many  of  us  are  reluctant  to 
let  go  of.  We  might  need  to  get  rid  of  it 
just  to  prove  that  we  can. 


Andy  Ihnatko  is  a  longtime  Macworld 
contributor  and  the  tech  columnist  forthe 
Chicago  Sun-Times. 
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